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U.S., Israel, Turkey navy exercise postponed 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A joint naval exercise in 
the Mediterranean involving ships from Turkey, Israel 
and the U.S. has been postponed at Israel's request, a 
U-S- Navy spokesman said Tuesday. “Reliant Mer- 
maid,” a search and rescue exercise scheduled to be 
held Nov. 16-20, has been delayed until sometime in 
January, Navy Lieutenant Patrick Lt. Moore said. 
Israel, which initiated and organised the exercise, 
notified the U.S. navy that it was being postponed 
because of a conflict in scheduling, Moore said. A 
number of Arab countries have criticised the exercise, 
which followed a 1996 military cooperation accord 
between Israel and Turkey. The exercise is to involve 
a small number of naval vessels from each country 
and several helicopters and search aircraft, Ll Moore 
said. 



Arafat's wife accuses Israeli 
border guards of harassment 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — The wife of Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat accused Israeli border guards of 
stopping her car and harassing her at a checkpoint as 
. she drove to Gaza from the West Bank on Wednesday. 
Suha Arafat was returning from the West Bank town 
of Bethlehem when her car was stopped at a check- 
point outside Hebron, the head of Mrs. Arafat’s office 
Nadia Saraj said. The soldiers kept her at the check- 
point for an hour where they “harassed her and asked 
for identifications and papers in a very hostile man- 
ner" Ms. Saraj said. The Palestinian National Author- 
ity issued a “very strong complaint" over the incident 
to Israeli officials. 
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Government suspends publication of 
7 weeklies; more suspensions expected 


By Amy Henderson 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment yesterday dispatched 
official orders to seven week- 
ly newspapers to suspend 
publication, after deeming in 
non-compliance with 

amendments to the J 993 
Press and Publications Law. 

Sources at the weekly 
newspapers confirmed that 
Wednesday evening, A1 
Majd, A1 Mithaq, A1 Hadath. 
A1 Biiad, Sawt A1 Mara’a, A1 
Say ad, and Hawadeth A1 
Sa’a were served notifica- 
tions from the Department of 
Press and Publications (PPD) 
at the Ministry of Informa- 
tion that, in accordance with 
the press law, they are to sus- 
pend publication for their 
failure to comply with Arti- 
cle 24 of the law — which 
requires all weekly newspa- 
pers to raise their capital to 
JD300,000. 

The suspension takes 


efforts as of Sept 23 for three 
months and if weekly news- 
papers fail to rectify their sit- 
uations by that time, amend- 
ments to the law, enacted as 
temporary legislation in 
May, allow the government 
to revoke their licences. 

In a statement to the press, 
A! Mithaq accused die gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali of “mis- 
use of authority" and said 
that die aim of the govern- 
ment is to “exercise repres- 
sive policies” and “stifle the 
national opposition.” 

Journalists and the opposi- 
tion have accused the gov- 
ernment of enacting the tem- 
porary legislation in order to 
“silence the press” in the run 
up to parliamentary elections 
scheduled for Nov. 4. 

It is expected that at least 
eight more papers will be 
served today with similar 
notifications. Of 21 weekly 
papers, sources within the 
industry expect a total of IS 


to be suspended among 
them, the Islamist weekly, 
A1 Saheel. 

Editors and owners of 
weekly newspapers were not 
surprised by the notifications 
after having been engaged in 
a month’s long battle with 
the government over the cap- 
ital requirement 

Newspapers, registered 
with the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, have insisted that 
they have complied with die 
law, and in August, Ministry 
of Trade and Industry offi- 
cials said that most newspa- 
pers had registered and pro- 
vided documentation regard- 
ing capital in accordance 
with the Companies Law. 
The Ministry of Information 
then requested to review, for 
the first time since die enact- 
ment of the 1993 press law, 
the financial ledgers of 
weekly newspapers. 

Although yesterday’s four- 
line notification from the 
PPD said that the newspapers 


were in violation of the arti- 
cle dictating the capital 
requirement. Minister of 
State for Information Affairs 
Samir Mutawi’ said Tuesday 
that the committee charged 
with reviewing the papers' 
financial status “found many 
financial and other legal vio- 
lations and that some news- 
papers presented inaccurate 
documentation which the 
committee is . . . examining 
and may refer to the courts.” 

President of the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) Seif 
Sherif told the Jordan Times 
Wednesday that the “expres- 
sion of the PPD was not very 
clear as to the reasons for 
suspension" and that the JPA 
will try today to gain an audi- 
ence with PPD Director 
Mohammad Amin for further 
explanation of the gover- 
ment's decision. 

Mr. Sherif also said that the 
JPA council will meet this 
morning to "discuss how to 
deal with the problem," and 


that .the JPA would most like- 
ly request a meeting with 
Ministry of Information offi- 
cials or Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. A simi- 
lar request from die JPA 
more than one week ago was 
not accommodated. 

Five weekly newspapers 
— A1 Hadath, A1 Biiad, A1 
Sabeel, A1 Majd and Sawt A1 
Mara’a — have already filed 
a lawsuit against the govern- 
ment for enacting the amend- 
ments to die law “unconstitu- 
tionally.” The government 
Tuesday asked die court to 
reject the case. 

Mr. Sherif said that the JPA 
would not be supporting 
these weeklies in their 
efforts. 

The JPA has been luke- 
warm towards the weeklies' 
predicament with the govern- 
ment, although JPA mem- 
bers from weekly newspa- 
pers constitute at least 25 per 
cent of the association's 
membership. 


Netanyahu vows to bolster settlements; 
PNA starts major crack down on Hamas 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

PRIME MINISTER 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
vowed on Wednesday to' 
sink Israeli roots deeper 
into the West Bank, defying 
a U.S. appeal for a “time- 
out” in Jewish settlement 
expansion. 

The Israeli premier 
promised Jewish religious 
teenagers in Efrat that his 
government would build 
300 more homes in their 
West Bank settlement and 
others throughout the lands 
occupied in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

“We are building in Judea 
and Samaria," Mr. 
Netanyahu told the hun- 
dreds of youngsters, using 
the Biblical names for the 
West Bank, "and we are 
building in Efrai.” 

"You don’t need binocu- 
lars. You can stand here out- 
side and see whal is hap- 
pening in the Etzion Bloc. 
It is happening also in other 


places," he said at the cele- 
bration marking 30 years of 
Jewish settlement in the 
Etzion Bloc south of 
Jerusalem. 

“The land of Israel is con- 
stantly being built up before 
my eyes, and also before 
your eyes, you can see it. 
And it’s good that it is 
being built up and it will 
continue being built up,” he 
said in reference to Biblical 
Israel including the West 
Bank. 

The settlement’s Rabbi 
Shlomo Riskin appealed to 
Mr. Netanyahu to let Efrat 
expand its borders to 
Jerusalem some 20 km 
away. A schoolgirl gave Mr. 
Netanyahu a knitted reli- 
gious skullcap which be 
promptly placed on his 
head. 

Taking action after Israel 
offered proof that four of its 
West Bank members car- 
ried out recent suicide 
bombings in Jerusalem, 
Palestinian police rounded 
up members from the 


Hamas movement Wednes- 
day, officials said. 

About 20 members of 
Hamas were arrested in the 
northern West Bank city of 
Nablus within hours of 
Israel’s announcement 
Tuesday that DNA tests had 
proven that four of five sui- 
cide bombers who killed 20 
Israelis in attacks over the 
past eight weeks came from 
a nearby town. 

Security officials said 
police were searching in 
particular for three students 
and a mechanic from the 
same town, Asira 
Shamaliya, which remains 
under the control of the 
Israeli army. 

“It’s not our responsibili- 
ty" Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said, noting 
that the bombers’ town was 
“under total Israeli security 
control." 

But there were also indi- 
cations of a much-awaited 
turnabout by the Palestinian 
leadership, which for weeks 
has rejected Israeli 


demands for a vast crack- 
down on Hamas, which is 
violently opposed to peace 
with Israel. 

In addition to the arrests 
in Nablus, where Israel 
claims foe bombers 
received their instructions, 
a top aide to Mr. Arafat 
offered his resignation to 
take responsibility for foe 
PNA’s earlier reluctance to 
hit out at Hamas. 

Tayeb Abdul Rahim, foe 
PNA secretary general, told 
Mr. Arafat late Tuesday he 
would resign for having 
forwarded reports from 
“reliable" sources that the 
suicide bombers came from 
abroad, a senior Palestinian 
official told Agence France 
Presse (AFP). 

Mr. Abdul Rahim also 
took responsibility for a 
“national dialogue” meet- 
ing Mr. Arafat held with 
senior Hamas officials 
during which the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Russia opposes ‘monopoly’ on Mideast 
peacemaking, slams Israel on deadlock 

Mubarak tells Yeltsin he does not feel Russia’s 


presence as co-sponsor of Mideast peace process 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

RUSSIAN FOREIGN Min- 
ister Yevgeny Primakov, in 
a thinly veiled dig at foe 
United States, said Tuesday 
no single country should 
monopolise peace making 
in the Middle East. 

In a speech to foe U.N. 
General Assembly, he also 
said no government should 
support terrorism in any 
Form, but neither should 
individual U.N. members 
be perpetually stigmatised 
as international rogues 
regardless of changes in 
their policies or “because of 
their suspected links to ter- 
rorists.'’ 

"In the present-day world, 
no country should hold a 
monopoly on any conflict 
resolution effort. This fully 
applies to the longest-stand- 
ing conflict in foe Middle 
East where foe settlement 
process has been stalemat- 
ed," Mr. Primakov said. 

“As foe saying goes, ’it 


takes two hands to applaud.' 
Broad-based international 
efforts are needed to undo 
foe tight Middle East knot,” 
he said, signalling 
Moscow’s wish to play a 
more prominent role in 
helping resolve the Arab- 
Israel conflict where Wash- 
ington has long predominat- 
ed. 

Mr. Primakov said Russia, 
as one of the co-sponsors of 
the Middle East peace 
process launched at a 1991 
conference in Madrid, was 
“prepared to cooperate 
actively with everyone to 
attain this goal.” 

Earlier on Tuesday, Russ- 
ian President Boris Yeltsin 
blamed Israel for a dead- 
lock in Middle East peace 
talks and called on foe U.S. 
to apply pressure on its ally 
to get the process back on 
track. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Easing Libya ban weakens 
U.N. on Israel — Cook 


UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— British Foreign Secre- 
tary Robin Cook said Tues- 
day if the Arab League set 
aside a UJM. resolution 
imposing an air embargo 
against Libya it would also 
weaken resolutions on 
Israel. 

“First of all, I think ii is 
very unwise of any particu- 
lar group of member states 
to set aside a United 
Nations resolution," Mr. 
Cook told a news confer- 
ence at the United Nations. 

“If any group decides it is 
going to ignore a U.N. res- 
olution, then that decision 
undermines foe authority of 
all U.N. resolutions. 

“And I would invite the 
Arab League to reflect on 
whether they really wish to 
persist with this course, 
given that, of course, one of 


the consequences of it will 
be that it will undermine 
the authority of the U-N. 
resolutions on Israel, which 
1 would not have thought 
would be in die Interest of 
the Arab World." 

Mr. Cook, attending the 
U.N. General Assembly, 
was answering questions 
on a decision list weekend 
by the Arab League to ease 
the embargo imposed on 
Libya by the Security 
Council in 1992 for foiling 
to hand over for trial in 
Britain or foe United States 
two men wanted for the 
1988 mid-air bombing of 
Pan Am Flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, which 
killed 270 people. On Tues- 
day, foe Arab League said it 


{Contained on page 7 ) 


Clinton 
maintains 
opposition to 
easing U.N. 
sanctions 
against Iraq 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
Tuesday said he would 
continue to oppose any eas- 
ing of sanctions against 
Iraq as long as Baghdad 
fails to meet U.N. demands 
including those concerning 
arms inspections. 

“During the last 60 days, 
foe government of Iraq has 
continued to fail to fully 
disclose its programmes 
for weapons of mass 
destruction," Mr. Clinton 
said in a letter to Congress 
released by foe White 
House. 

Mr. Clinton said Wash- 
ington awaits the Oct. 11 
publication of a U.N. arms 
inspector’s report on Iraqi 
cooperation. 

“While some nations 
have begun to display sanc- 
tions' fatigue, foe U.S. 
remains committed to 
sanctions enforcement,” 
Mr. Clinton continued 
without mentioning a par- 
ticular nation. 

In recent months, U.S. 
officials have criticised the 
willingness of France and 
Russia to relax internation- 
al sanctions set by foe U.N. 
Security Council after 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
on Aug. 2, 1990. 

“We shall continue to 
oppose any suggestion that 
foe sanctions regime 
should be modified or lift- 
ed before Iraq demon- 
strates its peaceful inten- 
tions by complying with its 
[U-N-] obligations.” foe let- 
ter said. 

Mr. Clinton also said that 
illegal smuggling of Iraqi 
gasoil from the Shatt AJ 
Arab waterway continues 
to increase at an alarming 
rate." 

“We now estimate that 
over 150,000 metric tonnes 
of gasoil each month is 
exported from Iraq" in vio- 
lation of U.N. actions, he 
said. 

“The smugglers use foe 
territorial waters of Iran 
with the complicity of foe 
Iranian government that 
profits from charging pro- 
tection fees for these ves- 
sels to avoid interception 
by foe Multinational Inter- 
ception Force in interna- 
tional waters,” Mr. Clinton 
charged. 



The parents of Yussef Shouli (Jamil and Fatima) show his picture in a local news- 
paper in the West Bank town of Asira Shamaliya Wednesday. Palestinians in this 
town live in fear of retaliation by the Israeli army after four residents were iden- 
tified as the bombers of the two suicide attacks in Jerusalem (AFP photo) 


Crown Prince says Jordan 
made major strides towards 


global integration 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said yester- 
day that Jordan bas made 
major strides towards inte- 
gration with foe global 
economy, started privatis- 
ing state-owned enterprises, 
enacted laws to attract 
investments and embarked 
on reforms to ensure sus- 
tainable development and 
prosperity. 

In an address delivered on 
his behalf by Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali at 
foe opening of a two-day 
international conference on 
“aviation infrastructure for 
growth and efficiency," 
Prince Hassan noted that 
foe Kingdom was “on foe 


way towards integrating its 
economy into the global 
economy and introducing 
reforms that can ensure a 
competitive and attractive 
investment environment. 
We have already initialled 
an association agreement 
with the European Union 
and started negotiations for 
our accession to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
and our investment laws 
offer investors numerous 
incentives like tax exemp- 
tions, free repatriation of 
capita] and no ceiling on 
foreign ownership in foe 
public shareholding compa- 
nies listed at foe Amman 
Financial Market." 

Referring to aviation ser- 


vices, Prince Hassan 
stressed that “it will play a 
leading role in ensuring the 
competitiveness and prof- 
itability of our trade. The 
efficiency and cost-effec- 
tiveness of transportation 
and related infrastructure 
will thus become an even 
more important factor for 
locating private investment, 
which is increasingly 
becoming the vehicle for 
propelling economic 
growth" 

Stressing Jordan’s keen- 
ness on joining foe world’s 
trend to limit the state’s 
monopoly and give more 
power to the private 

(Continued on page 7) 


Governments sets reward for leads 
on Deir Ghbar attack at JD50,000 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has set a JD50.000 
reward to any person who 
submits any information 
that could lead to identify- 
ing those who attacked two 
Israeli embassy security- 
men on Monday, informed 
sources told foe Jordan 
Times Wednesday. 

Moshe Levin and 
Amikam Hadar were slight- 
ly injured when unidenti- 
fied gunmen opened fire at 
the Israeli guards in Deir 
Ghbar in foe first sucb inci- 


dent against Israeli 

embassy officials. 

The two officials were 
flown to Tel Aviv on Tues- 
day after being treated for 
injuries they sustained dur- 
ing the attack. 

Minister of Interior 

Nathir Rashid said Wednes- 
day that investigations were 
still continuing. 

“Our intensified efforts 
are still going on and we 
give this matter top priority. 
We will not reveal any 
information now about our 
investigation.” Mr. Rashid 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said that he believes 


that those who committed 
foe act will be arrested 
“soon." He declined to 
elaborate. 

Mr. Rashid was quoted by 
A1 Ra'i daily Wednesday as 
saying that foe police 
department has listed 7,800 
Hyundai cars in Jordan, of 
which 550 were identical to 
the car used in foe attack. 

A government statement 
on Monday said that people 
in a passing “pinkish 
white” Hyundai car fired at 
the Nissan car. driven by 
foe Israeli guards. 


Arab League meeting achieved 
Arab consensus — Tarawneh 


NEW YORK (Petra) — 
Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh has described the 
outcome of foe Arab for- 
eign ministers meeting at 
foe Arab League in Cairo 
last week as extremely sat- 
isfactory noting that there 
was consensus among Arab 
countries on the ageanda. 

Dr. Tarawneh who is cur- 
rently in New York attend- 
ing the U.N. General 
Assembly meetings said 
that the Middle East ques- 
tion won the largest portion 
of the discussions adding 
that foe Arab countries 
were unanimous in assess- 
ing as successful the results 
of a trip to foe region by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright “albeit 
it achieved little steps." 

The foreign ministers 


agreed to build on the posi- 
tive aspects of these little 
steps with the purpose of 
encouraging foe U.S. 
administration to undertake 
effective stands vis-a-vis 
the peace process and 
ensure the resumption of 
Arab-Israeli negotiations 
on all tracks, Dr. Tarawneh 
said. 

He said the foreign minis- 
ters have reaffirmed resolu- 
tions passed by the Arab 
summit meeting of 1996 
which stressed that the 
peace process is a strategic 
option for the Arab World 
and criticised the Israeli 
government’s policies and 
practices in foe occupied 
Palestinian territories as 
well as Israel's escalation 
of tension in southern 
Lebanon. 


Referring to foe Arab 
ministers' decision to lift 
air sanctions on Libya, Dr. 
Tarawneh said that they 
took into account humani- 
tarian and religious consid- 
erations in passing their 
resolutions, adding that the 
sanctions were regarded as 
inhumane and directed 
against the people rather 
than the regime. 

The Arab League’s stand 
in this regard, he added, 
should not be considered a 
violation of U.N. resolu- 
tions in view of these con- 
siderations. 

As to relations with 
Turkey, Dr. Tarawneh noted 
that foe Arab states consid- 
ered Turkey as a friend 

(Continued on page 7 ) 
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U.N. chief declines to intervene 
in Iraqi-lranian plane dispute 



UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan's office declined 
Tuesday to intervene in a 
dispute over 140 Iraqi air- 
craft, saying it was up to the 
Security Council to take a 
position on what it consid- 
ers frozen assets. 

U.N. spokesman Fred 
Eckhard was responding to 
a letter from Baghdad Mon- 
day asking Arman to help 
secure the return of more 
than 140 Iraqi aircraft 
flown to Iran for safekeep- 
ing during the Gulf war. 

Iraq's letter to Mr. Annan 
said Iran was making use of 
the planes and the secre- 
tary-general should stress 
that “the United Nations 
has no legal objection to 
their return/’ 

In reply, Mr. Eckhard said 
“our legal office has no 
record of having made such 
a legal position as is 
described by the Iraqi gov- 
ernment.” 

He said that the Iraqi air- 
craft were considered part 
of frozen Iraqi assets under 
Security Council resolu- 
tions, “so it is up to the 
Security Council to pro- 
nounce themselves on any 
legal obligations to return 
those planes.” 

Iraq has been under 


sweeping Security Council 
economic and arms sanc- 
tions since it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. A series of 
resolutions then tightened 
the sanctions with, among 
other measures, a freeze on 
government assets abroad. 

Iraq’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed A1 
Sahaf, in his letter, protest- 
ed "in the strongest terms 
against the use made by the 
Iranian government of 
property that does not 
belong to it.” 

He said, “the Iranian 
authorities have repainted 
the 1 15 military aircraft and 
integrated them into Iranian 
air force formations, and 
the 27 Iraqi civil transport 
aircraft have been distrib- 
uted to the Iranian civil avi- 
ation company and the 
transport co mman d of the 
Iranian air force for use in 
internal transport opera- 
tions.” 

Mr. Sahaf did not specifi- 
cally refer to the circum- 
stances in which the planes 
were flown to Iran to safe- 
guard them from attack by 
die United States-Ied Gulf 
war coalition but said they 
had been “entrusted” to 
Iran in 1991. 

Mr. Sabaf also asked Mr. 
Annan to call on Iran to 


Cook: Saddam misuses 
money meant to aid Iraqis 


Si 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook said Tuesday Iraq’s president had the deans- 
to ease the plight of sanctions-hit Iraqi children but pre- 
ferred to “feather his own nest” and build up his weapons 
capacity. 

He had been asked at a news conference what he was 
doing to help Iraqi children who were dying for lack of 
medicine and treatment as a result of sanctions imposed 
since Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Cook, in New York for the U.N. General Assembly, 
said Britain had supported a Security Council resolution 
allowing Iraq to export limited quantities of oil to buy 
humanitarian supplies such as food and medicine. 

One of the major reasons the resolution had not been 
implemented over recent months was because the Iraqi 
government itself “has procrastinated and delayed the 
agreements that are necessary for it to take place,” he 
said. 

During the same period “(President; Saddam Hussein 
has both extended his own palace and has continued with 
his expensive programme of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion.” Mr. Cook said. 

“Saddam Hussein has the resources to feed his people 
and to provide them with medicine. He chooses to use his 
money instead to feather his own nest and to provide the 
capacity for Iraq to threaten the stability of die region,” he 
added. 



„ „ . 


TOWN UNDER SIEGE: Israeli soldiers stand at a roadblock in the West Bank village of Asira Shamaliya on 
Wednesday. Palestinians in the town north of Nablus live in fear of retaliation by the Israeli army after four res- 
idents were fingered as the bombers in two suicide attacks in Jerusalem. Hours after Israel announced the names 
of the bombers, troops who have sealed the town since Sunday entered Asira Shamaliya and made pre-dawn 
raids on four houses (AFP photo 1 


Egypt Islamist group says police round up dozens 


“desist forthwith from tak- 
ing any measures to make 
technical or other changes 
or modifications to the air- 


craft” and to refrain from 
using them for any military, 
commercial or private pur- 
pose. 


Rights group urges Iran 
to stop discrimination 


Arafat receives Czech 
president in Bethlehem 


DUBAI <R) — A U.S.- 
based human rights group 
Wednesday urged Iran's 
new president to stop what it 
said was discrimination 
against, and in some cases 
persecution of, certain reli- 
gious and ethnic minorities. 

“Human Rights Watch 
urges the new government 
of- President - Mohammad 
Khatami to - implement 
enforceable legal safeguards 
available to ah and to root 
out discrimination on the 
basis of religion or ethnic 
origin,” the New York- 
based group said 

In a statement. Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) said 
the Iranian government had 
engaged in “the flagrant 
persecution of religious 
minorities, notably Baha’is 
and Evangelical Chris- 
tians.” 

Analysts say Evangelical 
Christians are pressured by 
Iranian authorities because 
of the group's activities in 
converting Muslim Iranians. 
Other Christian minorities, 
such as Armenians and 
Assyrians, limit their reli- 
gious activities to their own 
ethnic groups. 

Many senior government 
and army positions in Iran 
are limited to Iran’s official 
religion which is Shiite 
Islam. 

“Iran's constitution pro- 


vides only qualified com- 
mitments to the principle of 
noDHdiscrijnuiatioQ on the 
basis of religion or ethnic 
identity,” Hani Megally. 
executive director of HRW 
Middle East, said in the 
statement 

“In practice, these quali- 
fied provisions have proved 
to be no protection against 
what has become wide- 
spread, institutionalised dis- 
crimination and in the case 
of Baha’is and Evangelicals, 
outright persecution,” Mr. 
Megally added 

Iran denies discrimination 
against ethnic groups and 
recognised religious minori- 
ties — Christians, Zoroastri- 
ans and Jews — but Tehran 
does not recognise the 
Baha'i faith as a religion 
and considers it “a mislead- 
ing and wayward sect” 

Iran rejects international 
human rights groups’ criti- 
cism of its h uman rights 
record as politically moti- 
vated 

HRW said Baha'i assem- 
blies have been banned 
since 1983 and participation 
in Baha'i activities is liable 
to prosecution. 

Baha'is in the U.S. say 
more than 200 members of 
their faith have been execut- 
ed in Iran for their religious 
belief since the Islamic rev- 
olution in 1979. 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Czech President Vaclav 
Havel, on a “symbolic” 
tour to support the peace 
process, met Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
President Yasser Arafat in 
the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem on Wednesday. 

President Arafat greeted 
Prime Minister Havel at his 
official residence before the 
two leaders moved to a 
Bethlehem hotel for talks, 
an Agence France Presse 
correspondent said. 

Afterwards Mr. Havel 
visited the Manger Church, 
which marks the location 


where in Christian tradition 
Jesus was bom and is Beth- 
lehem's main tourist attrac- 
tion. 

Mr. Havel held talks 
Tuesday with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. Afterwards he 
said he was convinced the 
right-wing leader sincerely 
seeks peace with the Pales- 
tinians. 

The Czech leader, whose 
trip has been described by 
aides as a “symbolic” effort 
to help the peace process, 
has already visited 
Lebanon and Jordan. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 
Muslim Brotherhood 
organisation said on 
Wednesday police had been 
rounding up dozens of its 
members in various 
provinces -over the past 
week. 

The group’s spokesman 
Mamoun Hudaibi told 
Reuters between 70 and 80 
university and secondary 
school students had been 
detained without charge. 

The interior ministry said 


police had not arrested any- 
one and that it did not have 
information on the Brother- 
hood claims. 

'They have been detain- 
ing people over the past 
week over the whole coun- 
try. We don’t know- why. It 
is a wide operation and it 
looks like it is the result of 
general guidelines [by the 
government] ,” Mr. Hudaibi 
said. 

“Maybe it's a policy of 
public terrorism. They do 


this occasionally. We no 
longer ask,” he added. 

Authorities arrested 34 
people suspected of 
belonging to the Brother- 
hood in the Mediterranean 
city of Alexandria in 
August. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
is the largest and most 
influential political Islamist 
organisation in Egypt It 
says it seeks to transform 
Egypt into an Islamist state 
through democratic, peace- 


ful means, including elec- 
tions. 

But the government 
maintains the brotherhood 
is just a face for more vio- 
lent Islamist groups such as 
the Gamaa Islamiyab. 

Islamists have been fight- 
ing the government since 
1992 to establish a strict 
Islamist state. More than 
1,000 people. mostly 
policemen and militants 
have been killed. 


Iraqis who married girls aged 13 and 
14 sentenced to prison in Nebraska 


LINCOLN, Nebraska (AP) 
— Two Iraqi men who mar- 
ried Iraqi girls ages 13 and 
14 in a ceremony in 
Nebraska arranged by the 
youngsters' father were 
sentenced to four to six 
years in prison Tuesday. 

Majed A1 Tamimi, 28. and 
Latif A1 Hussani, 34. were 


found guilty in July of sex- 
ual assault of a child. They 
could have gotten 50 years 
behind bars., 

In a Nov. 9 Musiim cere- 
mony, the men married a 
fellow Iraqi refugee’s 
daughters. When authori- 
ties found out, the men 
were arrested. The mini- 


mum age for getting mar- 
ried in. Nebraska is 17. /■ 

The case has been por- 
trayed, by some as, a clash 
between Nebraska law and 
the customs of another cul- 
ture. Lawyers for the two 
men said they had no idea 
they were breaking the law 
and were simply following 


their custom. 

They will have to serve at 
least two years before 
becoming eligible 'for 
parole. 

Both refugees of the Gulf 
war, A1 Tamimi and A1 
Hussani emigrated to Lin- 
coln more than a year ago. 


U.S. to send two B-l bombers 
to Bahrain for mock bombing 


Dozens of Israelis get illegal kidney 
transplants in Turkey, paper reports 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. is sending two B- 
1 bombers to Bahrain this 
month, staging a mock 
bombing run in Kuwait on 
the way. the Pentagon said 
Wednesday. 

The late September 
deployment of the two 
bombers and two KC-135 
tanker planes from Moun- 
tain Home Air Force Base, 
Idaho is meant to demon- 


strate the air force’s ability 
to project power globally, 
the Pentagon said. 

“It is intended to ensure 
that our forces are prepared 
to respond to potential 
threats to U.S. or coalition 
interests.” it said in a state- 
ment 

On the way to Bahrain, 
the bombers will conduct a 
simulated bombing run at 
Kuwait's Udari range, the 


Pentagon said. 

Qnce in the Gulf, they 
will conduct additional 
training flights in Kuwait 
and Bahrain. 

The bomber deployment 
coincides with the deploy- 
ment to Bahrain of an expe- 
ditionary force of about 20 
F-15 and F-16 fighters from 
the same air force unit the 
366th Composite Wing. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Dozens of Israelis have 
travelled to Turkey this 
year to obtain transplants of 
kidneys purchased iUegaily 
from Turkish donors, the 
Haaretz newspaper report- 
ed Wednesday. 

The kidneys are pur- 
chased for prices ranging 
from $10,000 to $20,000 
and the transplant operation 
itself costs around 
$150,000, plus $20,000 for 


Israeli doctors who accom- 
pany the patients, the news- 
paper reported. 

The transactions, which 
Haaretz said take place in 
hospitals remote from 
Istanbul, are in violation of 
Turkish law which pro- 
hibits the purchase of 
organs. 

Haaretz said about 50 
Israelis had obtained kid- 
ney transplants in Turkey 
so far this year. 


Israeli doctors estimate 
that there are currendy 
about 2,000 Israeli patients 
awaiting kidney transplants 
but that only about 80 
receive new organs each 
year. 

Among patients in need 
of the procedure, around 10 
per cent will die from kid- 
ney failure if they do not 
receive a new organ within 
a year. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Ovide and the Gang 

14:30 _The New Fred and Barney 
15:00 America's Funniest People 

15:30 He Shcwis He Scores 

16:30 Shingalana 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 — News in French 

19:15 French Progammes 

19J0 News Headlines 

19:35 .... — .Trivial Pureiut 

20:00 Parenthood 

20^0 Lois and Clark — Super- 
man 

21:10 Kung Fu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature Film 

23:15 Step By Step 

23:59 £ndofTN. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:03 _.Pajr 

05:21.... — (Sunrise) Doha 

11:27 Dhuhr 

14:54 *Asr 

17:34 Maghreb 

18:51 - ‘Isha 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 688404 
Die Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
Engfeh -speaking 
Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 


Deserts 14/30 

Jordan Valley 20/32 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 29, Aqaba 33 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 35 per 
cent, Aqaba 46 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieh, TeL 810740 
Assemblies oT God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop slightly with moderate 
weather conditions prevailing 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate to active. On Friday, 
there will be a gradual rise in 
temperatures. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 

Amman 16/27 

Aqaba .21/32 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. KhaGITbduq .757253 

Dr. Naser Ibrahim ......830432 

Dl Wafiq Qaddumi 891542 

Dc Bahjat Bader .832642 

Firas pharmacy — 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 
Al Salam pharmacy -.-636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ._.65766G 

N^jib pharmacy -....847632 

IRBID: 

Dn Ghazi Ta'amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. WalidNabhan 995743 

KhaliTeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Cnril Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ... 199 
Rescue PoEce 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Muntdpality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ; .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

„ -661101 

Jordan Television ........ -.773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority — 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

.636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti Airport 08- 

53200 


813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. ...644281/6 
AkOeh Maternity, —642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Madias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani 607071 
. Shmeisani Hospital ..-.669131 
University Hospital .-...845845 
Al-Muasber Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-Ahfi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muh^jreen 

777101/3 

AJ-Bashir — 775111/26 

Army, Marka :_S9161l/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240(50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
Supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


JDohafGF) 

Al ’Arish (PF) 

Shariqah (AHj 

Rome (AZl 

. — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Cairo (MS) 

-Beirut (ME) 

.Amsterdam. Beirut (XL) 

London (BA) 

-Dubai (EK) 


21:00 ...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
21:25 Abu Dhabi, Kuah Lumpur (RJ) 

22:00 Jakarta (RJ) 

23:00 Jeddah (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 
.... - 661 111 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -.865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

- J09W83323 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 
... (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
rtwioonoon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

. . . imfww 

Greek 

CathoKc Hospital 

.- -..(02)272275 

Dm AJ 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:05 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09ril5 ’ — Bombay (RJ) 

09:05 Dahrain. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:20 — Bahrain (RJ) 

09£5 Beirut (RJ) 

09:40 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

09:40 - JDahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

KhOO Colombo iRJi 

16:05 Moscow (RJ) 

16 JO London tRJ) 

1<h 55 .Kuwait (RJ) 

17 JO New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

18:20 .-.Bangkok, Calcutta |RJ) 
1930 Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday ) 

07:45 - Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marita Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 -Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 .Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22^0 Amman (Marica Airport) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 


Other Flights 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

05:15 Jstanbul (TK) 

07:45 — Beirut (ME) 

07:50 — Amsterdam (G A) 

08:10 — -.London (BA) 

13:30 Riyadh (SV) 

13:45 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 
14 JO Annaba (Algeria) (AH) 

14:30 AJ 'Arish (add) (PF) 

16:00 — Rome (AZ) 

20:10 -....Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:00 Cairo (MS) 

01:30 -Amsterdam (KL) 

07:45 — -„.-JBeirui(Mb) 

09x00 Dubai ( EK) 

09:25 -Jjyndoo (BA) 


Other Flights 


12:00 — -...Riyadh (SV) 


Royal Jordanian iRJi Flights 

05:45 - Beirut (RJ) 

06 JO Moscow (RJ) 

11:10 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

U:15 .Abu Dhabi. AJ ‘Ain (RJ) 
11:15 Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:30 - — Kuwait (RJ) 

11:35 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

12:10 (Rj) 

~ - Athens (RJ) 

12£5 London tRJ) 

20:20 Lamaca (RJ) 

20:30 -- --- - Cairo (RJ) 


Royal Wings - . ■ 

(For Thursday and Friday) ^ ^ 
06:45 Amman (Marka Airport) •’ 

08:15 Aqaba (R#^ 

09:30 ...-Amman (QAIA) £ 
16:45 Amman (Marka Airp^^P 
(RW) 

20 JO —.Amman (QAIA 
21:50 Aqaba Mg 
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Home News 

Queen Noor visits Karak 
schools, tourism project 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, September 25-26, 1997 


Majority of former Parliament 
deputies intend to run for re-election 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor 
Wednesday toured the gov- 
emorate of Karak, where 
she visited several Ministry 
of Education schools and 
the tourism project at the 
Karak Citadel, according to 
a press release Wednesday. 

As a follow-up to Their 
Majesties visit to Karak last 
June and as part of AI Dm 
Noor Srudent Relief pro- 
gramme, Queen Noor 
inspected the facilities of 
the schools in Ariha. Abu 
Traba, Al Aliyah, AI 
Mughayyar, and Mas'ar 
villages, the statement read. 

Queen Noor expressed 
her appreciation and grati- 
tude to everyone who con- 
tributed to Al Dm Noor Stu- 
dent Relief Fund, which 
was established last year to 
ensure that all students in 
the Kingdom are given the 
opportunity to complete 
their education. Al Tim 
Noor Student Relief Fund, 
supported by contributions 
from Jordanians each year 
on the Queen’s birthday, 
donated laboratory equip- 
ment and will support the 
education of impoverished 
children in these schools, 
the statement continued. 

According to the Minister 


WADI MOUSA (Petra) — 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd Bin Zeid Wednesday 
called for further develop- 
ing and improving health, 
social, and special educa- 
tion services for children 
in Wadi Mousa to cope 
with the expected changes 
in the near future. 

Addressing a special 
graduation ceremony 
organised by the Petra 
Society for the Handi- 
capped, in cooperation 


By Nadia MukhUs 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Globe 
Programme, a project of the 
Friends of the Environment 
(FOE), wus established to 
bring students, teachers, and 
scientists from around the 
world together with the 
Internet for environmental 
learning and observation. 
Ran a Naber, Media Commit- 
tee spokesperson at FOE 
said. 

The teachers representing 
the Globe schools in the 
Kingdom will meet on Sept. 
25 for a one-day workshop, 
where each will present a 
schedule for implementing 
the programme, Ms. Naber 
said. 

They will be trained to use 
the Internet, enter data into 
computers, and register data, 
she explained. 

"They will also attend a 
lecture on satellite and 
remote sensing, after which 
they should be qualified to 
implement this programme 
in their schools,” she added 

The teachers will instruct 
students on taking measure- 
ments, help students under- 
stand the relevance of their 


of Education Munther 
Masri, the annual budget of 
the ministry cannot address 
all the needs of the coun- 
try's schools, particularly in 
supplying them with labo- 
ratory equipmefitT library 
books, and fees. Therefore, 
Al Tim Noor F und , in coop- 
eration with the ministry, is 
helping in providing many 
of the required needs, the 
press release read. 

Dr. Masri added that as a 
result of rhe Queen’s visit 
to the Ma’an govemorate 
schools last week, the min- 
istry has embarked on a 
comprehensive mainte- 
nance of the school build- 
ings and their facilities. 

Queen Noor concluded 
her visit by inaugurating an 
exhibition of handicrafts by 
charitable organisations- in 
the govemorate and 
inspecting the Ministry of 
Tourism’s development 
project for Karak. The pro- 
ject, which is funded by the 
World Bank and the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JTCA), includes 
conserving the historic sites 
of the city, in particular the 
citadel, converting the path 
linking the citadel with the 
old city centre into a stone- 
paved pedestrian street for 


with several governmental 
and non-go vemmental 
organisations. Prince Ra’d 
said the number of institu- 
tions serving the handi- 
capped has increased from 
one in 1964 to 112 now. 

He added that such insti- 
tutions are run by thou- 
sands of people from the 
public and private sectors 
and millions of dinars are 
spent each year to provide 
this humanitarian service. 

However, he noted tijat'' 


observations, and explain the 
significance of the global 
visualisations, she said. 

Students, guided by trained 
teachers, take environmental 
measurements identified and 
designed by an international 
group of scientists and edu- 
cators, Ms. Naber explained. 

They will I earn how their 
local observations, together 
wjth those of other students 
and scientists worldwide, 
make an environmental pic- 
ture of the earth, she 
explained- 

The Internet connection for 
the schools was set up to 
allow access to a local net- 
work and five Internet sites, 
she clarified 

FOE organised an informa- 
tional workshop in August 
that was attended by approx- 
imately 30 teachers from 
local schools, Ms. Naber 
added 

The FOE Globe committee 
visited 13 schools in various 
locales, including the cities 
of Irbid Husun. Mafraq, 
Tafileh, and Aqaba, which 
were chosen to implement 
this programme, she said 

They set up computers, 
tesred equipment, and pre- 
pared for the actual Internet 


tourists, and restoring an 
old municipality building to 
house a visitors centre, a 
handicrafts centre, and a 
restaurant, the statement 
said. 

The Karak Citadel, com- 
pleted in 1142, is consid- 
ered to be the most impres- 
sive in the line of Crusader 
castles that dot the land- 
scape from Turkey to 
southern Jordan. The Karak 
project is part of a ten-year 
national strategy for 
tourism, prepared by the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities with the assis- 
tance of the World Bank, 
that will support the growth 
of competitive, sustainable, 
and environmen tally-sound 
tourism, the press release 
continued. 

Senator Leila Sharaf. Dr. 
Masri. Minister of Tourism 
and Antiquties Akel Biltaji, 
Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion Board of Trustees 
Member Salwa Damen- 
Masri, Director of the 
Department of Antiquities 
Ghazi Bisheh, and Director 
of Tourism in Karak 
accompanied Queen Noor 
on her visit the statement 
concluded. 


only five per cent of the 
handicapped benefit from 
these services, mostly in 
major cities. 

"It is sad that a large 
number of children do not 
receive proper medial and 
rehabilitation services," 
Prince Ra’d said. 

At the end of the ceremo- 
ny. Prince Ra'd presented 
certificates to 24 volun- 
teers who completed a spe- 
cial course on community- 
based rehabilitation. 


connection with other 
schools and environmental 
specialists, she continued. 

The Globe agreement was 
signed by the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs, 
the American embassy, and 
FOE In October 1996. 

“The Globe programme 
aims for students to conduct 
hands-on experiments that 
have real scientific signifi- 
cance.” she said. 

The students will be able to 
send their data via the Inter- 
net and other means to a pro- 
cessing centre, where the 
data are made available to 
scientists around the world, 
contributing to efforts ro bet- 
ter understand the earth, she 
clarified. 

She explained that the stu- 
dents' data are combined 
with data from other sources. 
State-of-the-art digital 
images, based on these data, 
are relayed back to class- 
rooms by television, comput- 
ers, and other communica- 
tion systems, she said. 

The visualisation empha- 
sises how each school's 
observations are an impor- 
tant part of understanding the 
global environment, Ms. 
Naber concluded. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — More than 
half of out-going Lower 
House members have 
expressed optimism about 
their chances of being re- 
elected in the Nov. 4 elec- 
tions. 

According to Jordan 
Times’ interviews with can- 
didates and local press 
reports, at least 48 of the SO 
former deputies have so far 
officially announced bids 
for re-election. 

If their forecasts prove 
true, the 13th parliament 
could feature a number of 
“old faces ” notwithstand- 
ing the boycott of the 
Islamists, who won 17 seats 
in the last elections. 

Statistics, however, show 
that voters favour “new 
faces": of the 64 deputies in 
the 11th Parliament who 
sought re-election in 1993, 
only 27 won. 

In addition, the outgoing 
deputies will also have to 
consider that, due to the 
introduction of the one-per- 
son, one-vote system before 
the last elections, many 
tribal votes will be dis- 
persed among rival rela- 
tives. 

Former Minister of Sup- 
ply Munir Sobar expressed 
confidence in being re- 
elected in the Amman Fifth 
District, though two of his 
cousins (Khalil Isma'il and 
Mouloud Sobar) are run- 
ning against him for the 
Circassian seat allocated to 
that district. 


HUDC 

awards 

tender 

for 

Aqaba 

housing 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Corporation (HUDC) 
Wednesday awarded a local 
construction company u 
JD760.000 tender for the con- 
struction of a housing estate 
in Aqaba for government 
-employees. 

According to the contract 
which was signed by HUDC 
Director Yousef Hiyasat and 
the company’s general man- 
ager, nine buildings will com- 
prise a total of 54 housing 
units, each of 125 square 
metres. 

The govern mem owns the 
units, 'which allows its 
employees working in Aqaba 
to rent them for nominal sum 
as long as they are civil ser- 
vants. 

According to the terms of 
the contract work on the pro- 
ject is to be completed 18 
months from commeoce- 
menL 

Mr. Hiyasat remarked at the 
signing ceremony that the 
HUDC project will be an 
extension to a similar estate 
built previously in Aqaba, 
adding that the HUDC had 
constructed 186 bousing units 
in the past for employees 
working for the government- 
owned National Electric 
Power Company, the Voca- 
tional Training Corporation, 
and die Civil Defence 
Department. 

According to Mr Hiyasat, 
tiie HUDC is now contacting 
the government departments 
whose Aqaba employees 
wish to make use of the new 
units. 

Mr. Hiyasat expressed the 
HUDC’s readiness to respond 
to government departments’ 
housing needs and provide 
the required housing units for 
their employees in all parts of 
the country. 

The HUDC continues to 
cany out housing projects for 
limited income groups at rea- 
sonable cost and will contin- 
ue to cooperate with private 
sector firms to achieve this, 
he added. 


Though admitting that the 
participation of his two 
kinsmen in the race could 
disperse his votes, the for- 
mer MP told the Jordan 
Tunes that he was “sure to 
win,” and added that his 
election campaign is 
already on track. 

Former Minister of 
Labour Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh was also very 
confident that he will be re- 
elected, although his tribe, 
Bani Hamida, is going to 
field at least five other can- 
didates in the Madaba dis- 
trict. 

“My campaign has 
already started, and every- 
thing seems to be going 
very well,” he maintained, 
adding that the boycott of 
the elections by the Muslim 
Brotherhood and its politi- 
cal arm, the Islamic Action 
Front (1AF), as well as 
other eight opposition par- 
ties, wifi “make it easier” 
for independent candidates 
to win. 

Describing the key points 
in his campaign. Mr. 
Shakhanbeh said “the peo- 
ple do not want to hear of 
politics, they want their 
needs to be addressed That 
is why 1 am concentrating 
on my community’s every- 
day problems, like lack of 
infrastructure and mounting 
unemployment." 

.Mr. Shakhanbeh is going 
to run as independent, as he 
did in 1993. “I hope voters 
will let me continue the job 
I started,” he concluded 
In addition to Mr. 
Shakhanbeh, another of 


RAMTHA (Petra) — 
Deputising for His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Minister of Trade, 
Industry and Supply Hani 
Mulki Wednesday opened a 
workshop on interaction 
between universities and 
the production and services 
sectors. 

Addressing the opening 
session. Dr. Mulki said rhe 
accelerating changes in the 
last few years in the techno- 
logical, economic, commu- 
nication, and information 
fields have changed the tra- 
ditional roles of universities 
in advanced societies. 

As a result, universities 
have become involved in 
industry and production- 
related research activities, 
he said 

“Our option is to build 
national economy capable 
of competing at the nation- 
al and international levels 
and to adjust to the local, 
regional, and international 
changes," Dr Mulki said 
adding that economic poli- 
cy should be based on con- 
tinuous interaction and dia- 
logue between the govern- 
ment, educational, 

research, training, and pri- 
vate sectors. 

He called on universities 
to reconsider their curricula 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The new 
wording to a draft treaty on 
anti-personnel mines, for- 
mally approved at the 
recently-concluded Oslo 
Diplomatic Conference, 
must await further deliber- 
ations before the Kingdom 
endorses it. 

“Jordan supports the 
final wording of the final 
draft treaty, but the govern- 
ment still has to study a 
comprehensive report 
compiled on the anti-per- 
sonnel mine issue this 
week," said Ma’rouf 
Bakhit, vice president for 
Military Affairs at Mu’ta 
University. 

Based on the outcome of 
these deliberations, the 
government will then 
decide whether or not to 


Madaba’s three former 
deputies intends to seek re- 
election. 

Islamist independent 
Abdul Majeed Aqtash, who 
came second in Madaba in 
1993 confirmed in an earli- 
er interview with the Jordan 
Times that he will compete 
again, but this year in the 
Amman Second District 
while out-going Christian 
deputy Samih Farah said he 
decided not to run “to give 
younger people from my 
same tribe and close to my 
political views a chance to 
be elected." 

According to Mr. Farah, 
there are “at least six new 
candidates for the Madaba 
Christian seat and they are 
all looking to me for sup- 
port" 

However, he said he will 
not announce which one he 
will support “until mid- 
October,” after registration 
procedures have been com- 
pleted. 

Though Mr. Farah 
declined to name the aspir- 
ing Madaba Christian 
deputies, local press reports 
have mentioned as possible 
candidates Nashahat 
Hamameh. Shafiq 

Zawaideh, Shouqi Karad- 
sheh, and Suheil Twal. 
Local political commenta- 
tors have indicated Mr. 
Zawaideh as the favourite. 

Former Minister of Warer 
and Transport Samir 
Kawar, who was the Christ- 
ian deputy of the Balqa dis- 
trict in the 1989 1 1th Parlia- 
ment. as well as in the 1993 
12th Parliament, will also 


with a view to introducing 
modem technology and 
specialised training to 
enable students to cope 
with the latest technologi- 
cal developments and meet 
the requirements of the 
national economy. 

Dr. Mulki stated that local 
universities have focused 


endorse the new 
international humanitarian 
law treaty. Dr. Bakhit told 
the Jordan Times. 

The report includes the 
positions of neighbouring 
countries on this treaty, 
Jordan’s security require- 
ments, and other technical 
matters, he explained. 

Israel, Syria, and Egypt 
have not been party to the 
Ottawa process, which was 
initiated in 1996 by the 
Canadian government. 
This process stipulated that 
by December 1997 states 
would return to Ottawa to 
adopt a treaty banning 
anti-personnel mines. 

“Jordan was present at 
the Oslo Diplomatic Con- 
ference as an observer and 
responded positively to 
proposed ideas on the most 
touching issues regarding 
the wording of the draft 


run again this year in the 
same district. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Times. Mr. 
Kawar denied he was a 
“tribal" candidate and 
maintained that “everybody 
who is ru nnin g for the 
Balqa Christian seat is my 
competitor,” adding that 
there are other six possible 
candidates for that seat 

In the Ma'an constituen- 
cy, which, before this year’s 
administrative amendments 
included also the Aqaba 
district and was allocated 
five seats, none of the for- 
mer deputies, including for- 
mer Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and former 
Minister of Interior Awad 
Khleifat, intends ro run 
a gain . 

The outgoing Ma’an 
deputies cited various rea- 
sons for their withdrawal 
from the race: former IAF 
Deputy Badr Riati said he is 
complying with his party's 
decision to boycott, while 
former independent Deputy 
Taha Habahbeh said he 
wanted to leave the ground 
to “new faces.” 

In contrast. Mafraq 
appears to be so far the only 
electoral district in the 
Kingdom in which all for- 
mer deputies have decided 
to try their luck again: For- 
mer Minister of Justice 
Abdul Karim Dughmi, 
Abdullah Akhou Irsbedeh, 
and Mohammed Abu Oleim 
have confirmed they will 
join the race. 

Among the outgoing 
deputies determined to ran 


on teaching basic sciences 
without paying enough 
attention to the concept of 
technology. 

Reiterating His Majesty 
King Hussein's directives 
to establish links between 
universities and the produc- 
tion sectors. Dr. Mulki said 
such links are the only stan- 


treaty,” noted head of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) del- 
egation in Amman, Jack 
De Maio. 

The U.S. proposal to 
exempt U.N. -commanded 
forces in Korea from the 
general prohibition on 
anti-personnel mines was 
blocked by the majority of 
participating states, ICRC 
delegate Stuart Maslene 
told the Jordan Times. 

He noted that allhough 
“there have been a number 
of proposals to change the 
definition [of anti-person- 
nel mines] in the existing 
text and two possible 
exceptions,” the large 
majority of states called 
for a strong and clear defi- 
nition and a treaty without 
exceptions. 

In a dramatic act of 
protest, the U.S. “just 


again in this year’s elec- 
tions from other gover- 
norates are: Former Minis- 
ter of Social Development 
H amma d Abu Jamous 
(.Amman First District): 
former Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ali Abu Ragheb, 
Toujan Feisal, the only 
woman deputy in the 12th 
Parliament, and Secretary 
General of the Jordanian 
Arab Ba’ath Socialist Party 
Khalil Haddadin (all in 
Amman Third District): 
former deputy Prime Min- 
ister and Deputy Secretary 
General of the National 
Constitutional Party (NCPl 
Abdul Ra’ouf Rawabdeh 
and former Minister of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat (both in irbid); 
former Minister of Culture 
Ahmad Qudah (Ajloun); 
Fawaz Zo'bi (Ramtba); for- 
mer Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa Shneikat and for- 
mer Minis ter of Post and 
Communications and Ener- 
gy and Mineral Resources 
Hashem D abb as (both in 
the Balqa district); NCP 
Secretary General and for- 
mer Minister of Public 
Works Abdul Hadi Majali; 
and former Lower House 
Speaker Sa'ed Hayel Srour 
(northern bedouins). 

_ Ministry of Interior Sec- 
retary General Hashem 
Sabbagh announced two 
weeks ago that official reg- 
istration procedures for 
candidates will start on Ocl 
10, and will last for three 
days, in accordance with 
the Elections Law. 


dard against which the suc- 
cess of education and train- 
ing can be measured. 

Dr. Mulki stressed the 
importance of establishing 
close relations with various 
economic and production 
sectors and called for estab- 
lishing joint projects and 
industrial compounds. 


walked out of the morning 
session on Thursday and 
did not return,” comment- 
ed Mr. De Maio. 

The U.S. indicated From 
the begin ing that it pre- 
ferred to pursue a land- 
mine ban through the 
U.N.'s Conference on Dis- 
armament. 

“The U.S., Russia, 
China, India, Iran, Iraq, 
Turkey, Israel, and a host 
of other nations, who 
account for more than half 
the world's population, 
have no intention of 
attending the signing cere- 
mony in Ottawa in Decem- 
ber.” declared Louise 
Doswald-Beck, Head of 
the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) delegation to the 
Conference. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


FILMS 

* “Crania del Alba" (last episode) at Institute 
Cervantes. Jabal Amman on Thursday at 5:00 
p.m. 

* “Beaches” at the American Centre, Abdoun on 
Thursday at 5:00 pm, 

DARATALFUNUN 
SUMMER ‘97 FESTIVAL 

THURSDAY’S ACTIVITIES 

* Film entitled “Isamu Naguchi" at 6:00 pjn. 

* Graphics by Rafa Nasiri of Iraq, Ziad Dalloul 
of Syria, and Najia Mehadji at the South HalL 

* Paintings by Jordanian artist M ohammad 
Qaik&a at the Middle HalL 

* Sculpture, drawings, and paintings by Jordan- 
ian artist Rajwa AIL 

* Works by contemporary Arab artists at the 
Blue House. 

* Paintings by children of Zarqa reflecting on the 
problem of pollution at the Byzantine church. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Painting by Fatima El-Helou at Institute Cer- 
vantes. Jabal Amman, until Oct 4. 

* “The Projects of the Essence, Aspects of Ital- 
ian Painting in the 90s” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until Ocl 20. 

* Works by Khlief Mahmoud Khlief at 
Hamourabi Ait Gallerv, Gardens Street, until 
Ocl 2 (Tel. 5536098). 

* Works by Syrian artist Dr. Fateh Moudaires at 
Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Street, until Sept 
25 (TeL 5537598). 

* Works by Darieen Wilkexson entitled “Arab 
Madinas in Batik" at the Jordan Crafts Develop- 
ment Centre (Al Aydi), Jabal Amman, Second 
Circle, until Sept. 25 (TeL 644555). 

* Paintings exhibition entitled “La Radioac- 
tivite” at the French Cultural Centre, until SepL 
3a 

* paintings by Palestinian artists entitled “Pales- 

tine die Reality and the Dream" at die Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts, until Ocl. 2 
(except Tuesdays). 


Prince Ra’d calls for improved 
handicapped services 


Programme enables students to 
.supplement environmental knowledge 


Workshop on interaction between 
universities, industry opens 



Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply Hani Mulki (centre) opens a workshop deal- 
ing with the increased need for universities to cooperate with the various industry 
sectors due to the increase in technology (Petra photo) 


Kingdom’s endorsement of new mine 
treaty wording subject to review 
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2 die, tens of thousands sick as 


S. East Asia haze crisis worsens 


JAKARTA (AFP) — South 
East Asia Wednesday 
reported its first two deaths 
from the choking man-made 
haze blanketing much of the 
region. 

The haze has spread to 
parts of the southern 
Philippines and Thailand. 

More than 1,000 
Malaysian firefighter volun- 
teers arrived on Wednesday 
at Dumai, in the central 
Sumatran province of Riau, 
to help combat the fires. 

In Riau’s capital of 
Pekanbam free masks were 
being distributed to school- 
children and the population, 
the Media Indonesia daily 
said. 

‘The smoke is getting 
nastier by the day and I now 
wear a mask that I bought at 
the pharmacy for 1,500 
rupiah to go outside al- 
though my eyes are still get- 
ting stung,” a telephone 
operator in Jambi in 
Sumatra Island told AFP. 

Visibility in Jambi 
Wednesday was reported 
down to 30 metres, while 
officials said the airport 
there has remained closed 
since Sept. 4. 

Jambi Governor 

Abdurrahman Sayuti has 


ordered kindergartens 
closed because of the haze 
while schools from primary 
upwards were told not to 
hold activities out in the 


open. 

In West Kalimantan on 
Borneo Island, local author- 
ities have declared schools 
closed from Wednesday to 
Sept. 31 at least, die Suara 
Karya said. 

At Palangkaraya in 
Central Kalimantan dust 
particles in the air have 
reached 700 micro grammes 
per cubic metre, close to 
three times the safety level 
of 260 micro grammes, the 
Media Indonesia daily said. 

“Since September the fil- 
ter for our air pollution 
detection equipment has 
had to be changed every 
two hours and since Sept. 
22, it has ro be replaced 
every hour because of the 
density of the dust,” said the 
head of the Palangkaraya 
Meteorology Station, 
HidayaL 

In Malaysia’s central state 
of Selangor around 10,000 
people had been created as 
of Saturday, most for respi- 
ratory tract infections. 
Health Department Director 
Shukor Mohammad Noor 


said. More than 5,000 peo- 
ple have been reported sick 
in Malaysia’s eastern state 
of Sarawak on Borneo 
where postmen are donning 
masks and goggles to pro- 
tect them on their rounds, 

Azman Tain s! Abidin, an 
expert in air pollution con- 
trol, played down the imme- 
diate dangers in the 
Sarawak capital Kuching, 
where the air pollution 
index eased to 651 points 
early Wednesday — still at 
danger levels — from 800 
points Tuesday. 

Azman was quoted by The 
Star daily as saying inhaling 
air in Kuching was as dan- 
gerous as smoking a ciga- 
rette a day. But he added 
that authorities did not 
know if the particulate mat- 
ter was cancer-causing in 
the long run. 

Even in Malaysia’s north- 
ern Penang state, reports 
said there was a 200 per 
cent increase in the number 
of patients seeking treat- 
ment for haze-related ail- 
ments to 62 a day since 
Monday. The haze has also 
spread to southern Thailand 
including the prime tourist 
resort of Phuket but officials 
said it was not yet at danger 


levels. 

The World Bank warned 
the region Wednesday to 
tackle slash -and-bura tac- 
tics. Farmers who fell and 
burn trees to cultivate land 
are looking for short-term 
gains that will provoke 
long-term desolation as the 
earth becomes unfit for 
agriculture, operations chief 
Paul Mitchell told AFP. 

Indonesia’s government 
has given 176 companies, 
mostly big plantation firms, 
until the end of the month to 
prove they were not deliber- 
ately starting fires. 

But Indonesian timber 
baron Mohammad “Bob' 7 
Hasan Wednesday blamed 
small farmers rather than 
big companies, saying the 
blazes were the fault of 
“people's plantations, shift- 
ing cultivation farmers and 
wood thieves.” 

The smog has delayed the 
sending of food, medicine 
and paramedics to 
Indonesia’s easternmost 
province of Irian Jaya on 
New Guinea island, where 
251 people have been 
reported dead, mostly of 
starvation and cholera, fol- 
lowing a drought-induced 
water shortage. 



Australian ministers quit over travel claims 


CANBERRA (R) — Two 
senior Australian ministers 
quit Wednesday as a deep- 
ening row over travel 
allowance abuse allegations 
hit the 18-mooth-old con- 
servative government of 
Prime Minister John 
Howard. 

In the biggest ministerial 
crisis to hit the government, 
Mr. Howard told parliament 
in a special appearance he 
had accepted me resigna- 
tions of Transport and 
Regional Development 
Minister John Sharp and 
Administrative Services 
Minister David Jull. 

The shock announcement 
followed revelations late 
Tuesday that Mr. Sharp had 
secretly repaid almost 9,000 
Australian dollars ($6,500) 
of travel allowances he 
could not substantiate. 

Mr. Jull, who oversees 
parliamentary expenses, 
had not revealed die pay- 
ment to parliament, 
although he had detailed 


repayments by non-govem- 
ment members. 

“I have accepted their res- 
ignations and I believe their 
resignations are appropri- 
ate,” Mr. Howard said. 

Mr. Howard said the min- 
isters had to resign because 
the repayment was so large 
and should have been offi- 
cially explained in detail. 

Wednesday’s resignations 
have hit the government 
midway through its first 
term. 

They follow the resigna- 
tion in July of Mr. Howard's 
small business minister, 
Geoff Prosser, oyer allega- 
tions he had breached the 
ministerial code of conduct. 
An assistant minister and 
parliamentary secretary quit 
late last year over conflict- 
of-interest allegations. 

T have acted to uphold 
not only the reality of stan- 
dards but also the percep- 
tion of standards,” Mr. 
Howard said. 

“That is why what’s hap- 


S 1 has occurred.” Mr. 
ml, announcing an 
al inquiry into the mat- 
ter,! said he was not judging 
the ministers’ guilt or inno- 
cence, but said he had never 
had any reason to doubt 
their honesty. 

JVtr. Howard said Science 
Minister Peter McGauran 
ana Veterans Affairs 
Minister Bruce Scott had 
also repaid travel allowance 
payments of , smaller 
amounts, but they will 
remain in their jobs. 

Australian politicians and 
ministers are entitled to tax- 
fret payments of up to 
AS&20 a night for nights 
spejnt away from home on 
business. 

Mr. Howard's Liberal- 
National Coalition came to 
power in a landslide victory 
in March 1996, partly on a 
platform of cleaning up 
government 

But despite imposing a 
new ethics code, his govern- 
ment has been beset by reg- 


ular rows over ethical stan- 
dards. 

Three sitting or recently 
retired government MPs are 
before the courts over alle- 
gations of fraud in relation 
to travel allowances. So, 
too, is a key independent 
senator, until recently sup- 
ported by Mr. Howard’s 
government 

The government has also 
been hit by a series of other 
woes ip recent months, 
including controversy over 
native land rights and a 
divisive national race row 
sparked by populist politi- 
cian Pauline Hanson. 

The government’s opinion 
poll lead has fallen steadily 
over the past nine months, 
dropping from 12 points to 
about three, with some lead- 
ing polls putting the govern- 
ment and opposition neck 
and neck. The next election 
is due by mid- 1999. 


Ball is in N. Korea’s court Ion peace talks — U.S. 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
United States and South 
Korea agreed Tuesday that 
“the ball is in North Korea’s 
court” to restart aborted 
preparatory talks on four- 
party Korean peninsula 
peace negotiations, a senior 
U.S. official said. 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
South Korean Foreign 
Minister Chong-Ha Yu 
“agreed ... that with regard 
to the four-party talks, the 
ball is in North Korea's 
court,” the official told 
reporters. 

“They are waiting for a 
signal of seriousness from 
the North Koreans that we 
have not seen. And absent 
that, there’s not a lot we can 
do to get this thing going 
again." he said. 

There was speculation 
that Pyongyang was stalling 
on the peace talks until it 
saw who took power in 
South Korean elections in 
December, he added. 

The official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
also said that Seoul was 


drawing nearer to 
Washington in its under- 
standing of how serious the 
famine is in North Korea, 
the world’s most hardline 
remaining socialist system. 

The two foreign ministers 
had an “extensive discus- 
sion of the nature of the 
food crisis and bow deep it 
was and how extensive it 
was," the official said. 

They “talked about differ- 
ent ways to focus on the 
problem of children in 
North Korea who have 
severe malnutrition. They 
talked about working close- 
ly with the Japanese on this 
question,” he said. 

On the issue of food aid 
for North Korea, the United 
States, which has taken lead 
in pressing forward on 
behalf of such donations, 
and South Korea are “com- 
ing closer and closer togeth- 
er," the official said. 

He spoke after a second 
round of preparatory talks, 
aimed at establishing an 
agenda for peace talks, 
ended in failure. 

Washington blamed the 


Communist Pyongyang 
government for the failure 
of the talks between the 
United States, China, South 
and North Korea to arrange 
a conference in Geneva on a 
permanent peace agreement 
for the divided Korean 
peninsula. 

U.S. officials said famine- 
stricken North Korea had 
made “unacceptable” 
demands to link food aid to 
the four-party talks and to 
include U.S. troop with- 
drawals from South Korea 
and a bilateral peace treaty 
with Washington as agenda 
items. 

“They have put forward 
agenda items that we regard 
as non- serious,” one offi- 
cial said concerning last 
week’s breakdown of four- 
party talks laying the 
ground for full-scale peace 
talks with the United States, 
Germany, France and 
Britain. 

The United States says 
that while it is ready to dis- 
cuss the future- of its 37,000 
troops in South Korea, to 
include their withdrawal as 


an agenda item would be to 
cede in advance the point 
that they should leave. 

It also says that while it 
has already sent food aid to 
North Korea and is ready to 
consider more, it will not be 
forced to buy North Korean 
attendance at the peace talks 
with pledges of aid. 

North Korea said Sunday 
that the United States 
should provide food aid as a 
sign of goodwill, that a U.S. 
troop pullout from South 
Korea had always been on 
the table and that the 
resumption of the talks 
depended on the United 
States. 

North Korea, facing a 
severe food shortage, also 
said that the United States 
was trying to use food aid as 
a weapon. 

The 1950-1953 Korean 
war, in which the United 
States supported the capital- 
ist south and China backed 
the Co mmunis t North, 
ended with an armistice that 
stopped the fighting but 
technically not the war. 


Chirac to make 3-day state visit to Russia 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
President Jacques Chirac 
begins a three-day state 
visit to Russia Thursday, 
bearing what his spokes- 
woman Catherine Colonna 
called “a message of 
friendship, perseverance, 
determination and confi-’ 
dence in the future." 

Ms. Colonna said the 
main themes of the visit 


were cooperation in pursu- 
ing reforms in Russia and 
the country’s full integra- 
tion in the international 


and his Russian counter- 
pan Boris Yeltsin, trade 
levels are relatively low. 

France is only ninth in 
the table of exporters to 
Russia, while its imports 
of oil and natural gas 
resulted in a deficit of 
some 10 billion francs ($2 
billion) last year. 

In a bid to involve 
France in major industrial 
s, Mr. Chirac will 


projects, 
>e accoc 


• accompanied by a score 
of businessmen from vari- 


cornmumty. 

While political relations 
between the two countries 
are considered excellent, 
boosted by a firm friend- 
ship between Mr. Chirac 


ous sectors, along with 
Education Minister Claude 
Allegre, European Affairs 
Minister Pierre Moscovici 
and Foreign Trade Mini- 
ster Jacques Dondoux. 

He will have behind him 


an agreement signed 
Monday to reschedule 15 
billion francs in debt owed 
to France by the former 
Soviet Union. 

During his visit, taking 
him from Moscow to Saint 
Petersburg, Mr. Chirac 
will have talks with Mr. 
Yeltsin and Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
open a new French school 
in the Russian capital, and 
make a keynote speech at 
the city's institute for 
international relations. 

He will make another 
speech to the student body 
of the university of Saint ’ 
Petersburg and tour the 
Dubnowski Library, found- 
ed by the Tsarina 


Catherine H. 

Two humanitarian organ- 
isations, meanwhile, hope 
that Mr. Chirac will con- 
vince Mr. Yeltsin to step 
up efforts to free five 
French aid workers kid- 
napped in the Russian 
Caucasus. 

Four of them, from the 
Lyon-based relief organi- 
sation EquiLibre, disap- 
peared in Makhachkala, 
tiie capital of Dagestan, on 
Aug. 2. The fifth, a worker 
for Medecins Sans 
Frontieres, was seized on 
July 1 in Nazran, capital of 
neighbouring Ingushetia. 


Heavy arms fire again rocks Brazzaville 


KINSHASA (AFP) — 
Rival factions in the 
Congolese capital 

Brazzaville hammered each 
other with heavy weapons’ 
fire overnight, reports from 
Kinshasa across tee Congo 
river said Wednesday. 

The firing stopped in tee 
early morning, an AFP 
reporter in Kinshasa said. 

Bitter fighting between 
troops loyal to President 
Pascal Lissouba and the 
militia of his arch-rival. 
Denis Sassou Nguesso, has 
continued despite increas- 
ingly strident ceasefire calls 
from neighbouring states. 

Official figures put tee 
number killed since clashes 


broke out in early June at 
4.000. but international 
organisations have put the 
toll at almost twice that 

Several hundred thousand 
people have fled the capital 
for the country, or to tee 
neighbouring states, includ- 
ing the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

On Wednesday, as the 
guns which have reduced 
much of Brazzaville to rub- 
ble fell into temporary 
silence, radio stations con- 
trolled by bote sides 
resumed the propaganda 
battle. 

Radio Liberte, controlled 
by Sassou Nguesso. 
accused Mr. Lissouba and 


his Prime Minister Bernard 
Kolelas of genocide. 
Supporters of Sassou 
Nguesso, a former presi- 
dent, have refused to recog- 
nise Mr. Kolelas, nor the 
government he formed last 
week, because he was 
appointed by Mr. Lissouba, 
whose presidential mandate 
expired on August 3 1 . 

Presidential elections 
planned for July were post- 
poned indefinitely because 
of tee fighting. 

The Lissouba-con trolled 
Radio Congo accused 
Sassou Nguesso of being a 
rebel. 


Former S. African general admits 


executing anti-apartheid activists 


PORT ELIZABETH (AFP) 
— Retired police general. 
Nic Van Rensburg admitted 
before South Africa's Truth 
Commission Wednesday 
teat he and a colleague exe- 
cuted two anti-apartheid 
activists in 1982. 

Van Rensburg said student 
leaders Siphiwo Mtimkulu 
and Topsy Madaka were 
abducted from outside a 
hotel in this south coast city 
in April 1982, and taken to a 
disused police station where 
they were interrogated and 
then given coffee spiked 
with sleeping tablets. 

When they fell asleep Van 
Rensburg and his colleague. 
Colonel Gideon NieuwoudL 
took them outside and exe- 
cuted teem with shots to tee 


head. 

Van Rensburg said he 
killed Mtimkulu with a sin- 
gle shot behind an ear. 

The bodies were placed 
on a pile of firewood, 
doused with diesel and then 
burned for six hours. The 
remains were raked up by 
Nieuwoudt, who then 
dumped them in the nearby 
Fish River. 

As Van Rensburg was giv- 
ing his testimony, 
Mtimkulu 's teenaged son, 
Sikhumbuzo. began wailing 
and collapsed, and had to be 
carried from tee hall. 

His sister Aleuta also 
broke down and was com- 
forted by Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
officials. 


Van Rensburg and 
Nieuwoudt are among four 
former security police offi- 
cers applying for amnesty 
from the truth commission 
for tee murders of 
Mtimkulu and Madaka. 

The truth commission, 
which is probing human 
rights abuses during tee 
apartheid era, is obliged to 
grant amnesty to applicants 
provided they can prove a 
political motive and make 
full confession. 

Nieuwoudt, who is serv- 
ing a 20-year jail term, is 
also applying for amnesty 
for eight other killings, 
including tee 1977 death in 
police detention of Black 
Consciousness leader Steve 
Biko. 


New S. African political party 
fights for disenchanted voters 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP; 
— They come from different 
worlds — one is tee son of a 
conservative Afrikaner far- 
mer who rose to prominence 
in the apartheid regime, the 
other a former black militant 
in South Africa's liberation 
straggle. 

But on Saturday, Roelf 
Meyer and Bantu Holomisa, 
respectively defectors from 
tee conservative National 
Party (NP) and President 
Nelson Mandela's ruling 
African National Congress 
(ANC), will launch a new 
multi-racial party aimed at 
winning power. 

Faced with an increasingly 
skeptical electorate, tee two 
pariahs of the country’s lar- 
gest political parties are striv- 
ing to win votes of the disen- 
chanted and undecided and 
regenerate a struggling oppo- 
sition. 

‘Today, there is no balance 
on tee political scene. We are 
still being drawn down by the 
old political order, by parties 
either tainted by apartheid or 
joined by the singular goal of 
fighting it,” tee party said in 
a statement last week. 

The new party will unveil 


its name, colours and aims 
Saturday in Johannesburg. 
At their first joint confer- 
ence, the two leaders 
answered policy questions in 
vague outline, saying they 
would listen to the South 
African people before decid- 
ing upon detailed objectives. 

Nevertheless, several 
themes have emerged — the 
fight against crime and cor- 
ruption. job creation, the 
abolishment of political 
“affirmative action” policies 
designed to bring the black 
majority into the white-dom- 
inated economy, and tee end 
of “nepotism.” 

Since South Africa’s his- 
toric all-race elections in 
1994. the popularity of the 
“ANC has dropped about 10 
per cent, the NP also 14 per 
cent there is about 20 per 
cent floating. We have to 
come up with a good prod- 
uct and a good implemented 
strategy on politics to cap- 
rare these people who want 
no more rhetoric.” tee party 
statement said. 

Since joining forces, the 
two men have tried to capi- 
talise on their differences; Mr. 
Holomisa was an extreme- 


leftist and one of the most po- 
pular leaders of tee anti-apar- 
theid straggle while Mr. Me- 
yer was tee centre-right for- 
ma- secetary general of tee 
NP who maintained an image 
as thre‘ boy-next-door into his- 
50s. 

“Roelf and I are very dif- 
ferent and we must rally 
around teat challenge and 
build a winning nation 
around that,” Mr. Holomisa 
told AFP. 

Among their few common 
points is tee fact that bote 
were outcast from their for- 
mer political families — Mr. 
Holomisa for accusing an 
ANC government minis ter of 
corruption and criticising tee 
party’s fund-raising, while 
Mn Meyer proposed trans- 
forming tee party which 
invented apartheid into a pop- 
ular black-based movement 

Mr. Holomisa. 42, who 
enjoys tee title “general" 
from his military days, is tee- 
son of a traditional Xhosa 
chief who in 1988 captured 
power in the apartheid semi- 
independem tribal homeland 
of TranskeL which subse- 
quently became a base for 
then-outlawed ANC fighters. 


Pakistan, 

India' 


remain far 
apart after 
talks 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
prime ministers of archri- 
vals India and Pakistan 
held talks on long-standing 
grievances Tuesday but did 
not achieve any break- 
through, officials on both 
sides said. 

Gear evidence of the gulf 
between the two states 
came in their comments on 
possible U.S. mediation. 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif said teat 
would be very helpful to 
the two nations, which 
have often been at logger- 
heads over the last 50 


A young Indonesian mother is helped by her son to extinguish a blaze which struck 
their pepper plantation in East Kalimantan on the Indonesian side of Borneo Island. 
The crisis is being exacerbated by drought blamed on the El Nino weather phenome- 
non in the Pacific Ocean which has seriously delayed monsoon rains (Renter photo) 


years. 

Minutes later an Indian 
official poured cold water 
on tee idea, saying it was 
out of tee question. 

We believe no one knows 
tee problems of the region 
better than ourselves. 
There is no place for tee 
kind of mediation which 
has been mentioned, he 
told reporters. 

Officials said tee talks 
between Mr. Sharif and 
Indian Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujrai were 
cordial, although no date 
was set for any future con- 
tacts. 

Disputes over tee territo- 
ry of Kashmir — two- 
thirds -controlled by India 
but with a mainly Muslim 
population — have trig- 
gered two of the three wars 
between India and Pakistan 
since 1947. 

Skirmishes are common 
across tee disputed control 
line teat divides Kashmir 
between India and 
Pakistan. 

Mr. Sharif and tee Indian 
official were at pains to 
point out teat tee protracted 
dispute would not be 
solved overnight, saying 
they were confident 
progress would gradually 
be made. 

On Monday Mr. Sharif 
offered to start talks on a 
treaty of nonaggression, 
but the question was not 
brought up at Tuesday’s 
talks. 

Any constructive idea put 
forward by Pakistan will be 
discussed with seriousness, 
tee Indian official said. 

He said tee two countries 
should concentrate on 
boosting economic cooper- 
ation, since there was a 
feeling that the political 
issues would eventually be 
resolved. 

Officials said the two 
leaders had agreed teat 
measures should be taken 
to lessen tension across the 
control line, where several 
people have died in recent 
cross-border shelling. One 
step could be for local 
commanders on both sides 
to meet. 

These incidents are most 
unfortunate, and we don't 


want ro engage in any 
polemics on this. When 
such things happen, steps 
should be taken to prevent 
teem occurring in fixture, 
tee Indian official said. 

Last week the- two coun- 
tries ended their third 
round of talks since March 
with an agreement to meet 
again but without any sign 
teat disputes were being 
resolved. 

Pakistan has regularly 
accused India of brutality 
toward tee population of 
Kashmir, and Foreign 
Minister Shams had Ahmad 
said tee excesses in the ter- 
ritory would have to stop- 

We would not want any- 
one- to get the impression 
that while the dialogue 
continued, these atrocities 
were going on. It would not 
be conducive to taking the 
process of dialogue for- 
ward, he told reporters. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming guerrillas fighting 
on the Indian side of tj® 
line, a charge Islamabad 
denies. : . 

A major stumbling Hofc 
in tee bilateral talks 
been Pakistan’s insist^p 
that a separate workV" 
group be set np 
Kashmir. India feats agjr 
kind of concession 
issue would impty te^Jp, 
Himalayan region 
puted territory. . - - ■ 
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Mexican soldiers move a military truck stuck in a flood caused by r ains from Hurricane Nora on the Los Cabos- 
La Paz Highway in Mexico’s Baja California peninsula. Torrential rains from Hurricane Nora stranded hundreds 
of Mexicans on flooded highways in southern Bqja California (Reuter photo) 

Hurricane surges north, aims at Mexican coast 

CABO SAN LUCAS (R) — minimum hurricane force “The hurricane could terns, has spurred more fie- 


? 


CABO SAN LUCAS (R) — 
Torrential rains from Hur- 
ricane Nora stranded hun- 
dreds of Mexicans on flood- 
ed highways in southern 
Baja California Tuesday as 
the hurricane surged toward 
the peninsula. 

Fierce squalls blew 
through this resort town and 
waves up to 3.5 metres high 
kept frightened tourists hud- 
dled in their hotels on the 
exposed rip of the Baja 
Califoria Peninsula. 

But weather forecasters 
said Nora looked most likely 
to hit ripe farmland in the 
central peninsula, near Puer- 
to Penasco and Ensenada 
ports. 

"Puerto Penasco micht set 


minimum hurricane force 
winds up there Thursday 
night and into Friday,” hurri- 
cane specialist, Rick Boyer, 
of Independent Weather 
Services Corp, told Reuters. 

"Nora is absolutely ex- 
pected to hit land and move 
to Arizona and Utah by 
Friday,” he added. 

As the hurricane’s fallout 
thrashed the coastline. Nora 
lurked off the coast late 
Tuesday at about 475 kilo- 
metres southwest of the 
resort town Cabo San Lucas. 

The U.S National Hurri- 
cane Centre’s Richard Pasch 
said Nora began to veer 
more northward Tuesday, 
swerving slowly in toward 
Mexico’s Pacific CoasL 


“The hurricane could 
touch ground Wednesday or 
Thursday and impact north- 
ern Baja California or possi- 
bly the state of California,” 
Mexican weather service 
forecaster Dario Rodriguez 
told Reuters. 

Nora’s impact could be tem- 
pered by cooler waters, which 
have slowed the hurricane's 
wind speeds from about 250 
kilometres per hour to a cur- 
rent about 144 kilometres per 
hour. Forecasters said a cal- 
mer Nora could hit the coast 
after being downgraded to 
tropical storm. 

The El Nino phenomenon, 
which has wanned waters 
off Peru and Ecuador and 
upset global weather pat- 


terns. has spurred more fre- 
quent and ferocious hurri- 
canes and tropical storms on 
the Pacific CoasL Such 
storms feed off of the war- 
mer waters. 

According to Mexican 
state news agency Notimex, 
frail fishing villages as far 
afield as the northwest main- 
land states of Sonora and 
Sinaloa were bracing for the 
onslaught in case Nora leap- 
frogged Baja and continued 
West 

Baja California State Pub- 
lic Security Directer Jose 
Zavala told Reuters most of 
the state was on alert lor 
Nora, and that regional floo- 
ding bad ruined roads and 
humble dwellings. 


Thousands of Cambodians displaced by clashes 


PHNOM PENH (Agencies) — Fresh clashes between 
Cambodian government troops and renegade Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas have driven thousands of refugees to the border 
with Thailand, a U.N. official said Wednesday. 

“We believe that the number that crossed into Thailand is 
close to 5,000.” said Peter Van Der Vaan. chief of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Phnom Penh. 

“That’s in addition to the 3.500 who were already there.” 
he added. 

Thai border officials said only 700 Cambodians had 
crossed the remote western frontier since renewed fighting 
erupted in the area Saturday. 

i However, they said between 4.000 and 5,000 civilians bad 
gathered on the Cambodian side of the border ready to cross 
into Thailand. 

“We’re trying to clarify 1 the situation, the area is not acces- 
sible.’’ Mr. Van Der Vaart said. 

The flood of refugees began in August, when intermittent 
clashes began in the remote western district of Samlaut 
between government troops and a renegade faction of the 
Khmer Rouge. 

Fighting between the guerrillas and troops loyal to second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen erupted again last weekend, dis- 
placing the latest group of 5,000, Mr. Van Der Vaan said. 

Khmer Rouge forces in western Cambodia broke with the 
group's hardline leadership and defected to the government 
last year but clashes broke out in August between govern- 
ment troops and a faction of the defecting rebels. 
s Some government commanders say die faction is allied 
* with Prince Norodom Ranariddh who was ousted by Mr. 
Hun Sen as first prime minister in two days of violent clash- 
es in early July. 

Analysts say Mr. Hun Sen launched his de facto coup after 
hearing reports that Prince Ranariddh was on the verge of 
sealing an alliance with the Khmer Rouge. 

Mr. Hun Sen himself defected from the Khmer Rouge in 
1977 and led a Hanoi-backed government after Vietnam 
drove the brutal Maoist regime from power in 1979. 

The two premiers formed an uneasy coalition government 
after U.N.-sponsored elections in 1993 but their relationship 
rapidly deteriorated, culminating in Mr. Hun Sen's bloody 
seizure of power. 

More than 20.000 Cambodians have fled into Thailand’s 
Surin province since Prince Ranariddh’s ouster to escape 
fighting between his troops and Hun Sen loyalists around the 


northwest Cambodian border town of O’sraach. 

However, some officials said the Samlaut clashes were not 
political but arose from competition in the lucrative logging 
trade in the heavily-forested area. 

Meanwhile, Cambodia celebrated the fourth anniversary of 
its constitution and the reascension of King Norodom 
Sihanouk to the throne Wednesday but a combination of eco- 
nomic, political and military concerns threatened to spoil the 
party. 

While the Cambodian people enjoyed a holiday, the Phnom 
Penh government — beset by a growing internal armed resis- 
tance — struggled to deal with an increasing number of set- 
backs on the international front 

“The last several days — beginning with the UJN. — have 
not been good ones,” said a local political analyst referring 
to a United Nations decision on Friday to keep Cambodia’s 
seat at the 52nd General Assembly session vacant 

The decision, which has been decried by the government as 
an “insult” came as the U.S. intensified efforts to withhold 
recognition and aid following the violent ouster of Prince 
Ranariddh in July. 

July’s fighting which ousted Prince Ranariddh has dealt the 
country’s service industry a severe blow with more than 
20,000 jobs estimated to have been lost as tourists stay away. 

In addition, economic growth, once expected to be six per- 
cent has been revised drastically downwards to one per cent 
or less. 

In an effort to restore Cambodia’s tattered image and gain 
the international recognition they are so eager to have, newly 
named First Prime Minister Ung Huot and Mr. Hun Sen, 
were going ahead with plans to lobby against the U.N. deci- 
sion in New York. 

In a separate development Exiled Cambodian opposition 
leader Sam Rainsy said Wednesday he would return home 
next month despite the risk be could be “arrested or killed” 
by the government of Mr. Hun Sen. 

He said he would go to Phnom Penh on October 6, for the 
first time since Mr. Hun Sen seized sole power there after 
bloody factional fighting in July, to see supporters and estab- 
lish the extent of the regime’s “intimidation of the people." “I 
have to go to see the situation for myself although obviously 
it carries a very real risk,” he told AFP in a telephone inter- 
view from Washington. 

In Phnom Penh a senior official said Mr. Rainsy was wel- 
come to return and the government would give him protec- 
tion if he “did not accuse us of crying to spy on him.” 


U.S.: Much to do in Bosnia but no SFOR decision 


WASHINGTON <Ri — The 
United States said Tuesday 
the international community 
had far from finished its task 
in Bosnia but Washington 
had not decided what role it 
should play after the NATO- 
led mission to stabilise the 
region ends in June next 
year. 

Sandy Berger. U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s national 
security adviser, also said in 
a speech that the Unired 
Stales had an abiding inter- 
est in stability in Bosnia and 
had already made much 
progress in bringing it about 

The United States has about 
8,000 troops in the 
Stabilisation Force (SFOR I 
set up io maintain order in 
Bos-nia after the parties to the 
long conflict signed peace 
accords under U.S. auspices 
in Dayton, Ohio, in 1995. 

"There is mounun? evi- 


dence ihaL..the choices made 
at Dayton are producing real 
positive change in Bosnia. 
Dayton has kept the guns 
silent and Bosnia intact” Mr. 
Berger told students at 
Georgetown University. 

“The work of rebuilding, 
uneven as it is, is moving for- 
ward ... substantial majorities 
of Bosnian Muslims. Croats, 
and Serbs believe the condi- 
tions are being created for a 
lasting peace,” he added. 

But on the negative side, 
not enough displaced Bos- 
nians have been able to go 
home, a struggle for power 
rages on in the Bosnian Serb 
entity and prominent indict- 
ixi war criminals such as 
Radovan Karadzic remain at 
large, he said. 

"Less than two years after 
Dayton, and after so much 
devastation, the job is far 
from done. We are not as far 


along as we would like to 
be... Progress is painfully 
slow on many fronts,” added 
Mr. Berger. 

On the crucial question of 
what the United States will 
do with its force when the 
SFOR man dare expires, the 
national security' adviser was 
non-committal. 

Americans are divided on 
the subjecL A humanitarian 
lobby favours an extension 
of the mandate to avert a 
return to ethnic violence. 
Others worry that the United 
States might end up caught 
in a bitter conflict peripheral 
to U.S. interests. 

Mr. Berger said: “In June 
1998, SFOR’s mission will 
end, as the president has 
said. But the international 
community’s engagement 
will continue: Whether an 
international security pres- 
ence is part of that engage- 


ment and what role the Uni- 
ted States might play re- 
mains to be decided.” 

“In part that decision de- 
pends on where things stand 
as we approach the time of 
SFOR’s departure. But one 
thing is clear ... the United 
States has an important 
interest in the establishment 
of a lasting peace in Bosnia,” 
he added. 

Mr. Berger echoed previ- 
ous U.S. assessments that 
the tide was turning inside 
the Bosnian Serb area 
against the hardliners loyal 
to war leader Karadzic and 
based in the town of Pale. 

The United States has 
backed elected Bosnian Serb 
President Biljana Plavsic, 
helping her police force take 
over police stations and try- 
ing to stop hostile broadcast- 
ing by radio stations con- 
trolled by the hardliners. 


U.S., Japan approve new 
security arrangements 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
United States and Japan 
announced Tuesday that 
they had approved the first 
changes in their regional 
security cooperation ar- 
rangements in nearly 20 
years. 

“We have approved new 
guidelines for U.S.-Japan 
defence cooperation,” Sec- 
retary of Stare Madeleine 
Albright said after a meet- 
ing with Japan's foreign and 
defence ministers and U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen. 

“By replacing 1978 
guidelines that focused 
largely on the cold war era 
threats, we have reinvigo- 
raled our partnership to 
meet the challenges of this 
new era,” she said. 

New Japanese Foreign 
Minister Keizo Obuchi said 
he was '‘confident that the 
new guidelines indeed pro- 
vide a substantive founda- 
tion for U.S.-Japan defence 
cooperation under normal 
circumstances as well as in 
contingencies.” 

The officials are in New 
York for the annual session 
of the U.N. General As- 
sembly. 

The Pentagon has said 
that under the new guide- 


lines, Japan agreed in prin- 
ciple to give key military 
support to U.S. forces in an 
Asia crisis, including access 
to bases, while maintaining 
its ban on the use of offen- 
sive military mighL 

The new arrangements 
would pave the way for 
emergency U.S. use of more 
Japanese bases as well as 
Japanese mine sweeping of 
sea lanes and joint evacua- 
tion of civilians in a war or 
other crisis, defence offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Cohen told reporters 
that previously there were 
no guidelines on how to 
coordinate on peacekeeping 
or on search and rescue 
operations, with which cold 
war militaries seldom were 
involved. 

“These new guidelines are 
going to facilitate greater 
cooperation in such areas as 
logistical support in search 
and rescue operations fol- 
lowing disasters,” he said. 

Also, “they outline how 
our governments are going 
to work together if Japan 
faces a threatened or actual 
attack.” he added. 

A copy of the guidelines 
released by the Pentagon 
states: “All actions taken by 
Japan will be consistent 


with its laws and regula- 
tions then in effect” 

It also specifies that “in 
order to meet its commit- 
ments, the United States 
will maintain its nuclear 
deterrent capability, ks for- 
ward deployed forces in the 
Asia-Pacific region and 
other forces capable of rein- 
forcing those forward 
deployed forces." 

The two sides stressed 
that while the new guide- 
lines solidified their “robust 
and dynamic (military) 
alliance,” the agreement 
should not be interpreted as 
threatening any country, 
such as China which has 
watched warily as Wa- 
shington and Tokyo have 
intensified their security 
ties. 

In fact Ms. Albright and 
Mr. Cohen insisted the 
agreement would contribute 
to the stability and safety of 
the entire Asia Pacific 
region. 

"The new guidelines are 
not addressed at any indi- 
vidual nation, at any third 
nation,” Mr. Cohen said. 

He said that in an effort to . 
assuage Chinese concerns, . 
the United States and Japan > 
have kept Beijing closely 
apprised of their discus- 


sions and have sought to 
make the process as trans- 
parent as possible. 

Mr. Obuchi said that he 
would seek in meetings 
with his Chinese and Ko- 
rean counterparts in New 
York to reassure neighbour- 
ing countries further. 

U.S. officials has said the 
agreement would not spe- 
cifically name available 
ports or airfields affected. 

The guidelines would ini- 
tially provide a generic but 
firm basis for political lead- 
ers in Tokyo and Washing- 
ton to make decisions on 
cooperation based on spe- 
cific military contingency 
plans to be drawn up later, 
they said. 

China, Korea and other 
countries in Eastern Asia 
are wary of any offensive 
use of Japan’s large and 
high-tech self-defence force 
in the region, despite tight 
restrictions in Japan's con- 
stitution against such 
deployment 

The new guidelines are 
the culmination of nearly 
two years of negotiations 
and discussion under which 
Japan and the United States 
will cooperate more fully to 
guarantee peace and stabili- 
ty in the region. 


Albright 
‘encouraged’ 
by China 
talks 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said she 
was “encouraged” by talk*; 
Tuesday with China’s Fo- 
reign Minister Qian Qicben, 
particularly on nuclear isr 
sues, a senior U.S. official 
said. 

“Our impression is that 
China took our Concerns 
seriously” the official said 
privately. 

“The Chinese are trying 
to work with us to make the 
summit as successful as 
possible," the official said, 
referring to President Jiang 
Zemin’s planned visit to 
Washington in October 
The official also an- 
nounced that a delegation 
of U.S. experts would be 
travelling to Beijing to dis- 
cuss the trip, saying that the 
number of days to the sum- 
mit “is in the mid-thirties.” 
The official declined to 
give the date of the delega- 
tion’s visit or say who 
would be on it but it would 
be expected to include Ro- 
bert Emhom, the deputy as- 
sistant secretary of state for 
non-proliferation. 

The two diplomats “both 
agreed that substantial 
progress has been made” on 
the issue, the official said. 

Turning to human rights, 
another point of disagree- 
ment between Washington 
and Beijing and a potential 
obstacle to the October 
summit Ms. Albright asked 
Mr. Qian Qichen if two cel- 
ebrated dissidents, Wei 
Jingsheng and Wang Dan, 
could be released for med- 
ical reasons, the official 
said. 

The Chinese diplomat 
acknowledged that it was 
possible under Chinese law 
but promised nothing. 

Chinese Justice Minister 
Xiao Yang had accused the 
two dissidents on Tuesday 
of faking illness to gain 
their freedom. 

The Chinese official also 
suggested establishing “a 
direct modern communica- 
tion link” between Presi- 
dents Bill Clinton and Pre- 
sident Jiang Zemin. The 
technical details of a “red 
telephone” have not yet 
been defined. 

Earlier, Ms. .Albright said 
that the United States had 
asked China to make a 
major increase in its U.N. 
contribution to make up for 
a projected decline in U.S. 
payments. 

“We have urged China to 
increase its rate to a level 
more commensurate to its 
position as a political and 
economic power of global 
standing,” she said before 
talks with Mr. Qian Qichen 
on the sidelines of the U.N. 
General Assembly. 


South Korean president 
quits as ruling party head 


SEOUL (AFP) — President 
Kim Young-Sam quit Wed- 
nesday as die head of South 
Korea’s ruling party amid 
growing factional feuds 
sparked by the impending 
presidential election in De- 
cember. 

Mr. Kim submined his 
resignation as New Korea 
Party (NKP) president 
through an aide, to give a 
freer hand to NKP presiden- 
tial candidate Lee Hoi- 
Chang “who has been 
dogged by poor public 
opinion ratings. 

Mr. Lee. a former premier 
and court judge, will suc- 
ceed Mr. Kim as party pres- 
ident at the end of this 
month despite serious in- 
house disputes over the 


chairmanship, the party’s 
number two post. 

The new chairman will be 
selected at a party conven- 
tion on Sept 30. 

Aides said Mr. Lee 
favoured Lee Hang-Dong, a 
conservative faction leader. 
But rival faction leaders 
have threatened to boycott 
the convention, eroding Mr. 
Lee’s desperate bid to 
restore party unity. 

Mr. Kim asked that the 
ruling party unite in their 
support for Mr. Lee. the 
aide said. 

Party divisions have in- 
tensified since popular for- 
mer province governor 
Rhee In-Je split from the 
NKP in early September to 
run in the December elec- 


tion as an independent 

The move threw the rul- 
ing party’s presidential race 
further into disarray, with 
Mr. Lee Hoi-Chang dogged 
by allegations that his sons 
avoided compulsory mili- 
tary service. 

In public opinion polls the 
governor has outranked Mr. 
Lee Hoi-Chang but is far 
behind veteran opposition 
candidate Kim Dae -Jung of 
the National Congress for 
New Politics. 

Six candidates are run- 
ning for the presidency. The 
three others are conserva- 
tive opposition leader Kim 
Jong-Pil, former Seoul 
Mayor Cho Soon and union 
leader Kwon Yong-Kil. 


Europeans, Japan say it 
is time for U.S. to pay up 


UNITED NATIONS iR) — 
Japan and European allies 
of the United States made it 
clear Tuesday that they paid 
their U.N. debts on time and 
Washington should do the 
same before it asked for a 
reduction in its dues. 

Japan, asked by U.S. 
Ambassador Bill Richard- 
son to raise its contribution 
so that the U.S. proportion 
could be lowered, was firm 
in rejecting any increase, 
particularly when Tokyo 
had no permanent seat on 
the prestigious 15-meraber 
U.N. Security Council. 

“Japan’s assessment is 
about to reach that of the 
United States and it is 
already almost as great as 
the assessments of the other 
four permanent (Security 
Council) members com- 
bined." Foreign Minister 
Keizo Obuchi told the Ge- 
neral Assembly. 

The United States, Russia, 
China, Britain and France 
are permanent members of 
the Security Council. Japan 
as well as Germany are 
attempting to get permanent 
seats, a view endorsed by 
many U.N. members inc- 
luding the United States and 
Britain. Italy and other 
countries oppose this. 

‘If Japan’s assessment 


were to increase further out 
of proportion, with reform 
of the Security Council not 
yet realised, I must say 
there would be a problem 
with respect to the fairness 
of such a situation,” Mr. 
Obuchi said. 

The United States owes 
the United Nations $1.5 bil- 
lion in current dues and 
peacekeeping expenses. 
The Republican-dominated 
Congress plans to pay more 
than half of the arrears pro- 
viding about two dozen 
conditions are met includ- 
ing a lowering of the U.S. 
dues by five per cent to 20 
per cenL 

Japan, the second largest 
payer, is assessed at about 
16 per cent But its dues are 
expected to rise to close to 
20 per cent although it has 
half the gross national prod- 
uct of the United States. 

Nevertheless Japan and 
other countries have said 
that the method of assessing 
dues needed to be studied. 

“We need to make sure 
the assessment is fair on 
basis of an objective formu- 
la that would apply to . 
everyone and not just 
designed for one particular 
country's needs and once 
we have achieved that ob- 
jective formula that every- 


one actually pays their as- 
sessment under it” Britisi 
Foreign Secretary Robir 
Cook told a news confer- 
ence. 

“Efficient does not spell 
cheap,” he said in reference 
to reforms U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan' wants 
to institute to stre amlin e the 
world organisation. 

“We pay on time. We pay 
in full. We are at a disad- 
vantage if others countries 
have not” he said, adding 
that the U.S. administration 
had worked hard to achieve 
a solution to problems ii 
faces in Congress. 

The 15 members of the 
European Community col- 
lectively pay about 35 per 
cent of U.N. costs, a point 
noted by Foreign Minister 
Jacques Poor of Luxem- 
bourg, the current EU presi- 
dent 

He told the assembly that 
EU nations “have always 
honoured their financial 
obligations promptly, fully 
and unconditionally.” 

Reform of the United 
Nations,, including’ its ongo- 
ing financial crisis' and ah 
expansion of the Security 
Council are key issues in 
the 52nd General Assembly, 
the most inward looking 
session to dare. 


100th Ariane rocket launches satellite 


KOUROU. French Guiana 
fR) — Western Europe’s 
100th Ariane rocket lifted an 
Intelsat communications sa- 
tellite into orbit Tuesday af- 
ter a textbook launch from 
Equatorial French Guiana. 

The Ariane 421 rocket 
equipped with two liquid 
strap-on boosters lifted off at 
8.58 p.m. local time from the 
European Space Agency 
(ESA) launch centre in 


Kourou, French Guiana on 
the northeast coast of South 
America. 

The rocket rose into a dear 
equatorial night sky and was 
visible from the ground for 
over five minutes. 

Twenty minutes later, 
space officials said the In- 
telsat S03 satellite separated 
from the Ariane rocket 

The Washington-based In- 
ternational Telecommuni- 


cations Satellite Organisa- 
tion said Intelsat S03 is the 
third of a run of six satellites 
with more capacity than the 
previous Imelsat-7 family. 
The satellite will service the 
Atlantic region. ’ 

Intelsat with 141 member 
nations,' owns and operates 
26 satellites and re main s the 
world's largest - operator of 
international satellites. 
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Avoid giving the 
fanatics a chance 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s repeated 
warnings against min orities which champion 
extremism on both the Arab and Israeli sides 
have to be heeded, coming as they have been 
from a visionary and experienced statesman 
who has made the attainment of peace and sta- 
bility, in this region and elsewhere, his top pri- 
ority. 

His Majesty’s message to the country and 
beyond is loud and clear: Unless the govern- 
ments and peoples of the region prevail over 
the forces of anarchy and extremism, other cat- 
astrophes that could dwarf the tragedies of 
1948 and 1967 will be immin ent 

The Monarch’s warnings against acts of ter- 
rorism and the elements which stand behind 
them are not taking place in a vacuum. There 
is obviously a genuine and real fear that Israeli 
hardliners would wish to capitalise on acts of 
terrorism committed by Arabs to show their 
own brand of terrorism by applying collective 
punishment on the Palestinian people and 
eventually reoccupying even the limited 
Palestinian self-rule areas. Such response by 
Israelis can be expected to trigger a mass 
migration of Palestinians into Jordan, which 
could only serve as material for explosion in 
the whole region. 

Unlike fanatics on the Arab side, though, 
Israeli extremists can be more effective 
because they appear capable of calling the 
shots in the Jewish state. Ultra-religious and 
right-wing factions within the Israeli govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
are known to hold the entire Israeli cabinet at 
ransom and often succeed in blackmailing the 
entire government into accepting their own 
perceptions and vision for the future of their 
nation. The gist of King Hussein’s message to 
the Arab side, especially including the 
Palestinian and Jordanian constituencies is, 
therefore, to avoid giving Israel’s fanatics, and 
ours, the chance to dictate their agendas on the 
rest of us. 

“We have to think about the present situation 
with a strategic vision, a vision towards the 
future and ask where these acts (of terrorism) 
will lead ns,” the King said daring his tour of 
Jerash on Tuesday. “Do these acts serve our 
security, our homeland and our rights?” 

We need to perceive and judge the shooting of 
the Israeli diplomats in Amman and the suicide 
bombings by Islamists in Israel as well against 
this backdrop. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Ai Ra’i daily described an attack on 
Israeli embassy officials in Amman Monday as tanta- 
mount to an attack on Jordan's reputation and stability. 
The deep anger in die hearts of the Jordanians for 
Israel’s continued repression against the Palestinians 
does not justify any attack on Jordan’s guests, be they 
tourists or diplomats, because such an act is shameful 
and alien to Jordanian people's traditions and morals, 
said Sultan Hattab. The writer said that attacking guests 
and diplomats does not solve any problem and by no 
means will it stop Benyamin Netanyahu's extremist 
policies and illegal and repressive measures against the 
Palestinians. He said such attacks are bound to back- 
fire and yield negative results because they portray 
Jordan as a country that harbours terrorists; it could 
also encourage Mr. Netanyahu to pursue and escalate 
his aggressive measures against the Palestinians. Those 
who staged the attack should have asked themselves 
who will benefit from it and why they shouldstage it in 
Jordan, he said, adding that while deploring such 
attack, Jordanians should be careful not to give Israel 
any justification for pursuing its own repressive mea- 
sures against the Arab people. 


A WRITER for AI Arab AI Yawm supported the gov- 
ernment’s view that no foreign observers should be 
allowed to monitor the coming general elections in 
Jordan, but cautioned the government against favouring 
certain candidates and assisting them to win. Taber 
Adwan said that it would be totally unacceptable to see 
the government side by certain candidates and allow 
them to utilise the official information services in a bid 
to encourage voters to elect them while denying similar 
facility to the others. Referring to past instances, the 
writer noted that the then governments placed at the 
disposal of certain candidates official services, like 
facilitating the registration of voters in districts of then- 
own choice and denying a similar measure to other can- 
didates. The government’s neutrality is of paramount 
importance because it has to prove that the elections are 
truly fair and free and that it does not favour anyone, 
said the writer. He said it is natural few the government 
to express the desire of seeing its own supporters win 
the general elections, but any biased attitude would be 
considered as contravening the provisions of the consti- 
tution, which is totally unethical and unacceptable to 
the public. 


There should be more gender balance 


in early years of schooling 


WHY IS it that there are more, many more, women rhan 
men teachers in our kindergartens and in the earlier school 
grades, especially in the private sector? It is indeed both 
curious and interesting that the education of children, of 
both genders, is left almost entirely to women teachers in 
the said stages. There is, in fact, hardly any male teacher 
at the kindergarten level in our part of the world. Such a 
curious phenomenon is worth pondering on. 

Are there more women teachers than men, at these 
stages of education, because of the overall success and of 
the excellent reputation women teachers have achieved in 
the sphere of education in our society and because they are 
better qualified to handle student education in the earlier 
years? Maybe. 

There is no doubt that women in our part of the world 
have largely distinguished themselves, and veiy impres- 
sively, in the various spheres in which they either have 
been given tbe chance by our (still) predominantly patri- 
archal society to function and move freely or have been 
able to forge their way into such spheres courageously and 
insistently despite the many obstacles and frustrations and 
tbe much resistance. One such sphere in which women 
have excelled remarkably is that of teaching, both at the 
school and university levels. If such is the reason for the 
all-visible presence of women teachers in kindergartens 


and primary grades, then there is cause for much rejoice 
and celebration. Women teachers certainly deserve to 
thrive, flourish and prevail. 

But I am afraid that the matter, on the basis of what we 
hear and see, is not ail that simple. 

For one thing, many of the men teachers 1 have spoken 
with think it is more important and prestigious to teach 
students in the advanced stages, the upper primary and 
secondary grades, than at the earlier ones. Some of them 
draw a parallel between the education of pupils at these 
stages and child rearing or nursing, which they take to be 
the job of mothers. In this sense, and in the minds of these 
teachers at least, teachers who instruct at the earlier stages 
are doing die “less important” and less prestigious job. 
Such conception is both false and harmful, no doubt, but 
it is both widespread and prevalent in our society. Some 
employers and school owners (though certainly not all) 
think along the same lines; this is why many of them pay 
women teachers less than what they would pay men teach- 
ers. 

For another, what about die implications for die students 
themselves? It is an important fact that teachers are gener- 
ally role models for students. Students learn a great deal 
from teachers (especially in the earlier years of schooling) 
not only with respect to information and skills but also. 


more importantly, with respect to character trails, manner- 
ism and behaviour. Education is about character shaping 
and character building. Women are excellent role models 
for students, both male and female. 

In fact, in an era trying to attain gender balance (which 
we are presently experiencing, due essentially to the good 
work of many fe minis ts) not only female but also mail. 
students benefit from female role models. A well-rounded, 
well-balanced individual (male or female) is tbe one 
whose feminine and masculine personality features, traits 
and qualities are fully developed. 

If such is the case, and I believe it is, then there is also 
need, in the said stages of learning, for a more visible 
presence of male teachers. Both female and male students 
benefit a great deal from the presence of male teachers; for 
just as women teachers are excellent role models, so are 
men teachers. And students, for the reason just cited, need 
die presence of both. Instead of having two women teach- 
ers, in other words, in each kindergarten and early prima- 
ry grade class, it may be a better idea to have one man and 
one woman. 


There appears to be, in my opinion, a need for more gen- 
der balance in the early years of schooling, and there 
appears to be a need for more serious debate about grader 
and early schooling. 


When bombs and bulldozers are equal 


By Ray Hanania 


AMERICAN LEADERS 
have taken the lead from 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
an attempt to put distance 
between acts of “Arab 
terrorism” and Israeli 
persecution of the 
Palestinian people. 

Arabs rightly argue that 
Israel is provoking “Arab 
extremists” to acts of ter- 
rorism. That argument, 
though, has enraged Mr. 
Netanyahu and his sup- 
porters. 

The condemnation of 
“Arab terrorism” would 
not be so strong if one 
believed that they were 
pushed to suicide bomb- 
ings and using violence 
against Israeli targets. 

So Netanyahu has pub- 
licly denounced what he 
calls the “moral equiva- 


lency” argument, where- 
by Arabs link “Arab ter- 
rorism” with Israeli 
aggression against the 
civilian Palestinian popu- 
lation. In doing so, the 
Arab argument gets mis- 
stated. 

In meetings I attended 
with President Clinton’s 
adviser on Near East 
Affairs, Bruce Rydell, 
and National Security 
adviser Sandy Berger, 
they stated: “We do not 
see a moral equivalency 
between bombs and bull- 
dozers.” 

No Arab in his right 
mind, I would say, would 
argue that their is a 
“moral equivalency” 
between “bombs and 
bulldozers.” This is where 
the point is misstated. 
There is a moral equiva- 
lency between “taking” a 
person’s life and 


“destroying” a person’s 
life. 

While “Arab terrorists” 
are “taking” tbe lives of 
civilians in suicide bomb 
attacks in Jerusalem and 
elsewhere in Israel, 
Netanyahu is “destroy- 
ing” the lives of innocent 
Palestinians through a 
indiscriminate policy of 
harassment that borders 
on violence. 

While Israelis argue 
that there have been more 
Israeli deaths since peace 
was signed at the White 
House between Yasser 
Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin, 
in September 1993, they 
fail to point out that as 
many as 600 Palestinian 
civilians have been killed 
at the hands of Israeli sol- 
diers and armed settlers 
during that same period. 
Moreover, the Israelis use 
collective punishment,' 


that includes the closure 
of the Palestinian territo- 
ries, basically turning (he 
Palestinians into prison- 
ers in their own lands. 

The Israelis also destroy 
the houses and properties 
of family members and 
friends of individuals 
accused of being “terror- 
ists.” The term “accused" 
is important because it 
clearly shows that these 
people have not been 
proved to be terrorists at 
all. (In real democracies, 
people are innocent until 
proven guilty.) 

The Israelis have arrest- 
ed thousands of 
Palestinians and have 
refused to allow these 
Palestinians the right to 
legal defence, to know 
the charges against them, 
the laws they were break- 
ing, or the evidence that 
was Eeing'used t b justify 


their arrests. 

These detainees are 
held in maximum securi- 
ty prisons in Israel for 
periods of up to six 
months and the detention 
can be renewed at the 
whim of an Israeli magis- 
trate or military adminis- 
trator, without ever giving 
the prisoner the chance to 
defend himself/herself. 

Israelis are slowly 
building exclusive Jewish 
settlements while deny- 
ing building permits to 
Palestinians. Netanyahu 
is actively pushing for the 
expansion of existing 
Jewish settlements and 
the creation of new settle- 
ments on Arab land, 
mainly on disputed lands. 

When one views all tbe 
above-mentioned actions 
as a whole," foe argument 
. bombs . for bulldozers 
'becomes one of ^taking" 


, , a life and “destroying” a 
life. 

There is a moral equiva- 
lency between the actions 
of “Arab terrorists” and 
the actions of the 
Netanyahu government. 

And it becomes espe- 
cially clear when the 
Netanyahu government is 
pursuing policies that 
feed terrorism and pro- 
voke desperate people to 
more spectacular actions. 


The writer is an award- 
winning Palestinian 
American journalist and 
author. He , contributed 
this article to the Jordan 
Times. 


‘Democratic federalism’ 


LETTERS 


an option for Africa? 


Raising awareness 


To the Editor: 


By John Gay Yoh 


STARTING WITH the mid- 
1980s. there has grown in 
Africa mistrust and uneasiness 
of concentrated power, of a 
strong government unaccount- 
able to tbe people, which, as a 
result, prompted a resmgence 
of unprecedented interest in 
establishing “democratic insti- 
tutions” as mechanisms of 
accountability on the conti- 
nent In other words, the 
African population and most 
of (heir elite members came to 
tbe conclusion that the implica- 
tions of ethnic and tribal diver- 
sities in African societies bave 
become problematic. 

The major problem for most 
African tribal minorities, as Ivo 
Dune he ok put it is that they 
are permanent minorities and 
the ruling groups permanent 
majorities. Thus, the “democ- 
ratic” game of .numbers, in 
inter-tribal relations, does not 
wodc. since power symmetry 
between permanent majority 
and permanent minorities 
impedes the formation of a 
consensual community. Even 
when there is no one particular 
group which holds numerical 
dominance, simple majoritari- 
anism can still wodc against tbs 
rights of tbe minorities, unless 
they are specifically safeguard- 
ed by law. 

Where a group is defined as 
the citizens of a particular tem- 
tory, the basis of “democratic” 
federalism could hardly be 
found there. In Africa, where 
many minorities are numeri- 
cally too small to form effec- 
tive voice in the government; it 
becomes necessary to make 
special provisions in order to 
allow them a say in the system. 
A useful level of administrative 
autonomy from the central 
government is thus necessary. 

It could be still asked: What 
kind of federalism does Africa 
need? As a rule, federalism 
must be seen as a way of pre- 
venting lack of consensus in 
societies, or causing political 
instability. It should act as a 
negotiation mechanism to 
establish workable patterns of 


interaction between the state 
and the different tribal groups 
in the country. Inasmuch as it 
does not provide ready-made 
solutions, federalism does 
encourage tbe evolution of 
social exchange when political 
socialisation or inclusion in the 
government institutions does 
not become the main goal for 
these groups. 


As a result, there is always a 
chance for “democracy” for 
the few, but there can Dever be 
an absolutely fool-proof sys- 
tem by which minority rights 
are protected. 

Another problem which 
deserves some attention is the 
ar gument that national and 
sub-national borders are not 
dearcut in Africa. It follows 


“Federalism would mean a system of gov- 
ernance which emanates from the desire 
of the people to form a union without nec- 
essarily losing their different identities. In 
other words, federalism should reflect the 
diverse social, political, cultural and eco- 
nomic interests within the framework of a 
broader national unity” 


Federalism, in this context, 
would mean a system of gov- 
ernance which emanates from 
tbe desire of the people to foan 
a union without necessarily 
losing their different identities. 
In other words, federalism 
should reflect tbe diverse 
social political cultural and 
economic interests within the 
framework of a broader nation- 
al unity. In addition to the 
structures of the government, 
tribal groups can be included 
through institutions which are 
designed to allow for orderly 
political contest’ After aH the 
main function of the govern- 
ment should always be to pro- 
tect the freedom of these ethnic 
or tribal groups arid to farther 
their political interests, while, 
at tbe same time, preventing 
anyone from undermining the 
freedom of otheis. 

If, on the other hand there is 
no one group which represents 

an absolute majority in the 
country, that group may be 
forced to form an alliance with 
others in order to win tbe con- 
test In this kind of game, every 
group has the potential to win. 
If they do not win the coatest, 
at least they know that there 
wiD always be others to win; 
thus, violent potest is averted. 


that if the African leadership 
has to permit each tribal or eth- 
nic group to own its territory, 
that act would lead eventually 
to unendin g upheavals on the 
continent It is also hue that 
tribal origins and edmkaly may 
help guide efforts at drawing or 
redrawing regional boundaries 
in Africa; however; using it as 
the sole basis for legitimacy 
could have disastrous results. 
Where tribal legitimacy comes 
to mean that each separately 
ktentifiably tribe (speaking the 
same language) is entitled to its 
own state, the concept of cul- 
tural diversity in tiie stare itself 
is denied Thus, the territorial 
political unit can only become 
tribally homogeneous either by 
killing, expelling or assimilat- 
ing all non-nationals. 

Another problem with regard 
to federalism is die tribal or 
ethnic cleavages. Most cultur- 
ally distinguished tribal groups 
in Africa tend to have different 
positions in the society's econ- 
omy division of labour and 
social structure. Third, when 
the government assumes 
power and possesses control 
over the economic life of a 
society, the state control 
becomes the sole means of 
economic and social advance- 


ment. Therefore, when the cen- 
tral government decides where 
afi foe important development 
investments will be carried out 
and allocates wealth, this act 
triggers tribal tensions and 
fight for political power. 

Finally, most governments in 
Africa tend to formulate laws 
and regulations which are 
inconsistent in application; 
dvil servants and politicians 
tend to fonn secret alliances 
and collusions which make the 
supervision and tbe implemen- 
tation of policies different; 
moreover, most officials use 
corruption to secure objectives 
other than those officially stat- 
ed 

This happens at the time 
when the federal government 
should aim at enforcing its 
authority in order to avoid foe 
eruption of conflicts among 
political groups which, most of 
foe time, develop into civil 
wars and thus threaten the per- 
sistence of the nationhood 

By granting cultural autono- 
my to tribal groups — which 
claim historical and cultural 
differences from those of the 
ruling ethnic group — in the 
deeply divided African soci- 
eties, the ruling elites may pre- 
vent foe emergence of claims 
to self-detennmation. 

“Democratic federalism" 
minim ises the sense of cultural 
insecurity and allows for a just 
redistribution of power that can 
be much contentious if other- 
wise concentrated in foe cen- 
tre. Thus, the top priority of the 
African statesmen should be 
placed on ensuring foe absence 
of repression by ensuring that 
almost all if not all foe citizens 
hold equal rights and responsi- 
bilities before foe Jaw. For fois 
to happen, there must exist 
political goodwill for the pro- 
tection of foe minority rights 
with the leadership, as well as 
tbe people as large. 


SHARING THE concern of the three women journalists 
who wrote the letter “Slap in the face fra: women” 
(Jordan Times, Sept 23, 1997) about “crimes of hon- 
our" and the legal gap that still allows Jordanian men to 
“execute" female members of their family without trial 
and get away with murder so easily, L, too, asked 
myself, why this demand received only 17 per cent of 
the votes and landed in the 26th spot 

Maybe women have internalised the “male right and 
duty to defend the honour of the family” in such a way 
that not all of them can see the monstrosity of it Maybe 
they personally feel more realistically threatened by 
divorce and second marriage than by being killed for 
“dishonourable" behaviour. ‘The fact that 52 per cent of 
the women (No. 5!) saw the need for a law to protect 
women from emotional and physical abuse by their 
spouses speaks for itself. 

Maybe women’s solidarity has still a long way to go 
before women adopt other women’s concerns as their 


Maybe the issue of crimes of honour has only been 
reported and discussed in the English press, and aware- 
ness for human rights in general is still not developed. 

Has anybody written about tbe psychological impact 
of this traditional injustice on all women? (and on men 
for that matter)? 

In order to put this issue on the national agenda as a 
top priority for women (and men) the English-speaking 
journalists have to reach out to the average Arabic -read- 
ing citizen and, by writing daily on all forms of dis- 
crimination and injustice, they can create new national 
sensitivity and ethics. 


Martha Sara, 
Amman. 


Giving credit 


To the Editor: 


A PHOTO caption on the sports page on Sept. 21, 1997, 
featured Andy Green, who drives the Supersonic car 
Thrust SSC. 

The car was in Jordan twice wi thin a year, and (fid 
some runs exceeding 900 km per hour. The caption did 
not mention that, oaly that tbe SSC team is preparing to 
run in the black rock desert in the state of Nevada 

I believe the Kingdom should have been given some 
credit by mentioning that the car was in AI Jafer Desert 
as well. 


Samer Farraj, 
Amman- 


The writer is a visiting fellow 
at the Royal Institute for Inter- 
Faith Studies in Amman. He 
contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 
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One general decorated, others take up positions ahead of elections 


During the first visit to Jordan of U. General Georg L 
Meiring, chief of the South African National Defence 
Force \ His Majesty King Hussein bestowed upon Gen. 
Meiring the Order of Merit (First Class) last Sunday. 
The general, who was the guest of his Jordanian coun- 
terpart. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs-of-Staff Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh, is on an official 
visit to the Middle East. The other countries on his tour, 
following his stay in the Kingdom which ended 
Wednesday, include Egypt. Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

**** 

AN ACADEMIC APPROACH? With the planned 

boycott of the Nov. 4 elections by the opposition, three 
Islamic Action Front deputies sought to obtain {in one 
case retain) teaching appointments at the University of 
Jordan ’s F acuity of Sharia ( Islamic studies). Other than 
Bassam Emoush (Zarqa), who had already been teach- 
ing and thus was reappointed, reports are that former 
deputies Homam Said f Amman 5th District) and 
Mohammad Haj (Zarqa) were just testing the waters. 
The faculty does not believe that these two deputies actu- 
ally intended to take full time teaching positions as that 
would mean that they would lose entitlement to their 
pensions from the Parliament. Deputy Said, in fact, 
leaches one-course at the university, but on a part-time 
basis. Decisions, therefore, may be postponed until the 
official registration of candidates. 

**** 

BACK IN SERVICE: The names of several retired 
Armed Forces officers were circulating last week. 
Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid, it was reported, has 
recommended the appointment of two retired officers as 
governors and at the same-time, considered the retire- 
ment of Aqaba Governor Salem Turk. The two persons 
proposed as Ministry of Interior governors are Brigadier 
Nashai Majali, once military attache in Washington and 
before that director of planning for the Jordan Armed 
Forces, and Imran Khamash. a former brigade comman- 
der and once an aide-de-camp to His Majesty King 
Hussein. As for Gen. Turk, it is expected that he will take 
over the reigns of the Jordanian Economic and Social 
Organisation of Retired Servicemen/women, which has 
been headed by Hani Majali for several years. Gen. 
Turk, insiders say. will be mote, at ease at JESORS than 
in the world of government bureaucracy. Last Sunday, 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, acting upon direc- 
tives from His Majesty King Hussein, presided over a 
meeting to form an executive council that will oversee 
the work of JESORS and draw a strategy to address the 
social and economic concerns of the organisations 
members. Dr. Majali, who is chairman of JESORS, 
announced that the JESORS law had been temporarily 
amended thus creating a higher council under the prime 
minister’s chairmanship to include the chairman of the 
joint chiefs-of-staff, the directors of the General 
Intelligence Department, the Public Security 
Department and the Civil Defence Department, as well 
has HRH Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, director of the 
National Security Council, Deputy Prime Minister 


Jawad Anani, and Minister of Industry. Trade and 
Supply Hani MulkL The Higher Council will supervise 
the performance of the Executive Council, which is 
chaired by the JESORS director general, the secretaries 
general of the ministries of Finance, Industry, Trade and 
Supply, Social Dei'elopment, Public Works and Housing, 
and Agriculture, a Central Bank of Jordan Deputy 
Governor, a principal from the financial department of 
the Armed Forces, Jive JESORS members and two repre- 
sentatives from the private sector. 

**** 

TWO DOWN: One professional Gen. Turk will be in 
contact with while serving the interests of the JESORS 
membership is attorney Hanna Neddeh. Mr. Neddeh was 
feted last week by several retired ministry secretaries 
general for winning two cases on their behalf concern- 
ing the rale of cost of living allowances. The first case 
uvzs settled in 1996 and the other earlier this year. The 
gathering was held as an expression of thanks to the 
mince-no-words lawyer. 

#*** 


FAREWELLS & INTRODUCTIONS: China 

makes the news again, here in Amman that is. with the 
departure of Senior Colonel Gao Chengqun at the end of 
hisMearJyJouryear tour of duty as military attache of 
the People s Republic of China. Col. Gao, 52, who also 
goes by his adopted Arab name “ Nabil Gumma ah ” will 
return' to Beijing soon to' spend a few months at the 
Department of Defence. He then expects to be posted to 
an embassy somewhere again in the Arab World. Col. 
" Gumma’ ah " was educated in Egypt and was posted 
several times to his country’s embassy in Cairo from 
1970 to 1993. Col Gao will be succeeded by Col. Dai 
Shaoan, who arrived in Amman shortly after the conven- 
ing in China of the 15th Communist Party congress. Col. 
Dai, 43. first served abroad, like his predecessor, in 
Egypt. Before being assigned to Jordan, he was deputy 
department head at the Ministry of Defence. Col. Dai's 
wife . Wang Li Jun. will not be accompanying him here as 
her career with China Radio International keeps her in 
Beijing. Ms. Wang is deputy director of China Radio s 
Arabic Department. The couple, both fluent in Arabic, 
have a daughter. A reception to bid farewell to Col Gao 
and introduce his successor was hosted at the Chinese 
Embassy last night. 

**** 

HE WAS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD: A post 
just filled is that of director of the Goethe Institut. After 
the late April departure of former Director Dr. Deiter 
Glade to Cairo. Goethe Director in Beirut Dr. Wolfgang 
Ule had been shuttling between Beirut and Amman to 
oversee activities at the Jordan branch. But as of Sept. 
], Dr. Ule officially became director of this German gov- 
ernment-backed cultural establishment. Bom in Munich 
in 1939, Dr. Ule is a graduate of Cairo University 
(Arabic language and Islamic studies ) and Heidelberg 
University, where he obtained his doctorate with a thesis 


on *' Contemporary Islam and Arab Socialism. " He has 
been director of the German cultural centres in 
Alexandria. Lima, Casablanca. Tripoli, Algiers and 
Amman (72-74). Dr. Ule is the recipient of several 
medals from his own and host countries, including 
Jordan 's Istiklal Medal of the First Order. He will be 
introduced to several associates-to-be at a reception on 
Sept. 28 hosted by the head of the press and cultural 
department of the German embassy, Ingrid Uedgens. 

**#* 

NEW TERRITORY: 

The Spanish Cultural 
Centre, Instituto 

Cervantes , has finally got 
a new director after more 
than one year of deliberat- 
ing and tapping the exper- 
tise of Javier Ruiz, the 
institute s director in 
Damascus. She is Lola 
Infante, a journalist and 
teacher of Arabic lan- 
guage and history of the 
Arid? World at the 
Autonomous University of 
Madrid. Bom in Logroho, 

Spain in 1946, Ms. Infante 
has worked for the Spanish 
daily Diario as chief inter- 
national correspondent 
and analyst in Paris. Lola Infante 

**** 


HOUSE WARMING: For nearly 20 years now 

Japan s ambassadors to Jordan hive maintained resi- 
dence in a house close to their embassy near Fourth 
Circle. But last night Ambassador Takayuki Kimura and 
his wife welcomed associates and friends to their new 
residence in Abdoun. With relations expanding, the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry agreed that more space was 
required for its envoy to entertain. The embassy was 
made what it calls a “ reasonable ” rental offer for its 
new living quarters and took it, opting for Abdoun where 
most other embassies and diplomatic residences are 
relocating. There are already firm plans to build a new 
embassy on land the Japanese government purchased 
near the Institute of Diplomacy on the Sixth Circle. 
Construction is expected to start at the end of next March 
and be completed by the year 2000. Japan 's embassy in 
Jordan, which currently has a staff of nearly 40 (diplo- 
mats. administrators and local staff), is considered per- 
haps its third largest mission after those in the U.S. and 
Great Britain. The Kimuras have a daughter in high 
school and a son in middle school, both studying in 
Amman. 

**** 

CONGRATULATIONS: Laie September into early 
October brings national day celebrations from countries 


stretching the globe. Last week Chilean Ambassador 
Jorge Iglesias and his wife Amalia hosted a reception to 
mark the 187th anniversary of Chile 's independence. On 
Sept. 29 Swiss Ambassador Gian Federico Pedotti and 
his wife Maria will mark confederation day (actually cel- 
ebrated Aug. I. but the Pedottis were on summer holi- 
day) with a reception at their Jabal Amman residence. 
The 48th anniversary of the founding of the People's 
Republic of China will be celebrated by Ambassador Liu 
Bao Lai and his wife Yuan Shao Yun at the embassy 
premises on Sept. 30. On Oct. 2. Charge d' Affaires of the 
embassy of the Republic of Korea Ki Chull Oh and his 
wife will introduce their new Ambassador and Mrs. Kyun 
Woo Lee at their home and mark their country’s nation- 
al day event. German Ambassador Peter Mende and his 
wife Margret will welcome guests at the Inter.Con-tinen- 
tal Hotel on the occasion of their country's national day 
next Saturday. Egypt's military attache Mohammad 
Jami'e and his wife will celebrate the republic's army 
day at the InterContinental Hotel on Oct. 6. And final- 
ly.' the Republic of China (Taiwan), represented in 
Jordan by Francis T. N. Chang and his wife at the com- 
mercial office of Taiwan, will also host a reception at the 
InterContinental to mark their national day. 

**** 

A SPECIAL RUN: Andy Mansfield of the British 
Army Parachute Regiment, supported by the Amman 
Hash House Harriers . will run on Friday, Sept. 26 from 
the Dead Sea to the 7th Circle for the Diana, Princess of 
Wales, Memorial Fund. Mansfield will start off from the 
Dead Sea at 5:30 a.m. and is expected to arrive at the 
7th Circle at around 10:30 a.m. r This is the first time that 
this run has been made uphill, as far as we can tell. 

**** 

DOWNTOWN CONCERT: On the occasion of 
International Tourism Day, Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji is inviting guests to a music 
recital by the National Music Conservatory/Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation on Friday evening at the Odium 
near the Roman Amphitheatre. Indications are that the 
8:00 p.m. concert is by invitation only. 

**** 

TRADITION AS ART: If quilt-making is your fancy, 
you will be glad to hear that the American Centre is host- 
ing a visit to Jordan of American quilt and fibre artist 
Virginia Harris from September 26 to October 1. Ms. 
Harris, who is also a writer and photographer, will open 
her quilt exhibition “ Piecing it Together" at the 
American Centre of the U.S. embassy on Tuesday i to be 
followed by a lecture on the art of quilt-making. On 
Sept. 28. at 10:00 a.m.. she will conduct a workshop on 
“ Designing Quilt Blocks from Origami." For more 
information call ext. 2579 at the U.S. embassy. 


Jennifer Hamameh 



American voices for justice 


Seeing The Light: Personal Encounters With The 
Middle East Ana Islam 

edited by Richard H. Curtis and Janet McMahon 

Washington, D.C.: American Educational Trust, 
1997, 280 pages. $18.99 

SEEING THE Light, in the sense of discovering the 
truth, is a phrase often used. in a religious context. It is 
not by chance that it was chosen as the title of this col- 
lection of 74 essays which have previously been printed 
in the monthly magazine. The Washington Report on 
Middle East Affairs. Most of the essays concern person- 
al experiences in the Holy Land — the site of the 
Palestinian-lsraeli conflict, though there are also 
episodes in Oman, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon and Syria. 

The book has 74 authors, people from all walks of life 
— journalists, doctors, teachers, students, diplomats, 
priests, rabbis and students, plus a sailor, a playwright 
and the known ex-Mossad agent, Victor Ostrovsky. Since 


most of the writers are Americans, their “seeing the light” 
involved breaking through the thick fog of pro-Israeli 
bias which permeates the U.S. media and education sys- 
tem. What they all discovered was the justice of Arab 
claims. 

Some of the writers saw the light suddenly, simply by 
meeting Arabs face-to-face and hearing their side of the 
story. Others were jolted upon discovering how prevalent 
are racism and violence in Israeli society. To give one 
example: In 1980, Alison Glick lived with a "typical” 
Israeli family while on a foreign exchange programme. 
The mother of the family, who worked in the Haifa 
industrial sector, often complained that she felt hot and 
dirty after her work, but wouldn’t use the showers there, 
"because the Arabs use them” (p. 81). Alison also heard 
the neighbours jubilating when four Arabs were killed in 
a car accident. Later, living in the occupied territories 
during the intifada, she referred back to her experience 
among Israelis when poundering how anyone could 
shoot children, or throw tear gas in a maternity ward. 


Some of the contributors saw the light slowly as part of 
a process of learning about the histoiy of the Middle 
East, and seeing how the facts were often hidden or dis- 
torted. Some, like former congressman Paul Findley, 
were hounded by the Zionist lobby when they tried to 
argue for a more objective U.S. policy. Journalist Jerry 
Levin, who was held hostage in Lebanon for 11 months, 
returned to the U.S. to find that neither the State 
Department nor mainstream media welcomed his story, 
because he had the insight to see that his being taken 
hostage was a biproduct of misguided U.S. policy. 

For many, the reality of the refugee camps was what 
opened their eyes. Dr. Clyde Farris writes or his impres- 
sions when he arrived in Amman in 1955, as the eight- 
year-old son of an agricultural adviser with the AID pro- 
gramme in Jordan: "Whatever the roots of my pro-Israel 
prejudices, they were soon to be challenged by the facts 
that could not be hidden by a smooth Israeli public rela- 
tions machine. The Palestinian refugee camps (the ugly 
fruits of Israel’s “war of independence’ ) littered Jordan in 


BOOK REVIEW 

terrible squalor” tpp. 41-2). Jordan was also the gateway 
for .mother American doctor: John T. Duelge, M.D., who 
pays tribute to Dr. Hani Jumean (whom he had earlier 
met during medical training in the U.S.) and his wife, for 
helping him to understand Middle East realities. From 
Jordan, 1 he went to the West Bank and saw the “unhealthy 
occupation”: “As a physician who deals with statistics 
which represent individual human beings, I am fright- 
ened by the matter-of-fact attitude in America to the 
steadily rising toll of dead and wounded in the Israeli- 
occupied territories” (p. 192). Though written during the 
intifada, today’s events unfortunately serve to confirm 
this view. 

Most of the contributors to this volume are now work- 
ing in various fields to promote a just peace in the Middle 
East, and a change in U.S. policy. Most are aware that 
this is a long, uphill battle. 

By Sally Bland 


Weigert scores points , but misses the point 


My life with the Palestinians 
Gideon Weigert . . 

Published By “ The Jerusalem Times " Palestinian 
weekly. P.O. Box 20185, Jerusalem, 91200 

4 MY LIFE with the Palestinians’ is the author’s self-pro- 
fessed attempt to not only quench "a worldwide thirst for 
knowledge of the positive side of life with the 
Palestinians. but also to help his fellow Israeli citizens 
“cross the bridge from generations of hatred and bloodshed 
to peaceful coexistence with Palestinians.” However, at 
least on the latter count, he leaves much to be desired- 
The book is a rather scattered collection of the author’s 
personal experiences with the Palestinian people. These 
span nearlv half a century of close friendships with ^ Arab 
families of Jerusalem — some of whom "adopted him 
during his studies — as well as bedouins of the Negev, and 
the Dnize of Galilee. Some of these make warm and inter- 
esting reading, while others, like the chapter on martyrs 
make one cringe by an exclusive focus on intra-Palestinian 
violence and an absolute lack of any admission of Israeli 
atrocities that have been perpetuated relentlessly against 
the Palestinian Arab population. 

The author, Gideon Weigert, is the former head of Arab 
affairs at the Jerusalem Post, and a permanent columnist to 
manv Israeli Arab newspapers. He is considered a foremost 
Israeli authority on Palestinians and he indeed has impres- 
sive credentials. A Jewish immigrant from Germany, 
Weigert arrived in Mandatory Palestine in 1933. He quick- 
ly learnt the Arabic language and subsequently embarked 


upon a programme of intensive learning in Arabic literature 
as well as Islamic religion and its history. In 1942 be was 
the first Jewish graduate of “Al-Nahda” Arab national col- 
leges in Jerusalem. 

The book has two clear tracks. The author’s personal con- 
tacts with the Palestinians and bonds with his Arab friends 
which are rooted in the firm foundations of humanity. And 
then there is clear Zionist political propaganda of the worst 
son. 

On the personal level, the enchantment, fascination and a 
genuine love of “the young German-bora Jew ( who) was 
charmed by the simplicity, warm hospitality and kindness 
of this (Palestinian) society" is obvious. His accounts of his 
close integration into his foster families certainly depict the 
existence of a strong human bond that transcends religion 
and race and also reflects upon the fabled Arab hospitality. 
His narration of his first encounter with Abu All, the story 
teller sheikh, makes fascinating reading and gives the read- 
er a rare insight into the rich urban Arab culture of 
Jerusalem. As does the author’s account of a Mawled 
evening in honour of the Prophet’s birthday complete with 
Sufi rituals. The chapter on the author’s Arab girlfriend, 
though rather cryptic to read, shows the existence of a tran- 
scendent bond between people. 

However, all this rather sharply contrasts with a strong 
dose of subtle and not so subtle Zionist propaganda. The 
author talks about a case of Arab inhabitants of 30 villages 
on the border between Israel and the West Bank in 1949. 
These people were given a choice between staying under 
Israeli occupation and leaving their homes and lands and 


becoming refugees, and they chose to stay. The author 
naively attributes their action to the excellent Israeli treat- 
ment of the Arabs. The thought that these people were 
demonstrating the proof of their genuine attachment to and 
ownership of their land doesn’t seem to cross the author’s 
mind. His reference to the West Bank as an area "then 
occupied by Jordan” shows not only historical ignorance 
but also, perhaps complete lack of the understanding of the 
Arab position in the conflict. The author devotes a whole 
chapter to the “Shuhada, or the Martyrs of peace" and 
makes much of the fact that “hundreds of Palestinians” 
were killed or injured in intra-Palestinian violence. 
However, no mention is made of about a thousand 
Palestinians who were killed by the Israeli troops in the 
same period, another three thousand who were permanent- 
ly crippled and several thousand more who suffered 
injuries and torture at the hands of the Israeli occupation 
forces. His reference to the West Bank city of Nablus as the 
capital of “Samaria” gives yet another clue about an 
absolute lack of sensitivity towards the Arab position. 

The book on the whole leaves the reader with the feeling 
that despite having had many seemingly enriching experi- 
ences with the Palestinians. Mr. Weigert has learned noth- 
ing of their national aspirations and has no sympathy for 
their sufferings under an oppressive occupation regime. 

Hasher Majoka 
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For the sake of ... 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


EACH FIELD, each discipline creates its own needs, its 
own idiosyncrasies. The computer world is particularly 
good at iL Only those who live or are entrapped in the PC 
microcosm — macrocosm should I say, given the size it 
has reached — may fully understand what will follow. 
Then again, this is not a limitation since most of us, one 
way or another, are involved with personal computers. 

There are those who use computers to “do something.” 
to produce a certain result, and there are those who use 
them, well, just for the sake of using them. There is 
absolutely nothing wrong with the second attitude, as long 
as there is no confusion between it and the fust one. 

A writer who buys a PC to write a book, using word pro- 
cessing software, doesn't really care if the machine has 
XXX megabytes of memory, a hard disk of YYY brand 
and runs on electricity, solar power or diesel fuel. As long 
as the programme and the equipment are working without 
failure and the computer is doing its job with satisfactory 
speed, the writer will be happy. In other words what real- 
ly matters to him is his book and not his PC. The latter is 
only the accessory, the tool that allows the artist to pro- 
duce the book. The same can be said about an accountant, 
a journalist or a musician who would use computers to do 
a given, a specific job. 

Enter the PC aficionado. This breed, quite common 
these days, is simply in love with the machine. That is 
with the equipment and the software itself. The PC lover 
will stare at the monitor for hours admiring its colours, its 
size. He or she — yes, there ARE female PC lovers — will 
spend hours evaluating the access time of the memory 
chips, expressed in nanoseconds or billionths of a second, 
or carefully studying the resolution of the monitor. 

Those who make the computer industry are perfectly 
aware of the presence of this special category of users and 
are keen to give them food for thought in the form of 
countless accessories, optional hardware, software or even 
meaningless technical characteristics. It would be impos- 
sible to provide here even a partial list of the many but 



non-essential hardware and software products available on 
the market. 

A simple example however. For about JD50 one can buy 
a radio-tuner card that can be installed inside a PC. This 
would allow the reception of AM and FM radio pro- 
grammes via the computer’s sound system. Now think 
twice., how much does a real radio set cost? Less than 
JD50 certainly fexcept for certain high-end stereo hi-fi 
models), and it would be a dedicated device that doesn’t 
need a PC to work. In most cases a separate radio set 
would be more practical, more appropriate and cheaper to 
use than the PC radio-tuner card- Someone madly in love 
with his computer however would rather buy the card, 
without caring at all for the feasible aspect of the question. 
He or she would do it just for the pleasure of “doing it with 
a PC.” 

One must admit that the attitude of the PC aficionado is 
not negative at all. It always comes with a certain amount 
of experimental spirit that may prove to be useful sooner 
or later. It also increases the technical knowledge and the 
computer awareness of the doer. Those who enjoy trying 
new devices and programmes or who keep upgrading their 
machine every other week-end are not interested in being 
efficient or reasonable. They are just having a good time 
playing with their computer. Besides, if it keeps both the 
industry and the users happy, who are we to judge them 
and why should we complain? 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, September 25, 1997 


2:00 

2:10 

2:30 

3:00 

3:30 

4:30 

5:00 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:00 

8:30 

9:10 

10:00 

10:30 

12:00 

12:00 


Holy Koran 

Ovide And The Gang 

The New Fred And Barney 

America's Funniest People 

He Shoots He Scores 

Shingalana 

French Programmes 

Le Journal 

French Programme 

News Headlines 

Trivial Pursiut 

The Parenthood 

Lois And Clark — Superman 

Rung Fu — The Legend Continues 

News In English 

Movie 

Step By Step 
End Of T.X. 


7:35 

Fresh Prince Of Belair 

8:00 

Cinema, Cinema, Cinema 

8:30 

National Geographic 

9:10 

Renegade 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

One West Waikiki 

11:15 

Sisters 

12:00 

End Of TJC. 


Monday, September 29, 1997 


Friday, September 26, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

Flintstones 

2:30 

Leo The Lion 

3:00 

Wishbone 

3:30 

French Programme 

4:00 

Family Matters 

4:30 

NBA 

5:50 

French Programme 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

French Programme 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Neighbours 

8:00 

The Health Show 

8:30 

Hawkeye Of Brisco County 

9:10 

Clive James Postcards 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

Best Seller 

11:15 

Movie Or Daddy's Girls 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:10 

The Show With The Mouse 

2:30 

Cowboys Of The Moo Mesa 

3:00 

Gillette Sports Special 

3:30 

Deep Water Haven 

4:00 

Animal Show 

4:30 

Ocean Girl 

5:15 

French Programmes 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

French Programme 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Neighbours 

8:00 

Murphy Brown 

8:30 

Babylon 5 

9:10 

Highlander 

10:00 

News In English 

10:35 

Emergency Room (E.R.) 

11:15 

Homicide 

12:00 

End Of T.X. 


Tuesday, September 30, 1997 


Saturday, September 27, 1997 


oo 


10 

30 


00 

30 


00 

30 


00 

00 


30 

35 


00 

30 


Holy Koran 
Twinkle 
Muppet Show 
Blue Heelers f 
World Of Geo 
The Valley Between 
Tilt 

French Programme 
Le Journal 
News Headlines 
Neighbours 
The Newly Weds 
Prism 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:10 

Sandocan 

2:30 

C.R.O. 

3:00 

Square One T.V. 

3:30 

Skippy 

4:00 

Album Show 

5:00 

French Programmes 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Coach 

8:00 

Tilt 23.5 

8:30 

Encounter 

9:10 

Nature Of Things (Documentary) 

10:00 

News In English 

10:30 

Great Defender 

11:15 

I Remember Nelson 

12:00 

End Of T.X. 


Wednesday, October 1, 1997 


9:10 

Time Trax 

2:00 

Holy Koran 

10:00 

News In English 

2:10 

Jonny Quest 

11:15 

Movie 

2:30 

Super Dave 

12:00 

End Of T.X. 

3:00 

Secrets oF Treasure Island 



3:30 

Spell Binder 



4:00 

Munsters Today 

Sunday, September 28, 1997 

4:30 

Border Town 



5:00 

French Programmes 



7:00 

Le Journal 

2:00 

Holy Koran 

7:30 

News Headlines 

2:10 

Little Rosey 

7:35 

Neighbours 

2:30 

The Magic School Bus 

8:00 

Soldier’s Diary 

3:00 

Lucky Luke 

8:30 

Oprah Winfrey Show 

3:40 

Energy Express 

9:10 

Challenges 

4:00 

American Chart Show 

10:00 

News In English 

5:00 

French Programmes 

10:30 

Land’s End 

7:00 

Le Journal 

11:15 

American Gothic 

7:30 

News Headlines 

12:00 

End Of T.X. 


Righting a wrong kind of publicity 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


ONE MIGHTY fine project that I can think of to make 
Jordan a country better equipped to face the 21st century 
is that we privatise our national advertising campaigns. 

This would mean that we delegate the task of presenting 
Jordan to the world to a specialised advertising agency to 
do what we have so far been unable to do: Better advertise 
Jordan in the world media. 

Rest assured, first, that I would not have suggested this 
if it were true that those currently doing this job are doing 
it well, because it is very clear that they are not, and sec- 
ond, that this issue has nothing to do with sovereignty. 

My reason for bringing forth this suggestion is that, and 
not for the first time, I have heard from many friends and 
tourists visiting Jordan that they had thought upon coming 
to Jordan that Petra was not an entire city, but just the 
Treasury, and that Amm an was a city not worth visiting if 
it were not for some Roman ruins. 

Vis-a-vis the first point, neither you nor I can blame the 
tourists because the only part of Petra ever publicised in 
posters is the Treasury. As far as the second is concerned, 
even many of our own travel agents seem to preclude 
Amman from any travel itinerary within the country. 

As things stand at this time, the tourists who come to 
Jordan and visit Amman leave to tell others that there is 
not much to see in our capital city. 

True, we may have the amphitheatre and the concept of 
a ‘Downtown,' but why does it come as a shock to us to 
find out that many tourists also want to visit restaurants 
and coffee shops in areas where many Ammanites spend 
their time? 

Again, why is the only Tourist Visitor Centre down by 
the Roman Amphitheatre? Can we at least consider plac- 
ing another centre, or more, in one of the more populous 
areas of western Amman? 



In all honesty, tourists who go downtown come out with 
the impression that our society is one that does not allow 
women either to work or go out on the streets because, 
according to them, they only see men down there. 

The inability to tackle this problem in the future will 
only bring shame to us all. 

The coffee shops of Shmeisani and Abdoun (in spite of 
their many faults and somewhat clueless clientele) should 
be well advertised and made accessible to any tourist 
group visiting Jordan. We need to let the tourists know that 
there is a 'nightlife’ in Amman beyond hotel bars and belly 
dancers. 

We also need to be sure that we can offer that which we 
print we offer. For example, if the timetable of the Airport: 
Express says that a bus leaves for the airport from the stop 
outside the Forte Grand Hotel at 2:07 a.m., then this has to 
be true. Unfortunately, this sort of reliability is something 
that we need to work on a lot more. 

At the end of the day, my mission as a writer can only be 
to ask that Jordan be given the very best that it deserves. 
If there is anyone out there, please Jet me know that you 
care enough to do some good! 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Mohammad A* Shuqair 


FACTS FILE 


KNOWN ANYBODY ELSE SAVE MY HUSBAND. 
* * * * 


• GEORGE I who ruled England between 1714-1727 had 
never learned the English language. 


MARRIAGE CUSTOMS 


• THE “MUD JUMPER'’ can move on the ground and 
breathe through the skin of its tail. 


• A CENTENARIAN from New York is still incredibly 
driving his own car by himself. 


* * * 


• IN one of the Virginian towns the people used to cele- 
brate die “Stumbling Carpets Day" on May 6 every year. 


* 


• AN AMERICAN remained sleeping in the Open for 
eight successive years, i.e. about 2920 nights. 


• THROWING OLD SHOES: In Anglo-Saxon 
marriages the bride’s father presented his daughter's 
shoes to her bridegroom, who touched her on the 
head with it to remind her that he was now her mas- 
ter. Then the throwing of shoes came to be consid- 
ered a sign of good luck. “Nowe for goode lucke 
caste an olde shoe after mee.” The custom is also 
^symbolical of the parting of the new life from the 
old, or shaking the dust of a place from one’s feet 
and severing all connection with it 


* * * * 


* * * 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** if ever the need arises. 


Etha iqtada al-amr. 


** Hit the right nail on the head. 

Idrib ala al-water al-hassas. 


** He hasn’t a penny to his name. 


** His words get on my nerves. 

KaJamobu yorfaiq a'sabi. 


** You needn’t get mad! 

** That's too much for me. 


• A TEAR HANDKERCHIEF: In- some. parts of 
the Tyrol a beautiful old custom is still observed. 
When the bride is starting for the church, her moth- 
er gives her a fine handkerchief, woven for the pur- 
pose with die best linen possible. This is called the 
‘Tear Kerchief,” and with it the girls is supposed to 
Oaysa Jahu raseed. dry the tears she will naturally shed on leaving 
home. After the wedding day the ‘Tear Kerchief’ is 
folded up carefully and laid in the linen closet, where 
it remains until its owner’s death: then it is taken out 
and spread over her face. 


La tagh’dab. 


Inna hatha fawqa taqati. 


* * * * 


** This story has moved me greatly. 

Laqad ath’tharat haatfaehi al-qissa fee nafsi kathiran. 


PUZZLES 


* * * * 


JOKES 


NOUGHTS & CROSSES 



Twenty-six matches have been used to divide 
the illustrated diagram into two parts, each of the 
same size and shape one part containing the two 
“noughts” and the other two “crosses.” 

This is an unnecessarily large number of match 
es to use, since a similar result can be attained by 
using twenty matches. 

Where would yon place them? 


“Mum, our teacher of zoology told us 
to have some animal at home.” 


* * * 


“HOW can you distinguish between your twin babies 
since they look completely alike?” 

"That’s very simple, madam.” 

“How could it be? 

“Whenever I put my finger in one of each child's mouth, 
the one who bites me is certain to be Jehad." 


* * * 


OUR FRIEND’S WIFE was going to have her fifth 
baby. 

She was extremely amazed when she read an article say- 
ing that every fifth baby ever bom in the world must be “a 
Chinese.” 

In great haste, she direcdy went to see the family doctor 
and declared: 

T SWEAR BY GOD, SIR. THAT I’VE NEVER 
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For Kim Basinger, the 
‘fire ball’ is out — and 
Veronica Lake is in 


By Douglas J. Rowe 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Actress 
Kim Basinger says it ail 
escalated into a “fire ball” 
— her refusal of a role, the 
resulting lawsuit, the subse- 
quent settlement, her bank- 
ruptcy, even the dashed 
plans of developing a small 
Georgia town she bought. 

“None of it made any 
sense and it was all so mis- 
represented,” she says. 
“And the sad part about it is 
that nothing good became of 
it.” 

Now she likes to think it’s 
all behind her. “Old Noise,'* 
she calls it. 

Drowning that out is a 
new buzz — about her new 
movie L.A. Confidential 
and about her performance 
as a Veronica Lake look- 
alike hooker (high-priced 
and with a heart of gold, of 
course). Both have gotten 
raves. 

Curtis Hanson, director 
and co-screenwriter of the 
film set in 1950s Los 
Angeles, says one reason 
the 43-year-old actress got 
cast in the role was “she’s 
one of the few contempo- 
rary actresses that' you 
imagine in a George Hurrell 
photograph — as glamorous 
as any star in the old studio 
system.” 

Basinger said she was 
drawn to the physical chal- 
lenge of becoming Veronica 
Lake, "who was unfortu- 
nately more well-known for 
her hairdo (the long blond 
hair coming down over one 
eye) than for her ability.” 

“1 really wanted to capture 
her,” Basinger said. 

Yet, what she was trying 


to capture remains elusive 
in Basinger’s mind. “It’s 
something many actresses 
had back then ... When they 
had it. they had in This kind 
of glint. It was something in 
their eyes, something in 
their intonation ... They 
always caught you off 
guard.” 

But what is "it”? 

‘It’s kind of a just a com- 
fortabl e - wi th -y ou rsel fness 
on the screen. You know 
what I'm saying? Rather 
than always having to be a 
character. 1 think she was a 
character. And I think- she 
brought Veronica Lake to 
everything she played. And 
I think she’s more interest- 
ing than every character she 
ever played." 

Which begs the question: 
Does this apply to herself? 
Say, is there a Kim Basin- 
ger-ness that she brings to 
her latest role? 

Initially stumped, she set- 
tles on compassion _and 
humour. 

‘To me, humour is intelli- 
gence. Humour is so impor- 
tant in your life. It’s so 
important. And it’s so 
important to know that you 
can always fall back on it, 
even when things are just 
going in the most spiralling 
downhill,” she says, laugh- 
ing and moving her arm in a 
downward spiral. 

In that case, life must have 
been hysterical for a while, 
starting in May 1991. That's 
when she decided to pass on 
the title role in Boxing 
Helena, a Jennifer Lynch 
film about a woman whose 
arms and legs are cut off by 
a doctor obsessed by her. 

The film’s producers sued 
her for breach of oral con- 


tract, and she lost. The $8.1 
million jury award forced 
the actress into bankruptcy, 
and she subsequently settled 
with the producers of 
Boxing Helena for $3.8 mil- 
lion. 

Amid the legal wrangle 
and uncertain finances, her 
grand plans for the town she 
bought with a group of 
investors in 1989 also got 
scuttled. 

Braselton, Georgia — 
about 16 kilometres from 
Basinger’s hometown 
Athens — was put on the 
map by the purchase and the 
talk of renovating the tum- 
of-the-century stores and 
houses, building a movie 
studio and luring other 
industry to the town. But by 
1995, Basinger and her 
investment partners were 
selling off parts of the town. 

“It was better than any 
education I could have ever 
gotten at any seven sisters 
school.” she says now. “Just 
the experience of it all, just 
people. What people are 
capable of doing in the 
name of money.” 

In the last couple of years, 
Basinger has taken time off 
to have a baby and concen- 
trate on family life along 
with husband Alec Baldwin. 
She met him on the set of 
1991 ’s The Marrying Man, 
and they again co-starred in 
the remake of The Getaway. 

When she was barely 
older than her 22-month -old 
daughter is now, Basinger 
told her father that she 
wanted to become an 
actress. As a teenager she 
won Georgia’s Junior Miss 
Crown, then headed to the 
national pageant in New 
York, where she became a 



Kim Basinger 


model, appearing in ads for 
Clairol and Revlon and on 
numerous magazine covers. 

But she still aspired to 
become an actress and even- 
tually moved to Los 
Angeles, where she caught a 
break in 1977, getting cast 
in the short-lived ABC 
series Dog And *CaL 

That was followed by 
made-for-TV movies and 
guest appearances on series 
until she made her film 
debut in 198 l’s Hard 
Country. Her breakthrough 


movie role came as a bond 
girl in 1983’s Never Say 
Never Again, She caused a 
stir in the soft-core 9 1-2 
Weeks and Sam Shepard's 
Fool For Love. And she 
played the love interest in 
the 1989 blockbuster 
Batman. 

Through it all. though. 
Basinger says she's 
remained introverted, some- 
tiling that goes back to her 
childhood- Her shyness was 
so acute that her parents 
thought she might be autis- 


tic and even had her tested 
for it. 

To this day, she would 
rather be facing the wall in a 
restaurant rather than look- 
ing out toward others. In 
that way. she says she and 
her gregarious husband are 
opposites. 

“We’re very different peo- 
ple. but we have so much in 
common when it comes to 
our passions and our goals 
and things that we want to 
get done in this life.” 
Basinger says. 


History and Hollywood on Finland’s beaches 


By Sara Henley 
Reuter 

HANKO, Finland — Marlene's room has a toothpaste- 
white bedspread, festooned with purple and lace. The bath- 
room is. well, a temple to Shirley. But John Wayne's room 
is really meant to be a Single. 

At Pensionnat Garbo, you can reside in the style to which 
you wish to become accustomed, in rooms decked with 
kitsch paraphernalia from 1930s and 1940s Hollywood. 

Perhaps when you look in the mirror, you may remember 
you are not actually Rita Hayworth, but using a shared bath- 
room in a simple if delightful bed-and-breakfast — in 
Finland. 

Garbo — 1 5 rooms themed on movie stars, and a whole 
floor of Gone With The Wind memorabilia — is just one of 
the nostalgic surprises in the tiny seaside resort of Hanko. 
on what Finns like to call their Riviera. 

The tongue-in-cheek retro sparkle of the guest house owes 
its existence to a collector who is also a seamstress to 
today's rock stars. 

But its basement is a museum to Finnish life and the dra- 
matic heritage of an often-beleaguered town: From wash- 
ing-boards to weaving, rug-making, fishing, hunting and 
fighting. 

Hanko itself, in Finland's southernmost region, is the 
country's sunniest area, and nowadays a pocket of 39th- 
cennuy gentility graced with miles of sandy beaches. But it 
has witnessed many of the battles that shaped Finland, ce- 
lebrating its SOth anniversary this year. 

If you don’t have it, bomb it 

Sandwiched between Sweden and Russia. Finland was 
passed between the imperial powers until Russia granted it 


independence in 1917. 

But Russia soon began to worry about attempts to cut off 
its western sea lane through the Baltic to St. Petersburg — 
and was reminded of Hanko's strategic importance. 

In other words: If you don’t have it, bomb it, bum it, 
occupy it. 

“In my garden there are six defensive lines down to the 
sea." said Alan Jeffery, a naturalised Finn from Britain who 
has lived in the area for 24 years. 

Relics of war — from bunkers to cannon and trenches — 
litter the forests and rocks on the seafront. Even the trees 
are a reminder. 

“You might have noticed they aren’t very tall,” said 
Jeffery, a businessman who helps the tourist board as a 
guide. 

The old forests were torched in exchanges of no fewer 
than 750,000 grenades between occupying Russian troops 
and Finnish resistance fighters on nearby islands between 
1940 and 1941. 

‘It was a hot. dry summer like this one,” Mr. Jeffery said. 

Resilient elegance 

Hanko's screenplay started out much more romantically 
— in 1874. when Finland was a grand dueby of the Russian 
Empire. 

Declared a town, it was little more than a fortress with 
farms and fishermen until Nicholas II decreed that the 
Russian nobility could not export their wealth from the 
empire. 

They needed a playground at home and Hanko became a 
spa with a grand casino. 

Despite the shelling and bombing that were to follow, 
many of the elegant parkland villas built for visiting gentry 
still stand. 


Nowadays tourists hungry for more than Hollywood nos- 
talgia can board at several pastel-painted, delicately peeling 
wooden residences on the sea-fronL 

And those unmoved by history can lose themselves in 35 
kilometres of beaches, many so secluded they should stay a 
well-kept secret. 

Most of the visitors these days are Finns or Swedes, but 
Mr. Jeffery said Russians also visit often' because Hanko 
has an important place in Russia's history — through anoth- 
er battle, in 1714. when Russia won its first naval victory 
and seized Finland from Sweden. 

A terribly nice summer 

Back at Pensionnat Garbo, owner Kristina Win berg is 
pointing to a map-laden musty comer desk, on which rests 
a pair of wire spectacles. A leather stetson dangles on a 
chair. 

“This is Indiana Jones’s office.” she says. “He’s out some- 
where, I don't know* where.” 

You could be forgiven for failing to see any connection if 
you did not know that 450,000 Finns and 150.000 Russians 
and Balts sailed away to a new life from Hanko between 
1880 and 1930. 

It was the biggest of the mass emigrations from Finland, 
taking the forebears of many Americans and Australians to 
pioneering lives in the new world. 

A monument in the local red granite on the sea front, 
depicting departing swans, has a twin in Lake Worth. 
Florida, showing them landing. 

But down in the harbour, with scores of yachts and plea- 
sure craft bobbing in blistering summer sun, it’s hard to 
imagine why anyone would leave. 

“We have a terribly nice summer,” says the barman at 
Ari’s Pub. tidying the tables. 


Experts sceptical about Japanese film revival 


By Koichi Kawaguchi 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Japanese mo- 
vies have won major inter- 
national awards this year 
and Japanese are flocking to 
cinemas in record numbers 
to see local films, but 
experts remain unconvinced 
that the film industry's 
decades-long slump is over. 

“We can't say that next 
year will be good just be- 
cause this year is good.” To- 
ho Co. Ltd. President Toshi- 
hiko Ishida said in a recent 
interview with Reuters. 

This year has definitely 
been a good one for the Ja- 
panese film industry, which 
suffered from a protracted 
slump despite international- 
ly acclaimed works by pio- 
neers like .Akira Kurosawa 
and Yasujiro Ozu. 

The nation's film industry 
endured numerous cinema 
closures and a sharp fall in 
audiences for years after its 
golden era in the 1950s. In 
1996, the number of cine- 
ma-goers dropped to about 
one-tenth of its heyday. 


While some industry’ offi- 
cials attributed the decline 
in large part to the growing 
variety of leisure activities 
available to Japanese, others 
said the prime reason was 
the poor quality of Japan's 
movies. 

This year, however. Ja- 
pan's film business is show- 
ing signs it has emerged 
from its long hibemarion._ 

At the 50th Cannes Film 
Festival in May, "Unagi” 
(The Eelj, directed by 
Shohei Imam ura. shared the 
Golden Palm Best Film 
Award with Iranian director 
Afibas Kiarostami’s The 
Taste Of The Cherry. 

Unagi is the story of a 
man who, while serving an 
eight-year prison term for 
the stabbing death of his 
unfaithful wife, confides his 
true feelings only to an eel. 

Earlier this month, Hana- 
Bi by Takeshi Kitano, a 

well-known television per- 
sonality, won the Golden 
Lion Award for best picture 
at the Venice Him Festival. 

A comedy. Shall We 
Dance?, directed by Masa- 


yuki Suo, also became a hit 
in the United States after 
malting its debut there in 
June. 

Japan’s top box office hit 
last year, the film features a 
bureaucrat who escapes 
from his humdrum exis- 
tence through ballroom 
dancing. 

Some other locally made 
movies are attracting mil- 
lions of people who do not 
usually queue up for Japa- 
nese movies. 

More than 10 million peo- 
ple have already seen The 
Princess Mononoke, an ani- 
mated movie by renowned 
Japanese animator Hayao 
Miyazaki, since its release 
in mid-July. 

The movie, which is set in 
ancient Japan and tells the 
story of a girl raised by 
wolves, is expected to break 
national box-office records 
established by Steven Spiel- 
berg’s “E.T.” 15 years ago. 

Another anim ated film, 
Toei Co. Ltd.’s The End Of 
Evangeiion, has became a 
hit as well. 

Paradise Lost, also a Toei- 


distributed movie based on 
a recent novel about an 
extramarital affair between 
a man and a woman, is 
being well received by Japa- 
nese movie fans. 

“It’s a very good sign. 
Now we are beginning to 
feel confident that we will 
be able to climb out of the 
persistent slump,” an offi- 
cial at Toei said. 

But some industry experts 
are less optimistic. 

“We cannot say that the 
Japanese movie industry 
has already been revived,” 
said Yasuyoshi Tokuma, 
president of Tokuma Shoten 
Publishing Co, which pro- 
duced The Princess Mono- 
noke. 

“A real revival of the 
Japanese film industry will 
be unlikely unless it makes 
drastic funding and person- 
nel changes,” said Hiroshi 
Shimada, an analyst at Sa- 
kura Institute of Research. 
Shimada said Japan's movie 
industry is far behind 
Hollywood in terms of the 
amount of money spent for 
movie production and the 


quality of the people who 
make films. 

“Considering the high cost 
of malting films, we should 
not stick to the idea of pro- 
ducing movies independent- 
ly. We may need to jointly 
produce more films,” To- 
ho's Ishida said. 

Although demand for 
films and videos is expected 
to increase in line with the 
introduction of new media 


and consumer electronics 
such as Digital Satellite 
Broadcasting and Digital 
Video Discs (DVDS), poor- 
ly made movies will be 
ignored by the market com- 
pletely. Shimada said. 

“If we cannot make quali- 
ty films that appeal to the 
world like Toyota’s cars and 
Sony's products, the Japa- 
nese movie industry will 
collapse." Tokuma said. 


Harvey Keitel to shoot 
American film in Vietnam 

HANOI (AFP) — U.S. actor Harvey Keitel will play an 
American GI in the first American film to be shot in 
Vietnam since the war, one of the producers said. 

Keitel, who starred in dozens of films including The Piano 
and Pulp Fiction, will be in Ho Chi Minh City when shoot- 
ing on Three Seasons begins next month, said Joanna 
Vincente, a producer with New York-based Open City 
Filins. Keitel will play an American soldier who returns to 
Vietnam to find his daughter who was bom after a romance 
with a Vietnamese woman during the war, said Vincente. 

“It’s an important role but not a starring role,” she said in 
a telephone interview from Ho Chi Minh City. 

The independent film was written and directed by Tony 
Bui, a Vietnamese who left the former Saigon in 1975 and 
lives in California, she said. 


Kevin Kline, the nice 
guy next door, on 
screen and in person 


By John Rogers 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Though 
he’s far too much the gen- 
tleman to come right out 
and say it, one can sense 
that Kevin Kline would 
just about rather be sitting 
in the dentist's chair than 
crouched over a hotel- 
room coffee table dis- 
cussing his movies, his 
life, his very reason for 
being. 

Tve always resented it 
the whole process.” he 
finally concedes. “It’s too 
late now, but I’d have 
rather been like those 
people like Picasso, who 
said, ‘you want me to talk 
about it, to explain this 
thing? If I could explain 
this thing, I’d be a writer.’ 
“I hate having to 
explain my work or talk 
about my work or talk 
about myself, which for 
the larger part is now 
expected.” he continues 
quietly. “1 hate having to 
be part of the studio mar- 
keting department." 

But he does what he 
must 

It’s now contractual,” 
he explains, chuckling. 
“It's written into your 
contract.” 

Not that he isn’t a 
friendly man or a capti- 
vating conversationalist, 
this soft-spoken actor 
who fiddles nervously 
with his cigarettes as he 
discusses his life in gen- 
eral and his new movie In 
And Out in particular. 

Blessed with an ever- 
present sense of whimsy, 
he can be downright effu- 
sive when talking about 
how he discovered a pas- 
sion for acting at a strict 
but “wonderful” boy's 
school run by 
Benedictine monks that 
he attended in his native 
St. Louis. 

He can be emotional, 
too, declaring his love for 
his wife, actress Phoebe 
Cates, and their young 
children. 

“It’s the most important 
thing in my life.” he says 
softly. - . then, realising 
what he's done, shouts in 
embarrassment, “oh,- no,, 
no, don't put that just say 
the whole family's great” 
Dressed casually in Tan 
pants and untucked blue 
shirt, his dark hair gray- 
ing. Kline looks some- 
what older (and, after 
three days of nonstop in- 
terviews and news con- 
ferences. decidedly more 
tired) than he does on 
screen. 

But that same amiable, 
could-be-the-nice-guy- 
down-the-block personal- 
ity that served Mm so 
well in movies like The 
Big Chill. Grand Canyon 
and Dave comes shining 
through. 

He’s the nice guy again 
in In And Out a raucous 
comedy bordering on 
farce, though this time 
with a decidedly different 
twist. Kline's character, 
Howard Brackett is a 
firmly closeted gay dra- 
ma teacher from the mid- 
west who is accidentally 
outed. on national televi- 
sion no less, by a bum- 
bling former student 
played by Matt Dillon. 

One reason Kline is 
loathe to talk about the 
work this time is because 
he has found reporters 
latching onto one scene in 
particular, and he fears 
the buzz about it will 
overshadow In And Out’s 
greater message, that nice 
people, good people, 
smart people, come in all 
sizes, shapes and sexual 
persuasions. 

“Must we?” He asks, 
rolling his eyes, when 
warned the question is 
coming again. But then 
he braces himself and 
delivers a perfect sound- 
bite reply when asked 
what it was like to kiss 
the film’s sleazy TV 
newsman, Tom Selleck, 
on the Ups. 

“I don’t kiss and tell,” 
Kline intones dramatical- 
ly, then smirks. 

He doubts gay people 
will be offended by such 
shenanigans, believing 
their sense of humour 



Kevin Kline 

will win them over to the 
movie. Others he's not so 
sure about. 

“I think the Baptists are 
going to ...” he says, his 
voice trailing off. Then it 
rises suddenly in a rare 
flash of anger, and be 
continues: “The Baptists, 
who are protesting Dis- 
ney because they employ 
homosexuals? People 
think they're going to go 
see the movie? Yeah, I 
think they’re going to 
lose money on that bet 
Then, with more gentle 
sarcasm, he adds: “On the 
other hand, maybe the 
Baptists in charge will 
change their whole minds 
about homosexuality.” 
Whatever the case, 
Kline, will keep right on 
doing what he does, alter- 
nating between movies 
and the stage, seeking out 
roles he still hasn’t done, 
and maybe fitting in some 
directing as well. 

He both starred in and 
directed a 1992 produc- 
tion of Hamlet for New 
York’s Public Theatre, 
and said he “quite en- 
joyed that” 

The stage was where he 
started out. and he has 
won Tonys for his roles in 
Broadway's On The 
Twentieth Century, and 
The Pirates Of Penzance. 

“1 loved movies grow- 
ing up,” recalls Kline, 49. 
‘1 used to watch movies 
on Television. My sister 
used to take me to see 
foreign films. When I was 
with my high school bud- 
dies we'd go see the latest 
commercial things. I did- 
n't go to the theatre’ niuch 
as a youths bur army high 
school we used to put on 
a senior play, and when I 
was a senior I did this 
play, and I enjoyed it and 
found myself very much 
at ease on the stage.” 

After college, he spent 
several years touring the 
country, performing 
Shakespeare. Chekhov. 
Ibsen and the like, while 
the movie offers were 
slow to come. 

“I wasn't turning down 
great movies to stay on 
stage.” he recalls. “1 was 
hoping to do movies. I 
wanted to do movies. But 
I was also resigned to the 
fact that that may not 
happen and I may have 
had only a stage career, 
and that would have been 
fine, too.” 

When the right offer 
finally came, it did so in a 
big way. He landed oppo- 
site Meryl Streep in So- 
phie's Choice m 1982. 
She won an Academy 
Award and he was nomi- 
nated For a Golden Globe. 
He got his own Oscar, for 
best-supporting actor, in 
H)S8's A Fish Called 
Wanda. 

Now, when he returns to 
the stage it sometimes 
confounds his movie 
audience, and he erupts in 
uncharacteristic full- 
throated laughter when 
telling a story about a fan 
who thought his career 
had tanked because he 
was starring one summer 
in a production of the 
prestigious New York 
Shakespeare Festival in 
Central Park. 

“A friend of mine cut 
out a little thing from 
Parade, one of those let- 
ters in Parade magazine, 
that says, ‘geez, I thought 
Kevin Kline’s career had 
taken off. But now I read 
that he’s back to doing 
free Shakespeare in the 
park. What happened?” * 
Kline, still chuckling, 
shakes his head at the 
memory. 

“Thai’s America, babe,” 
he finally says. 
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Simple treatment for slipped disc 


By Petra Shair 


I WOULD like to share with back pain sufferers the 
latest treatment for slipped disc complaints involving 
the cervical vertebrae, as well as the treatment of scars 
and deformities left after intervertebral disc opera- 
tions. 

Acute and chronic headaches as well as shoulder-arm 
pain are often caused by slipped disc of cervical verte- 
brae. 

The neck is most often affected, with pain ascending 
to the back of the head, behind the ears (accompanied 
by tinnitus sometimes) as far as the forehead or the 
eyes, where often an unpleasant feeling of pressure is 
experienced. Pain in the upper jaw is rare but could 
also happen and in this case, the teeth are always con- 
sidered to be the cause, with extraction of teeth result- 
ing; pain radiating as far as the lower jaw is seldom. 

In the majority of cases, the shoulder joints are 
affected. Sometimes it is only one joint and the arm can 
no longer be raised. Cortisone-based local anaesthetics 
are often injected into these joints to relieve pain. 

Depending on which nerves are affected, unbearable 
p ain extending into the arms may result. The intensity 
of pain is not necessarily the same in each arm. The 
pain may also be experienced only along the front or 
the back of the arm. The fingers or even the entire 
hand may also be affected. Swelling or numbness/tin- 
gling of one or more fingers may result, so a ring on the 
finger may no longer be easy to remove; writing may 
become difficult and it often becomes no longer possi- 
ble to bundle the fingertips together. 

P ain extending as a band in the chest wall, and in 
particular in the heart region, is common. This can 
lead to feelings of fear and apprehension or even to 
dyspnoea. Pain may begin in the heart region and then 
spread into the arms. In particular head or arm posi- 
tions, the symptoms mentioned can sometimes be 


intensified or reduced. 

Additional indication that all these complaints are 
caused by disc in the cervical vertebrae is that symp- 
toms such as pain, tingling, numbness, swelling, as well 
as having cold and pale hands at rest, are much more 
pronounced when working at a desk, on a computer or 
when watching television. 

The majority of patients learn rapidly which move- 
ments and positions they should avoid in order to 
reduce the intensity of pain. 

One-sided headache, nausea, tennis elbow and the so- 
called carpal tunnel syndrome can also be caused by 
the cervical vertebrae. 

If small gelatine is squeezed into the vertebral canal, 
then inflammation and swelling of the neighbouring 
nerve roots is always to be expected. The complaints 
mentioned then transmit alon g the course of one or 
more nerves. If such a region of transmission is exactly 
followed, the location of the affected nerve roots can be 
easily determined. Costly computer tomography, 
nuclear magnetic resonance and X-rays are unneces- 
sary. 

In order to treat such complaints a catheter is intro- 
duced into the spinal canal and through it a saline solu- 
tion is injected. This results in dehydration of the 
slipped disc and of the inflamed and oedematous nerve 
roots in the cervical vertebrae. The scars and deformi- 
ties which have formed following an intervertebral disc 
operation also get dehydrated. 

The pain usually disappears after only a few hours. It 
may reappear for a short time and is then far less 
intense than previously. Patients are, as a rule, free of 
pain following the second or third injection. 

Patients can generally go about their daily life one 
week after treatment 


The writer, a German native married to a Jordanian, went 
through the above-described treatment in Germany. 


New antibiotic offered for approval 


By RansdeU Pierson 
Reuter 


NEW YORK — Rhone- 
Poulenc Rorer Inc. (RPR) 
has said it had filed for 
approval of the first of. a 
new kind of antibiotic 
designed to battle emerg- 
ing “superbugs" resistant 
to traditional drugs. 

It said it had filed a new 
drug application with the 
Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration in Washington for 
Synercid, the first injec- 
table Streptogramin, a dis- 
tinct class of antibiotics. 

The company said it had 
been uiged to move quick- 
ly on development of the 
drug. 

“The FDA has called us 
oftep to ask us to file (for 
drug approval),” RPR 
spokesman Jean-Jacques 
Bienaime told Reuters. 


Mr. Bienaime added that 
the unusual FDA overtures 
indicated the agency's 
serious concern about new 
strains of bacteria such as 
a type of staphylococcus 
that resists Vancomycin, 
the antibiotic of last resort. 

Synercid is made up of 
two molecules that com- 
bine to stop bacteria from 
making essential proteins. 

“Clinical evidence sug- 
gests that Synercid may be 
a new weapon for physi- 
cians in the battle against 
(some) bacteria, including 
resistant strains,” Gary 
Shearman, senior vice 
president for pharmaceuti- 
cal drug development at 
RPR, said in a statement. 

Mr. Bienaime said the 
FDA had indicated it 
would give “fast-track" 
review to RPR's applica- 
tion to market Synercid — 


meaning the agency's 
answer could come within 
six months rather than the 
usual 12. 

Doctors have become 
increasingly concerned 
about drug-resistant bacte- 
ria. Although the bugs are 
no immediate threat to the 
general public, they have 
been showing up increas- 
ingly in hospital-bound 
patients who have been 
given batteries of antibi- 
otics and whose imm une 
systems are run down. 

Two Americans in the 
past month, one in 
Michigan and one in New 
Jersey, have been identi- 
fied with staphylococcus 
aureus that showed re- 
duced susceptibility to 


ceptibility 

Vancomycin. They had to 


get high doses of Van- 
comycin to fight off the 
to treat and deadly 


bacteria. 

Experts said it was ine- 
vitable that bacteria will 
mutate into drug-resistant 
forms, adding that no new 
class of antibiotic had 
been developed for 20 
years. 

Rhone is asking the FDA 
to license Synercid for use 
against infections includ- 
ing pneumonia, bacte- 
remia and skin infections. 

It could also be useful 
for patients allergic to 
other antibiotics including 
Penicillins, Glycopeptides 
and other drags. 

Late stage human trials 
of more than 1,000 volun- 
teers showed Synercid was 
reasonably well tolerated. 
Rhone said. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


TP TP ’OORAYI 
By Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
i Tr» — 

6 Locate 

ID Unptoaaanfly boar 
is Oborin Cottage 


18 TWdaoMV 

20 Cndoorpoco 

21 Gmorptrin 

22 Costa— 

23 -np 
2S DIP 

Z7 Niimlig 
SB Think 

30 Criodauga 

31 yn Fr. 

as MM 

33 5— Bwif 
3* G w d lowly 
3T8»> 


SB Thopfvi 
3Q— IKMy 

40 Eqtteos 

41 RoW tarn 
<2 Social 

ongagamanl 
49 L upwo or T arttai 
47 Fingiarti 


61 —mater 

BS Tropic*! ties* 

54 Tooth 

55 SCRIP 

E7 Alter Btahlte 
BB Mtenbuck 
» Hortda alhlota 
60 Advantega 

w ap 

86 Anctem Rcnun 


tamS)' gram 
07 Scourges 
EBGM araund 
TOCooWea 

72 Zatacatyi 

73 Gong of 

74 W" 

78 AoorCartou 
7B Toted 

61 — Point* 
MriHgan 

62 Ruter.obbr. 

63 Chanmy boon 
86 Adrid 


60 I 


61 MorateUDwtod 
63 SWm 
dm lllngo 
66 Bums 
07 FaltHr 
Sfl Gripe 
M MadapiAlo 


100 Mapfcaic 


86 Aimy blgwlgl 


67 Concetti 
88 SonwHhfeig ol 
value 


104 I 
106 UP 
106 HmvtKyl 
100 Loosen 

110 Laughtag 

111 OOvaganua 
US UP 

113 femes Space* 

114 kitten BBunert 
’IIS RIP 


DOWN 
i Cfecuka 
S Ttunta— ( 
3Ww» 

4 AdmsFuferto 
E Study come tor 


6 UatelMtns 

7 Pad oi USA: shbr. 
6 Ria 

0 Ogmacheek 


26 Von Btamaitk 
28 Oaten 

32 State 

33 Qukargroy 

34 Hatter spot 

38 Radsmarflova 


10 


37 Madcui lamia 
36 Dmw — (toraetl 
40 Paris’ attoway 


11 AoorEaalwgod 

12 HP 

13 Son 

14 Ttxa 
lSOrowaMn 

16 Wtfiar 

17 Ancteri Cette 


41 


IB Joyce Canu- 
te Weed 


royal court 

43 PIPS 

44 RaMtanrttg 
43 Makes 

47 Deg or cat 

48 Aidctea 

48 ffDonnaHofTV 
SO Health laaon 
S3 Poof aha 
64 Bea Aithurakcoa 


56 Gaseous 
ataman 
58 Cwtfiteapnd 
69 Hess and 
BncUnridgo 
DO Cky In Florida 
61 Carman engraver 

83 Qom man ual 
64 Chadi official 
66 Loamydapoal 
68 Cmy letter 
71 Wlndttr. 

73 Daaanrsiugaa 

74 UmflnM 

75 Mapiacad 

76 Cast, hook’s aids 

77 Pracneelocabois 
80 Sky 

61 FoodiaBptoyen 

84 Matas wtowtan 
86 Tiae tnir* 


87 UriMytobe 


89 DRF 

80 Author of *A BsH 
tor Adam' 

81 Water 

82 -the Rad 

83 Poker money 
94 Uproar 

K BUarmadcina 
88 Soma Mm 

97 Rhone leader 

09 AaiMifctaKfi 
too sum 

101 Suborn one 

102 warily 

103 Apinadi 
IQS One: prat. 

107 Adtesa 

Farrow 



Diagramlea*, 19 x 19 
By Franco* Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Adrd 
5 BJacfc&kd 
S Chwffia 

«»»iy 
B Mora greasy 
10 Cuffing ramaik 
12 Vtaar Hugonovd 

19 Actor Jamkigs 

20 Pokar stakes 

21 CaitataBaniy 


22 An- 


23 Pkwuuutd 
3* Son 

2G FocitwB’i Dawson 
28 Akpon atibr. 

27 Stains! pan 

28 SpM 

31 SBC— Maria 

32 teveriatta suffix 

33 Upbianm 

37 0*87 

38 SaoMl 
38 Chech 


42 Lab bisnoti. 


DOWN 

1 GmstorcoH 
cute 

Id 


43 S al este em 

44 Bao/a bvorite 
pfeca? 

47‘ScmalAailHar 

■tar 

48 HoPy headgear 
60 — Mttw&ud 
Si Mus*m (Saite* 
54 Rhgtete 
65 Luncheon ending 


58 A<|teen 
58 African Mapoti 

61 Jamaa Bond si a 
82 ZUdi 
S3 Ubetal, ol a 
Idnd 

GS Chet voice 
66 Action 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

I know why I'm eat>o(>6it»; My fax Bseklaa It the 
mailman; my word processor, a pencil; my computer, an 
abacus; my data bank, a cardboard box. 

9. While awaiting consignment of denim, resourceful 
designer created a whole ente new linen line. 

S. General Lea generally is pictured riding regally upon s 
young prancing steed. 

4. Very old set of colonial pewter enpa holds np ea If new. 
It's the retentlvlty of the ten tin tins. 


67 Fanner 

68 latter* 
63 Transmi 


11 Fak-haired 


3 Rm sway 

4 —Hsus, nd 

5 biAslsd, In a my 
fi BmlM 

7 Dessif transport 

6 Moment 
9 Btaddki 


12 Bab/aMta 

13 GmMngout 

14 OmcaJiiii 

15 intePMantona 

16 Stager Frankie 

17 Fadten magazine 

1BComp.pt 
28 NtOms: Bull. 

30 Huiy dong 


34 AdroaiJkan 
SQrMdrklui 

35 Nwaaaanp 
38 Whdakxm 

40 In Die pest 

41 Somegf great 
weak 

44 Junto 

45 "Kda aid— ” 

46 Alarmed an 
amide 


461 

40 Frame of* slop 

52 SpMia often 

53 Pastry products 
64 TaM 
BSwrte 

67 Plan) part 
58 Covwewttirroet 
60 Tran 

81 Moved suddenly 
64 Wktaanto 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I.LYECTKT STQJETJQ DWCJDAWT AWBJD V8D 
L9EDQ D VCJ QY C8QQCJ BSP HVT YHTD W 
CJAYTWPd DQWTP. — By Bari Ireland 


S. ST 0 OB PBIDEFtIL AS BITE QDEB SFLFR 
RFD A FT REPQFUL FU AID SPYA OPOD. 

— By Arthur a Veriest* 


SOL UTION OF LAST 
WEEK’S SUNDAY PUZZLE 


SOLUTION OF LAST WEEK'S 

diagramless PUZZLE 


6.MENNDOW BKENETCXYKOW TNOOWOH 

BKETC2B BEZB BSO WNETCKB M1TAW BTNS 
KDL YATO CNILL YNEHS. —8yiC.Doyle 



L3UUQ ULlLIUa 

a QUUQ QDUULI □ucm 

□□□□ UDUQDDijnnn 
uqqu nnn oQanon 
□tJGuncio □□qqcju 

m, D vn DI1Uaa □□□□□u 

□ □tin □□□U'0Q|J 
uuuu pnnun 
□□□a eDDDuaa noan 

□ □UQU □□LIU 
Duu UDUQ QDUQ 

acroDuu ouacjo cjuu 
P 1JOPDO DDUODQD 
0DQDQD □□□ QUUD 

□uuQLiuDaau uumnn 
ULLLDL) QUDOQ Ddduq 
□UUDU □□□□ 


4 . fiF OD8RD PNaS FLOP BOISRD BOPL 0R1 
WROUCH LN DNNX BWLWPH ANSAHPLP. OR 
81 0 H SING? _8yEd UndtUaeon 


Pandemic's progress 




Rest of 
S Americas: 
1 6% 


Europe: 

•r 

fr* 

3% 

> 

Oceania: 


1% 


O At least 23m people are infected with HIV 
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AIDS time-bomb in Russia 


spreads fear beyond borders 


By Kester Kenn 
Klomegah 


MOSCOW — Health 
experts fear an explosion in 
the number of HIV cases in 
Russia and neighbouring 
ex-Soviet republics because 
of big increases in prostitu- 
tion, sexual promiscuity 
among the young and intra- 
venous drug use. 

The number of recorded 
Russian cases of the virus 
that can lead to AIDS is lit- 
tle over 2,000. But medical 
authorities estimate the 
actual figure could be fast 
approaching 100,000, with 
predictions of up to half a 
million by the end of 1998. 

Heterosexual transmis- 
sion and drag abuse are now 
the major factors behind the 
increase. 

Up to now the presence of 
HIV has been blamed on 
foreign residents in Russia, 
especially African students; 

However, economic and 
social- changes in post- 
Communist Russia, com- 
bined with widespread 
ignorance of the dangers, 
have created fresh alarm. 

Condoms are rarely used 
by Russian prostitutes, for 
instance, and with many 
now going to work abroad, 
the fear is that instead of 
importing HIV, the country 
and its neighbours could 
soon be exporting it 

“The changes in the for- 
mer Soviet Union over the 
past years have created very 
favourable conditions (for 
the spread of the virus) as 
many women are turning to 
prostitution as a way of sur- 
viving the economic 
change," said Lev 
Khodakevicb, Ukraine rep- 
resentative of the United 
Nations agency UNAIDS. 
“The rapid rise of ... intra- 


Russians used to blame foi^nei^ for 
the AIDS virus, but they are now being 
warned that economic upheaval and 
changing social habits are fuelling a 
dramatic spread of infectioii^ And th^ire 
are even worries that the country could 
how be exporting the problem. 


>■ r-; 


venous drag use has also 
made Ukraine. Russia and 
Belarus particularly vulner- 
able." 

In Russia, the Interior 
Ministry estimates the num- 
ber of addicts injecting 
drags at two million — SO 
per cent of them males 
between the ages of 15 and 
25. 

Alex Gromyko, an adviser 
on HTV and AIDS, says 
Eastern Europe faces a cata- 
strophic surge in HIV infec- 
tion linked to shared 
syringes and unprotected 
sex. “This kind of unlimited 
sexual relations, unsafe sex, 
high prostitution, early-age 
sexual relations, is a deter- 
minant for the spread of the 
virus," he said. 

Dr. Zdenek Jezek, head of 
the UNAIDS office in 
Moscow, said: “We are 
afraid of an epidemic.” The 
difficult task now was try- 
ing to change the social 
environment. “It’s high time 
to start prevention among 
drug users because it could 
spread very quickly into the 
general population." 

To date, HTV-AIDS pre- 
vention, treatment and edu- 
cation programmes have 
been plagued by insufficient 
resources. and official 
responses have been erratic 
and — some would say — 
misdirected. 

Moscow police were 
authorised last month to 


damp on prostitution in 
preparation of the city’s 
S50th anniversary celebra- 
tions. 

Foreign students have 
been subjected to random 
HTV checks, even though 
they were required to be 
tested before starting their 
academic courses. 

The Russian duma, or 
lower house of parliament., 
voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of legislation mak- 
ing it compulsory for all 
foreigners wishing to stay 
in the country for more than 
three months to acquire 
HIV-negative certificates. 

International health 
experts criticised this ruling, 
saying it was not an effective 
control. “Experience has 
shown that such measures 
wjl] not prevent the spread 
of the HTV infection in a 
country. The future course of 
the epidemic depends on the 
level of risk behaviour in the 
population at large,” says 
UN AIDS. 

Nikolay Nedzelsky. presi- 
dent of the Names 
Foundation, a non-govern- 
mental organisation (NGO) 
working on AIDS preven- 
tion in Russia, said: “It's not 
enough just to stipulate Ieg7<. 
islation restricting people, 
but (the government must] 
allocate adequate resources 
including much money 
towards its awareness cam- 
paign." 


Coverage of HTV on state 
television has had little 
impact on the younger gen- 
eration. Most of the discus- 
sions in the media are 
couched in scientific lan- 
guage. 

Attitudes towards sex 
indicate an increasingly 
promiscuous society. The 
daily newspaper, 

Moskovsky Komsomolets, 
published a survey of 3,000 
people between the ages of 
16 and 19. Half the young 
women polled did not rule 
out having an affair with a 
married man. 27 per cent 
were willing to have several 
partners, and 22 per cent 
were prepared to have sex 
for money. 

Dr. Alexandre Fateau, a 
physician at a Moscow clin- 
ic who specialises in the 
psychological and social 
aspects of AIDS prevention, 
says three-quarters of 
teenagers are unaware that a 
condom should not be used 
more than once and many 
do not understand how sex- 
ual diseases are transmitted. 

In an effort to supplement 
government education mea- 
sures, an NGO, AIDS 
Infoshare. is providing pub- 
lic-library services with 
3, (MX) books, 60,<XX) articles 
on computer disks, a video 
library and a newsletter. 
UN AIDS has also started to 
print 500,lXX) brochures to 
explain to drug users the 
risks of HIV infection and 
sharing syringes. 

However, info rmin g drug 
users about such risks has 
been hampered in Russia by 
the lack of an outreach tra- 
dition in which social work- 
ers can seek out and advise 
them in an informal envi- 
ronment — and in which 
they need not fear arrest — 
Gemini News. 


Chemical helps green tea 
beat wine in health stakes 


WASHINGTON (R) — It may be too early for drinkers to 
rejoice over studies that show wine, especially red wine, is 
good for health. 

A study published recently finds that green tea contains 
more antioxidants credited with helping to prevent cancer, 
heart disease and other illnesses. 

Lester Mitscher of the University of Kansas and col- 
leagues said they found that green tea contains high levels 
of Epigallocatechin Gallate, or EGCG. 

EGCG was twice as powerful as Resveratrol, found in red 
wine, Dr. Mitscher told a meeting of the American 
Chemical Society in Las Vegas. They said tests on live cells 
showed it was much more effective than Vitamins C and E 
at protecting cells from damage. 

“I’m not making any claims, but, used in Conjunction 
with a healthfril diet and exercise programme, it's like an 
insurance policy. It increases your odds of avoiding or post- 
poning diseases associated with free radicals," Dr. Mitscher 
said in a statement. 

Scientists believe antioxidants such as Vitamins A and E 
and plant molecules such as flavonoids prevent the cellular 
damage that leads to disease by reacting with and neutralis- 
ing free radicals — electrically charged molecules — in the 
body. 

Other types of tea also contain antioxidants, but at lower 
levels. Dr. Mitscher, who was working with a grant from a 
company that makes green tea supplements, said. 

There are various other chemicals iu plant-derived food 
that affect health. At least one study has shown that moder- 
ate intake of any kind of alcohol at all, not just red wine, 
can reduce the risk of heart disease. 

Dr. Mitscher used a strain of bacteria that is prone to 
genetic mutations and tested a variety of antioxidants in 


them, including Vitamins E and C. EGCG. and the common 
preservatives BHA and BHT. 

“U gives us for the first time a side-by-side comparison of 
just how powerful these things are,” Dr. Mitscher said in a 
telephone interview. 

“We have not done any animal studies because the litera- 
ture is already well provided with that," he added, referring 
to studies showing that people in China and Japan who 
drink large amounts of green tea may be less prone to can- 
cer and heart disease than those who do not. 
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The tribe that finally hit the jackpot 


By David Spanier 

WE ALL thought we had 
heard the last of the 
Mohicans, but the famous 
Indian tribe is riding the 
range again. Today the 
Mohicans, reborn, have 
found a new vocation. 

Instead of tracking 
wolves in the greenwoods 
of Connecticut, the braves 
are scalping the palefaces 
| across the green baize — 
5 to the tune of SlOOm 
profit a year. It is a suc- 
■ cess story as unexpected 
S' as it is romantic. 

“Before the night has 
come, have I lived to see 
the last warrior of the 
wise race of the Mohi- 
cans," lamented James 
Fenimore Cooper in his 
stirring story of 1826. 
This fine phrase, which 
passed into modern folk- 
lore, no longer holds true. 

Before the night has 
come, a thousand twin- 
Htkling lights will be 
^gleaming around the 
r dome of the tribe's hi- 
tech casino. They shine 
down on thousands of 

tense, eager faces along 
the rows of slot machines 
and blackjack tables. 

For the Mobegans 
(modem spelling) are 
alive and well and run- 
ning their own casino. 
The Mohegan Sun, 
buzzing with excited 

gamblers, old and young, 
is only two hours 20 min- 
utes’ drive from New 
York. It is attracting 
between 20,000 and 

25,000 visitors a day and 
^expanding fast. 

' In its first year of opera- 
tion since opening last 
October, the casino's 

gross revenue is likely ro 
reach S3 50m (estimates 
vary). "That yields a 30 
per cent profit, but we 
hope to raise the figure to 
32 per cent or 33 per cent 
next year,” says executive 
vice president Bill Velar- 
do. Financial backing has 
come from a surprising 
source, Sol Kerzner, cre- 
ator of Sun City in South 
Africa. 

Kerzner, now out of 
South Africa, is a contro- 
versial figure. “All work 
and a lot of play makes 
money,” is his motto. His 
group runs several tropi- 
cal resorts, notably Par- 
adise Island in the 
\ Bahamas, which was for 
i years a dead end. His aim 
is to “blow away the cus- 
tomer" — dazzle him 
with entertainment value. 



On the strength of a 
handshake with the tribal 
leader, a partnership 
called Trading Cove 
Associates was set up to 
develop and manage the 
casino, and Kerzner put 
his “can do” policy into 
high gear. He helped the 
tribe float a $175m bond 
on Wall Street, and pro- 
vided £90m in investment 
and $40 in equipment 
financing. The Mohegan 
Sun was up and running 
within a year of construc- 
tion. 

In return. Sun 
International Hotels 
receives a 40 per cent 
share of the profits over 
the next seven years. This 
might seem a large chunk, 
but the tribal leadership is 
content. “If they’re get- 
ting $40 0m, that means 
we are making a billion," 
says tribal chairman, 
Roland Harris. 

Kerzner was finally 
granted a gaming licence 
in Connecticut in July 
1996. The casino opened 
three months later. 

A huge white dome, like 
a gigantic flying saucer, 
the building was formerly 
a factory for nuclear reac- 
tor components. Hidden 
below the main highway, 
the casino sits astride the 
reservation in a green val- 
ley overlooking the 
Thames River. It is big — 

60,000 square feet with 
2,700 slot machines and 
180 gaming tables. 

Built to a circular (wig- 
wam) design, the casino 
has a woodsy, outdoors 
feel about it, thanks to 
decorative use of timber 
and water and Indian 
motifs. The gambling 
floor is divided into four 
sections portraying 
spring, summer, autumn 
and winter, highlighting 
seasonal changes in 
Mohegan life. The whole 
structure, in the architect 
David Rockwell’s formu- 
la, strives to combine 
nature with theatricality. 
One aspect of this is slot- 
machine games with 
names such as Cash 
Canoe and Mohegan 
Money Tree. 

How does the remnant 
of a small tribe, long lan- 
guishing in the back- 
woods of Connecticut, set 
about operating a modern 
casino? Answer: By join- 
ing forces with the pale- 
face invaders. Top man- 
agement has been hired 
from the American gam- 
ing industry. 


As often happens with 
economic success, some 
opposition has been 
aroused. But the strength 
of feelings is less in the 
local community — the 

5,000 full-time jobs in the 
enterprise were applied 
for many times over — 
than among the Mohe- 
gans’ native American 
rivals, the Mashantucket 
Pequot. Ten miles down 
the road in the green- 
woods lies the reservation 
of the Pequot tribe, the 
fox people. Foxwoods has 
established itself as the 
biggest and most prof- 
itable casino resort in the 
United States. Relations 
between the two tribes, in 
diplomatic parlance, are 
correct rather than cor- 
dial. 

Their rivalry goes back 
a long way. The early 
Mohicans, known as the 
wolf people, attracted by 
the hunting and shellfish 
along the coast, became 
known as “invaders" to 
other tribes. But the Eng- 
lish invasion was far 
more threatening. The pil- 
grims’ ship was described 
as an animal with wings 
— “when it spoke it made 
a noise like thunder and 
smoke and fire came out 
of its mouth and it' would 
swallow all the Indians 
up." 

Around 1635, in the 
quarrel between the tribes 
over whether to resist or 
placate the European 
invaders, the Mohicans 
and the Pequots splir. 
Uncas, leader of the 
Mohicans, sought to 
cooperate with the 
colonists and managed to 
preserve a measure of 
independence for his own 
people. The Pequots were 
massacred. 

Now their tribal rivalry 
is being played out in a 
new form, in casino gam- 
bling. Foxwoods has 
proved such a gigantic 
success that it is outper- 
forming even the glitzy 
palaces of Las Vegas. In 
comparison, the Mohegan 
Sun is a mere cub. “We 
think the two properties 
will support each other," 
says Velardo. “There is 
room for both of us to 
grow.” 

It is odd to find two 
such glittery money-mak- 
ing enterprises almost 
side by side, dividing the 
same rural patch of south- 
eastern Connecticut 
Their success is founded 
on a simple fact of geog- 


raphy: 22 million people 
live within a radius of 150 
miles. 

Where do the Mohegans 
go from here? A mile out- 
side the casino, on a little 
hill, stands the tribal 
museum. This is no more 
than a wooden hut but an 
extraordinary place, not 
least for the presence of 
Gladys Tantaquideon, a 
sprightly 98-year-old. She 


is described as the tribe’s 
medicine woman, a living 
repository of wisdom and 
tradition. She greets visi- 
tors to the museum, 
which is a jumble of 
mementoes, documents, 
old photos, feathers, tom- 
ahawks, utensils and 
many other curiosities, 
every day. 

“This is home,” says 
Jane Fawcett, simply but 


with great feeling. As 
vice-chairperson of the 
tribal council, she has 
lived in the house next 
door all her life. She is far 
more involved with the 
culture of the Mohegans 
than the operation of the 
casino, though it is the 
latter that funds the 
health, education and 
welfare of her people. 

Gladys Tantaquideon 


knows how to make a cor- 
dial from forest herbs and 
is wise in many precepts 
of nature, such as that 
when dogwoods blooms it 
is time to fish for shad. 
But her importance to the 
tribe is far greater than 
merely recalling folklore. 
Her collection of docu- 
ments and records, 
including hundreds of 
postcards from Mohegan 


people, played a decisive 
role in establishing the 
continuity of the tribe, in 
securing federal recogni- 
tion in 1994. 

The Mohicans are here 
to stay. 


The Independent 


Netanyahu vows to boost settlements; 
EVA cracks down on Hamas 


Crown Prince says Jordan made major 
strides towards global integration 


(Continued from page I) 

sector Prince Hassan said: 
“We have started privatising 
-state-owned enterprises 
p through a process that will 
increase their value to society 
and replacing public monop- 
olies with private monopo- 
lies," adding that privatisa- 
tion can succeed if enterpris- 
es operate on a commercial 
baas in a competitive envi- 
ronment. 

Referring to aviation and its 
importance to the economy. 
Prince Hassan said the “glob- 
al trend towards privatisation 
will inevitably include sec- 
tors like aviation, which is an 
area where services need to 
be managed within die global 
system.” 

| Stating Jordan’s objectives 
' in this endeavour, Prince 
Hassan said: “Our economic 
policy aims at creating a 
dynamic market in which the 
role of the government is 
restricted to that of a catalyst. 
The government and the pri- 


vate sector must build a part- 
nership based on mutual 
trust, and nourished through 
continued dialogue and inter- 
action.” 

He said: “We believe that 
partnership with the private 
sector will lead to a sustain- 
able economic development 
process. Our goal is to ensure 
that this process will reflect 
on all segments of society 
and improve the quality of 
life for all, for human dignity 
and the well-being of people 
is the objective of develop- 
ment.” 

Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Bassam 
Saket addressed the meeting 
echoing the Crown Prince’s 
words that the government 
was seeking to liberalise the 
national economy and noting 
that through refonns and 
sound policies Jordan has 
succeeded in achieving 6.5 
per cent economic growth in 
terms of the gross domestic 
product over the past three 
years and reduced its external 


debts from 191 per cent in 
1990 to less than 90 per cent 
within five years. 

Referring to the transport 
sector in Jordan, the minister 
said the government is giving 
it due attention in view of its 
vital importance to the econ- 
omy noting that the govern- 
ment was embarking on 
expanding roads, railways, 
airports and seaports and 
above all it is modernising 
laws governing this vital sec- 
tor. 

More than 150 delegates 
representing 25 Arab and for- 
eign countries are taking part 
in the meeting and discussing 
issues pertaining to aviation 
infrastructure, legal, financial 
and other issues related to air 
navigation, trade relations 
and airport services among 
others. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal and senior officials 
were present at the opening 
session. 


Arab League meeting achieved 
Arab consensus — Tarawneh 


Easing Libya ban weakens 
U.N. on Israel — Cook 


(Continued from page 1) 

to the Arab World but 
oppressed the Arab concern 
over the military exercises 
Turkey plans to hold with 
Israel and the United Stares. 

Dr. Tarawneh met Tuesday 
evening with Israel’s Foreign 
Mi n i st er David Levy and 
reviewed with him die peace 
Process in light of Mis. 
Aflsight’s recent visit to die 


Middle East He also voiced 
Jordan’s condemnation of 
this week’s shooting of two 
Israeli staff members in 
Amman. 

Dr. Tarawneh reiterated 
Jordan’s keenness to see 
Israel resuming its peace 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians, the Lebanese and the 
Syrians and demanded that 
Israel lift its restrictions and 
other measures imposed on 


the Palestinian people and 
implement the Oslo accord 
so that final status negotia- 
tions could stan. 

Dr. Tarawneh also stressed 
that the success of the Doha 
conference depends on the 
improvement of the political 
atmosphere in the Middle 
East and progress in the 
peace process. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Islamist leaders “lied about 
where the bombers came 
from," he said. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim 
declined to comment on the 
resignation report and it 
was not known if Mr. 
Arafat had accepted his 
offer. 

But Mr. Abdul Rahim 
told AFP that Mr. Arafat 
announced at their meeting 
Tuesday night that if the 
suicide bombers were 
Hamas members from 
inside PNA areas, “the 
[Palestinian National] 
Authority will take all nec- 
essary measures to fight the 
terrorists.’’ 

At Israel’s request, senior 
Israeli and Palestinian 
security officials and a rep- 
resentative of the CIA met 
overnight in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah to dis- 
cuss action against Hamas. 

Israeli security officials 
said they had handed their 
Palestinian counterparts an 
updared list of Palestinians 
they want detained for 
involvement in organising 
terrorist attacks. 

They said that although 
four of the five suicide 
bombers had been identi- 
fied, the support networks 
and leaders behind them 
remained intact and were 


plotting further attacks 
from areas under PNA con- 
trol. 

The breakthrough in the 
bombing investigation 
coincided with the start of 
separate talks in Washing- 
ton between U.S. mediators 
and Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators. 

The talks are to set the 
stage for a three-way meet- 
ing next week between 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy and Mahmoud Abbas 
— the highest level con- 
tacts between the two sides 
since the Jerusalem bomb- 
ings. 

Meanwhile, Israel 

Wednesday let an addition- 
al 4,000 Palestinian work- 
ers into the country in a fur- 
ther easing of sanctions 
imposed over a pair of sui- 
cide bombings blamed on 
Palestinian radicals, the 
army said. 

Of the 4,000, half live in 
the Gaza Strip and half in 
the West Bank, an army 
spokesman said 

The move raises to more 
than 17,000 the number of 
Palestinians allowed into 
Israel to work, he added. 
Israel also raised the num- 
ber of traders allowed in by 

1.000 to 5,000. 


(Continued from page 1) 

would only implement 
any easing with the per- 
mission of the Security 
Council. 

League Secretary-Gen- 
eral Esmat Abdul 
Meghuid said in Cairo 
that, since the ban was 
imposed by the council, 
Arab states would 
approach it with a unified 
stand for the United 
Nations to take measures 
to ease the embargo. 

Responding to a ques- 
tion about Arab anger at 
Britain’s reaction to the 
original league decision, 
Mr. Cook said the “frus- 
tration is entirely on our 
side." 

“What happened on the 
Pan Am jet was an act of 
mass murder," he said. 

“We have produced a 


(Continued from page 1) 

“The Middle East crisis 
is continuing and it will 
be very difficult to over- 
come, largely I think 
because of Israel’s uncon- 
structive position," Mr. 
Yeltsin told a group of 
reporters after talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

“The United States has 
some influence on Israel 
and should work here 


very detailed charge 
sheet which makes it 
plain why the two named 
individuals there have a 
case to answer and 
should face trial in court 
for that act of mass mur- 
der.” 

If anyone had a right to 
express frustration it was 
the British authorities, 
“who are unable to pro- 
ceed with that trial 
because of the persistent 
refusal of the Libyan 
authorities to hand over 
the two accused men to 
stand trial," he said. 

Referring to alternative 
trial venues suggested by 
Arab, African and non- 
aligned coutries, the for- 
eign secretary said: 
“There is ... no way in 
which a case could be 
heard outside Scotland 
under Scottish law. There 


more actively although 
we too should do more in 
this direction," he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin rejected alle- 
gations by some.. Israeli 
politicians that Palestin- 
ian President Yasser 
Arafat was tb blame for 
recent bomb attacks in 
Israel which have deep- 
ened the crisis. 

“One should not blame 
Mr. Arafat today for ter- 
rorist acts, rhat’s not seri- 
ous,” he said. 


is no provision in Scot- 
tish law for a Scottish 
court to sit outside Scot- 
tish jurisdiction. Nor 
could we possibly take a 
Scottish jury to sit in a 
third country." 

Mr. Cook expressed 
confidence that as fair a 
trial could be provided in 
Scotland as anywhere 
else in the world, saying 
Libyan and international 
observers could be pre- 
sent at all stages of conrt 
proceedings. 

“It is now up to the 
Libyan authorities to 
carry out what is plainly 
their duty as a member of 
the international commu- 
nity," he added. 


He said that, as a co- 
sponsor, he supported the 
principle of negotiations 
based on a “land-for- 
peace" formula and that 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak had told him he 
wanted more Russian 
involvement in the peace 
process. “He told me he 
does not feel our presence 
as a co-sponsor,” Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 
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Russia opposes ‘monopoly’ on Mideast 
peacemaking, slams Israel on deadlock 
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Corruption ‘significant impediment 9 
to development, World Bank says 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Corruption is a “significant 
impediment” to growth in 
developing countries that 
drives away investors and 
forces the poor to pay the 
highest price, the World 
Bank said here Wednesday. 

“A growing body of evi- 
dence ... shows corruption 
in developing countries is 
indeed a significant impedi- 
ment, both to private invest- 
ment and to the way in 
which the lives of ordinary 
people are affected,** said 
Masood Ahmad, director of 
Poverty Reduction and 
Economic Management. 

A World Bank survey of 
3,500 firms in 70 develop- 
ing countries found the 
leading obstacle to their 
investing more was corrup- 
tion because of the cost and 
uncertainty about being 
able to operate freely, he 
said. 

But there was a much 
higher social cost, Mr. 
Ahmad told a news confer- 
ence on the sidelines of 
annual meetings here of the 
World Bank and 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

‘It is the poor who pay 
the greatest price for cor- 
ruption (as) they are most 
likely to be affected by it,” 
Mr. Ahmad told the confer- 
ence coinciding with the 
release of a World bank 
report — “Helping Coun- 
tries Combat Corruption.” 

Just to get medicine could 
involve not only the official 
fee but all kinds of addi- 
tional bribes that the poor 
could UI afford. “Ordinary 
people's lives are blighted 
by corruption,” he said. 

Mr. Ahmad said develop- 
ment assistance bodies such 


as the World Bank found 
they “needed to take a more 
proactive role in raising this 
issue because it was erod- 
ing the social consensus for 
continuing to have conces- 
sional assistance ” 

A large part of develop- 
ment assistance got 
syphoned off by corruption 
and those in developed 
countries did not want to 
provide additional funding, 
Mr. Ahmad said. 

The World Bank, by tak- 
ing up corruption, allowed 
the international communi- 
ty to deal with an issue that 
could not be dealt with 
bilaterally, he said. 

■ To address the problem, 
the World Bank last year 
began gathering evidence in 
an attempt to see what it 
could do about corruption. 

Mr. Ahmad said the bank 
wanted to ensure it did what 
it could to keep its own pro- 
jects free of corruption, and 
help countries wanting to 
tackle graft by providing 
advice. 

“Half a dozen countries 
have already asked for this 
kind of help from us and I 
expect this number to 
grow,” Mr. Ahmad said. 

He said the bank also 
. wanted to be “much more 
■ explicit in sending a mes- 
sage.” 

That message was: “The 
existence of corruption and 
the way in which govern- 
ments handle that problem 
will be one explicit factor in 
defining how much and 
what kind of support we 
provide finanancially a par- 
ticular country, to a particu- 1 
lar sector of the country.” 

“We’re not making this a 
special issue,” Mr. Ahmad 
said, “but we're going to 


treat corruption just like 
any other impediment to 
development effectiveness, 
like bad roads, or poor poli- 
cies, or weak infrastruc- 
ture.” 

The bank was not doing 
business in Nigeria and 
Zaire, he said, and it recent- 
ly pulled the plug on a $70 
million loan to Kenya. 

“We suspended disburse- 
ment on a project in the 
energy sector simply 
because we could not be 
satisfied that those funds 
would be used for the pur- 
poses to for which they had 
been intended,” he said 

Mr. Ahmad said die bank 
further wanted to raise its 
own voice in support of 
international issues relating 
to corruption. 

“This is an issue not con- 
fined to developing coun- 
tries — nobody has a 
monopoly on corruption,” 
the director said. 

He said that in many 
countries in the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooper- 
ation and Development 
(OECD) it was not only 
legal to pay bribes to get 
contracts in other countries, 
it was also tax deductible. 

“There is now a method 
under way within the 
OECD to try to change this, 
to criminalise cross border 
bribery” he said. 

Within this context , an 
aggressive battle plan 
against corruption won 
broad support at tbe World 
Bank and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF; 
annual meetings in Hong 
Kong, even though poorer 
nations felt somewhat 
slurred by the tough calk. 

Concern about poor gov- 
ernance has already led to a 


suspension of aid to Kenya, 
and World Bank President 
Fun Wolfensohn made it 
painfully clear in his 
keynote address Monday 
that further aid suspensions 
were possible. 

“My bottom line on cor- 
ruption is simple: If a gov- 
ernment is unwilling to take 
action despite the fact that 
the country’s development 
objectives are undermined 
by corruption, then the 
bank group must curtail its 
level of support to that 
country ,’’ he said. 

But delegates from poor 
countries pounding Hong 
Kong’s glitzy hallways in 
search of financial aid felt 
somewhat maligned by the 
tough talk, which they said 
aggravated existing sensi- 
tivities. 

“We completely agree 
that it is a concern but it 
must not be a condition for 
credit,” Ahmadou Mayaki, 
economy minister for 
African State of Niger, said. 

“The problem of corrup- 
tion is hot just a problem in 
die developing world. The 
most shameful scandals are 
found in Western countries. 
They are in a bad position 
to teach us any lessons he 
said. 

His views were echoed by 
most delegates from poorer 
countries. 

‘It’s an issue only in that 
smaller, poorer countries 
receive donor aid. The 
poorer nations don't have a 
monopoly on corruption.” 
said a delegate from Buriti- 
no Faso, which has pleaded 
successfully for debt-relief 
under a new programme. 
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Guinness By Zunwt Co. 


ABU SHAKRA 

INTRODUCES THE NEW FRAGRANCE 
GALA DE DIA 
FROM 
LOEWE 

Mr. Rami Abu Shakra. tbe General Manager of Abu Shakra 
Trading Agency, announced the launching of the new 
women's perfume GALA DE DIA from LOEWE during a press 
conference held at the Jordan Incer.Continental Hotel in the 
presence of the Export Manager of LOEWE Mr. Lois 
Gasset. 

Perfumes Loewe has wanted to meet the need for a different 
way of feeling, directed at the "New Freshness" and has 
created GALA DE DIA. a fresh, sophisticated, exclusive 
fragrance, which is both persistent as well as long-lasting. 
It is intended for a young woman, sure of herself and with 
her own. very feminine style. 

GALA DE DIA is a unique and very valuable bottle, whose 
colours and transparencies transmit the sensations of 
freshness, exclusiveness, Lavishness and sophistication of 
this new fragrance. 

In a word, LOEWE has created a fragrance which, through 
all of its elements, responds to the demands of today's 
woman. 

GALA DE DIA is available at all eight Abu Shakra's 
showrooms. 
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HOROSCOPE 


A 


By Linda G Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. . 
FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1997 


ARIES: 

(March 21to April 19) You’re in fora confrontation today: 
Year partner will probably win, to. Instead of being upset, 
be glad. If your rdkidnstip’sgood, you’ll benefit. If it’s not, 
you’ll find ouLJust don't get talked into gambling with the 
grocery money: Let’yonr sweetheart spend his or her own! 


, : TAURUS: 

(April 20 *o Maiy 20)"You re inundated with paperwork. 
Besides, there's. so rnuch talking going on you can barely 
CCHK»ntratE. Wlmt fo do?'Well, you might try to get one of 
the others toMtp, Don't gist into one of those moods where 
you wori't speak roanyone. That'll just make it worse. 


GEMINI: 


but 


you’ll sotitLbawe all . the details worked out. If you can't 


on the phone a lot Just kidding. Don’t lose your job over 
this; thercTI be rune enough for love tonight 


\ MOON CHILDREN: 

(June:22 to July 21) There’s plenty to keep you busy at 
home tonight. You may be initially overwhelmed by the task 
at hand. Instead of jetting depressed, get help! Everybody 
has sligfrfiy different talents, right! The very tiling you think 
is-haid will be e^y for sotodxxiy else. Find that person. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’re sharp as a tack today. 
Ask questions andyouTl get some very interesting answers 
Your field of study . should include finances. There’s a way 
to bring nwremon^ inm your account audit's withm_your 
reach. All you need arerifew more dolls. Start getting them. 


"VIRGO: V"-' 

(August 22 to September 22) This day could turn out better 
tiun you tirink. Ifsmp to you, really. The good news is 
there’s money .coming in. The bad news is that you’re in the 
mood tb. spend it You can be so good about sticking to a 
budget sometimes. Don’t blow it afl os it frivolous whim. 


LIBRA: 

(September23 to October 22) You are awesome today! You 
set an exampfcfbr the others. Tiy to be humble. Also, finis h 
up old business that’s been bugging you. It'll be much easi- 
er today. Ih faa;:the part you didn’t understand may seem 


try ■ . SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to.Nbvember 21) Keep a low profile. There's 
almost tbomuch going onbdrind the. scenes.Theothers are 
fikely to. btow'ypar cover (hi the other hand^yOu're finding 


out lots of thin gs you’vebeen wondering about-You’D have 
your chance to move on Friday. Meanwhile, gather data. 


SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) It’ll be hard to get any work 
done. Everybody you know is in the mobd to party! Hold a 
celebration to the* new moon to night: You can stumble 
around in the dark, hying to find^ach other Just kidding. 
A^Matty, you’re being enlightene d bn a variety of topics. 
Enjoy.; .'.I •. / .'•/ .-v - - 


i.CAPiMCQRN:. y\ : -J. V 

(December 22 to Jannaiy.20) Afl older person you know is 


in a magnanimous mood/ff you want something, just asfc 
' ill has 


The trid^ partds tiEt youTi havetoask veiymcdy.And 
.you’ll haye to praent the question in such a way, that the 


answtrispbvious" If yew give options, youTl nevergefa 
decision. J - j* . ' f X > .y ' : . f . : . s L • ' '• . 1 ' .. 


‘ AQUARIUS: . ' 

(January21 to ' February J9) This would be an absohitely 
’ oyeflops" day, fexce^ for 0115 .ljtde tiring. You can imagine 
all kipid^of wonderful ad ventures, but you can’t quite start 
pn them yet That’s OKI Get heavily into the planning and 
ihe reality will entegenatorallyi in due time: . 

PISCES: 

(Februaiy20 foMarcb 20) Your attention’s on money, or it 
isbonld btHowmudi do you have, how much do you need. 


but they’re not A clerical person can make inroads where 
yotr can’L The iiHtoey’s. there, if yon ask for it right 

V -■ ^ 


HOROSCOPE 


By Undo. C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1997 


ARIES: 

(March 21 to April 19) You do best in partnership wife a 
person who is much different from you. You’re very pow- 
erful and dynamic. Pick somebody who calms you down 
and gentles you out It’s also helpful to be with a person 
who can get you to think about the possible consequences 
before you act 


TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20) People are into sharing ideas today, 
and talking about each one at great length. For you, that's 
boring. Try not to get too impatient. Don’t justsit time 'and 
listen. Put in your two cent's worth. Otherwise, they’ll talk 
all day and half the night! 

GEM3NL (May 21 to June 21 ) There is an excellent chance 
you'll have a very romantic evening. When you're in love, 
you act like a little kid. That’s one of your most endearing 
qualities. Today, that characteristic is even more noticeable. 
You’D be fine, if you don’t get to giggling! 


MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 21) Libra- is tbe best at interior decorating 
If you've been thinking about doing some of dial, start later 
on this evening The middle of the day is best for planning. 
First, figure out roughly what you have in mind. Tonight, go 
out shopping for the tilings you’D need 
LEO: 

(July 22 to August 21) It's very easy for you to leam new 
material now. You may get so good at tbe topic you’re 
studying, you’D be catied upon to teach the others. If you 
have tiie opportunity to work with an expert in your field, 
grab it Polish these hew skills. Yew may need them very 
soon. ■ 


VIRGO: 

(August 22 to September 22) It’s a great day to go shopping 
for pretty tilings. If you do this once a year, you consider 
yourself extravagant ActnaOy. you should be doing it at 
least cwceampnikSci^ and buyy our- 

self a special treat Ifsytiur reward for being so good late- 
ly-' . ■ ' v. ■' 


LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) You have the confidence to 
do whatever you've been fh miring about Start by going to 
lunch with your closest friends. Later tonight, push hard to 
accomplish your goals. Tbere are several iinpdrtant ones 
that pertain to your private life. You are destined to succeed 


- . - SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 2i) You’D be decisive and forth- 
right this mo rning . Later in the day. the agehda_might not 
go exactly the way you had planned.That’s OK. It's actu- 
ally better for you to do what another person wants this 
afternoon. It wifl save the time y ouM waste arguing about 
it ... '.. ’ - 


SAGITTARIUS: ; 


an 


older person in the morning. By this evening, you should 
jpetty well have that resolved. Tomorrow you’ll be getting 
along just fine. -You'D both have to give tittle. Ask an 
rtojo^vefBeodtoactffimedi^of. - ' ' ‘ 


CAPRICORN: 


to start new projects. Don't do much of anything during the; 
middle of the day. This evening, an older person will want 
toteD you what to do tonighL He or she is also lecturing on 
firings you don’t care abouL Listen. You’D leam a 


AQUARIUS: V 

(January 21 to February ! 9) F6r most of the day, you’D be 
struggling with perfection. It’s easier said than done! Go' 
ova- your work again, two or three times- If you catch tiie 
mistakes now, yew won’t have to deal with them later. That 


concept could save you time, money and e rnharras stnent 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Do die work eariy so; 
you’U see the results late: For example, you need to have a 
nice nest egg in your savings account Did you know thatif 
you put $2,000 into a retirement account when you're 29,. 
you’D have hundreds of thousands of dollars by the time 1 
you retire? Go for it - 


THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 Fatty tissue 
5 Individual 
member of a 
done 

10 Nap 

14 Nevada dty 

1 5 Wipe out 

16 Redact 

17 the valley 
of...” 

18 Indian 
instrument 

19 California dty 

20 With 38A, a 
Pope quote 

23 Author of 
“Fables in 
Slang" 

24 Fairway 
amusement 

27 Wig 

31 Crucial 

35 Coeur cT — , 
Idaho 

36 Hack 

37 Pinch 

38 See20A 

42 Start ot gram or 
glottis 

43 Norwegian 
navigator 

44 Chop finely 

45 Gave what is 
due 

48 Roams far and 
wide 

49 Transaction 

50 Entreat 

51 Dante work 
(with The") 

59 Starch source 

62 Certain Asian 

63 Water 

64 Medicinal plant 

65 Musical piece 

66 Long tooth 

67 Networks 

66 Related 

maternally 

59 Isles 


DOWN 

1 Material used in 
making glass 

2 TV host 

3 Before; pref. 

4 Rude person 


by Metvin Kenworthy 

5 Live 

6 Come up 

7 Sch. subj. 

8 Jacob’s twin 

9 Semester 

10 He’s a menace 

11 Harem room 

12 Kind of code 

13 Timetable abbr. 

21 Gardener at 
times 

22 “Exodus" hero 

25 Having a meai 

26 Manifest 

27 Father, in 
England 

28 Ran away 

29 Purify 

30 Numero — 

31 Author of many 
psalms 

32 CEO 

33 0 — 

34 Fencing swords 
36 Radial 

39 Teut 

40 Adult insect 

41 Coqau — 

46 Pedestal 

sections 
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47 Yalie 

48 Relate in detail 
50 Stephen 

Vincent — 

52 Twining plant 

53 Kind of horse or 
curtain 

54 Nursemaid 


55 -—Hart 

56 Distant starter 

57 Do housework 

58 Tibetan beasts 
of burden 

59 Adage 

60 Stein fitter 

61 Sailor 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Bad table manners aren’t my fault— 
my mother burped me until 
I was thirteen!" 


THAT SORAMBLED WORD GAME 

I® by Henri Arnold and MDw Argirfan 


Unscramble Ihese tour Jumbles, 
one letter 10 each square, to term 
tour ortfnary words. 


c 

EXVIN 

□ 



u 

u 

• 

T’ISW 




NEUSE 


LU 

■ 

m 


VEL 

MAR 

11 

■ 

■i 


I] 


a 

m 

• 




■1 


Betti. I won't IW ra pnto Cfr 
baabtetiiTOw _ 

°°/o „ 



WHAT HE E-NPS? 
UP WITH WHEN HE 
BROKE AN ANKLE 
BEFORE THE CANCE 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as ?U0- 
g estfid by the above cartoon. 


— '’-■"“mrn- mrm J 

(Answers tomtu't*) 

Saturday's 


Jumbles: CROWN ERASE MODISH DURESS ; 
Answer: what he ate when his die! failed - 
HIS WORDS 



cjitess 


rf 


, h^pitaN m*«J 


f'i’S-jiiu- sp-dri** 
t,X|Wrt 


• : . 170 & 

; Hrs 

; .. r > 

.* r.Vf * 

. • ^tv.wr 
‘ "Vjr 


t. 


• ‘ |h 
■ • 

f-.T 

, ^ TAlC- « 

j:x:ny t tm 
... tit 

i. ■ ■*.; - *5 

-!"Ul Ajfi 


’he pfi 

:L -..-!cf fnw» 
. : ‘liJ/fU 

: .rrcifci^ 

fi'ni 

■%. )'jH»rtl 


finish businessmen 


|»ci!in visit tod^> 


• • -r.!« ■r„::.hcr. 

. .< :i: 

r ".Ijfs 'r.wi*. Sr pi 
. . ;■ v, 1 i ;i» -tiitt ir 
' '■ *•’ -■'’t.ra.Ttc 1 . 



.'..'JkLJ'.RJ 

*f a Ur* 

1 

y>: j : 

LRS 

* ‘ 

T he Business of 

_ to; 

Currencies & Cro« ft* 


USD ! DEM 

i *** J 


. 1 7740 

aeifl ; 1 


C 5637 ! 

| * 

r:e- 5 

1 6:02 . 2U7] 

z 

r " 

o.caw ; i2t.4» 

0 42» j 


- S3S3 1 474 3 

e*t» t„ 

-2eaar 

0.7KW • 1477J 

q mm ‘ t 

.:a 

s OCbfi 1 02*2 

0 ms 0 


MC4 69 7# 1 0 JIM T 


i J S77 0 2973 

0 TWO 24 




< 4!»55 



















' r 1997 


>PE 


Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Thursday- Friday, September 25-26, 1997 9 




Wnp . | 

8 W Vcr, rj' ^ : 

r: A ’ : 

*nh j , 


■ ; 

x 1 

Ihorj - i i 

f, the.'" ^ ' 
* “ '*-£ . 


^w'rc is ;^; 

ore la*; _j-j l’T • 


ttenoc Jcc..r.. 
a&tfifcK. si.-*:, 
sited ^..'t 
Mwd. lunj-.s'-"': 


Sir s«j in i»t J:: . 

mte 

(M*«h<rr !• 

BK5S." 


ijkk W..H-.. 
tttJd he J. srj 

Mm fen'll*: 


f ll M tt'ftt UK!;.*;:.. 


fS#<tecw>c .ur : 


ilWx I >K !’. J.. 
be* pc*** to.u - 
|«4M£T injUtT-i ..'« 


timllwt 
P*W W»! 
bou U 


aipttirt-. 
«•» ■' 


**»*■' ■ 
spitfe*- - 

- 

p***^ ■ 

R&m r - 


8y Gia^rr-:?' 
' + * ■■ »- - 

c:^ 

*\y* 


iiwi ?■ 
i#P*«S rrv 
f«lSS^ ? 


^ review of news from i£e (Arabic press 


Private hospitals need 
administrative specialists, 
medical technology experts 

** THE HIGH price of medicines and 
expensive medical treatment at private hos- 
pitals are considered to be the big problem 
for the people and the hospitals as well. 
Mahmoud AJ Taher, the president of the Pri- 
vate Hospitals’ Society, said in an interview. 
He attributed that to the most advanced 
technological equipment found at the pri- 
vate hospitals. 

‘The cost of the equipment and the contin- 
ued need to maintain them reflect on the 
cost of treatment.’ * Dr. Taher said noting that 
most of the medical supplies are imported. 
The president of the society called for rais- 
ing the efficiency of bed occupancy rates at 
private hospitals as such a rate at present 
averages about 60 per cent. “By raising the 
rate to SO per cent, the sector will be given 
added support and will save the cost of 
building and equipping a new hospital with 
an 800- bed capacity," Dr. Taher said. 

He continued by pointing out that despite 
the tremendous efforts exerted by the pri- 
vate hospital to serve Jordan and boost the 
Kingdom’s international image in the med- 
ical sphere, the private hospitals suffer from 
a major lack of administrative experience. 
He specifically mentioned hospital adminis- 
tration and planning of medical budgets. 

Dr. Taher concluded by highlighting also 
the need for Jordanian expertise in medical 
technology as there are very few persons 
who qualify as such ( A1 .Arab AJ Yawm). 

British businessmen 
begin visit today 

** THE BIRMINGHAM Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry will lead a mission of 
British businessmen to Jordan from SepL 25 
to Sept. 30. The group will include senior 
representatives from five companies spe- 
cialised in the manufacturing of water 


meters, equipment for handling and packag- 
ing of solid material, electric installation 
equipment, swimming pool equipment, as 
well as a company specialised in designing, 
operating and maintaining infrastructure 
activities in various fields. 

Members of the mission will hold working 
meetings with Jordanian businessmen as 
well as visits to Amman Industrial Estate in 
Sahab and the Investment Promotion Cor- 
poration. 

This is the second British trade mission to 
visit Amman this month, the first was 
organised by the Welsh Office and Included 
representatives from seven British compa- 
nies. The Commercial Section at the British 
embassy is currently busy preparing for a 
larger mission that will be led by the British 
minister of construction early next month. 

Italian Trade Commission 
selects eight Jordanians 
for training course 

** THE ITALIAN Trade Commission, under 
the patronage of the Italian embassy and in 
cooperation with Jordan Export Development 
and Commercial Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO) has selected eight Jordanians to 
attend a training course in Italy ,on manage- 
ment, international marketing and export pro- 
motion. 

The aim of the course, which will also be 
attended by seven Palestinians and nine Egyp- 
tians, is to give an opening into the Italian eco- 
nomic and business world, providing opportu- 
nities for young managers and entrepreneurs 
to initiate joint-ventures, trade and new busi- 
ness developments with Italian counterparts. 
The course includes six weeks developing 
topics related to international trade, export 
marketing and techniques, etc., and two weeks 
visiting plants, companies, trade associations 
and trade fairs. 

The Italian Trade Commission covers all the 
costs referred to travel, study tours, accommo- 
dation, tuition fees, insurance and pocket 
money. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 24/09/9719:08 


Currency ■■ 
US Dollar 
DE Marie 
GB Sterling 
CM Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Ura 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Currency USD | 
US Dollar - 1 

Jordan Dinar 1.4124 
Saudi Riyal 0.2666 
Bahrain Dinar 2.65 

Qatar Dinar 0.2747 
Kuwait Dinar 3.2B62 
Emirates Dinar 0.2723 
Lebanese/1000 0.65 
Egyptian 0. 2943 

Energy 

. Oils Last revioue 

Brent 18J1 18.93 

W.Texa 19.85 19.88 

Bonny 18.91 18.93 

Dubai 17.80 17.96 

ULGas 194.00 200.00 


Metal Prices 


DEM 

GBP 

■; CHF. 

JPY 

-.CAD- 

■ *Tt : ; 

^ NLG . 

FRF 

1.7740 

0.6210 

1.4584 

12033 

13877 

173230 

13986 

53627 

- 

03498 

0.3221 

67.79 

0.7320 

97533 

1.1253 

33530 

2.B573 

- 

23492 

193.73 

23345 

278 7. B0 

33165 

93964 

121.48 

0.4250 

- 

82^7 

03505 

118633 

13537 

4.0B09 

1.4743 

0.5159 

13128 

- 

1.1535 

1438 

166.02 

43537 

13772 

0.4466 

1.0539 

1.15 

- 

124734 

1.4380 

43B90 

1.0242 

03583 

0.0843 

1441.75 

0.8012 

- 

1133 

3.4407 

88.78 

03106 

73.06 

60.14 

0.6944 

865.03 

- 

23823 

03973 

0.1040 

24.4603 

20.14 

03326 

33.47 

33.4700 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 
1 SAft I BAH .1 GAT f 


9-9485 

1.0303 

12.3247 

1.0211 

2.4401 

1.1039 


■ COtrancy 
SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


BAH.. 

OAT 

KUW 

..'PSD,: 

;LBP 

■EG P;.- 

03770 

3.6402 

0.3043 

3.6729 

1537.00 

33975 

0.5325 

5.1415 

0.4298 

5.1877 

217030 

4.7987 

0.1005 

037 

0.0811 

038 

409.82 

03059 

- 

9.56 

0.8072 

9.74 

4077.14 

9.0124 

1.0303 

- 

0.0836 

1.01 

42233 

03333 

13388 

1136 

- 

12.07 

505034 

03333 

0.1026 

03911 

0.0829 

- 

418.47 

03250 

03453 

2.3684 

0.1980 

23897 

- 

23105 

0.1110 

1.0714 

0.0896 

1.0811 

45239 

- 


Mid-East Currencies 


-USD 

-'DEM' 

■TGBP:_ 

-CHF- 

JPY -■ 

03666 

0.4732 

0.1656 

03894 

32.077 

03723 

0.4831 

0.1691 

03975 

32.754 

33862 

5.8309 

2.0408 

4.7985 

39536 

03770 

4.7081 

1.6474 

3373 

319.08 

1301! 

33756 

1.1809 

2.7759 

22831 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 

Gold (oz’s) 

322.7 

3233 

Silver (oz’s) 

4.73 

4.75 

Platinum (oz’s) 

438 

441 

AL (3 Months) 

1638 

1639 

CU (3 Months) 

2107 

2109 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1430 

1431 

Lead (3 Months) 

646 

649 

N1 (3 Months) 

6445 

6455 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 

Period! -1 : -3- J 

Cncy Month; Months Morgjts Months b Year 
USD 5J6 5.59 5.68 5.75 5.84 

GBP 7.05 7.06 7J37 7.34 7.41 

JPY 0.42 0.42 0.44 0.50 0.46 

DEM 3.11 3^3 3.19 331 3M 

FRF 331 339 336 332 3.60 ' 

CHF 138 . _134 134 1.68 1.78 

JTL 6.40 634 639 5.BQ 5.60 


Israel thanks World Bank, IMF 
for help to Palestinian economy 


Ministry of Health 
borrows JD3 million 


HONG KONG (AFP.) 
— Israel Wednesday 
thanked the World 
Bank and IMF for their 
aid to the Palestinian 
economy, saying it 
hoped their efforts 
would not be under- 
mined by terrorism. 

“In particular I would 
like to commend their 
efforts to assist the 
incipient Palestinian 
economy, and thereby 
promote peace,” Israeli 
Finance Minister 

Yaakov Neeman told 
the annual meetings of 
the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) and 


World Bank here. 

“We hope that these 
efforts will not be 
undermined by recur- 
ring acts of terrorism" 
which “endanger the 
peace process and 
bring devastation to the 
Palestinians and their 
economy,” he said. 

“We continue to seek 
peace and security with 
the Palestinian! s) and 
with all other countries 
in the region.” 

He stressed that the 
slowdown in Israel’s 
growth rate since the 
middle of last year “is 
not a recession, saying 


the economy “has the 
potential for an even 
higher growth rate than 
the indicators show.” 

Mr. Neeman said his 
government has acted 
to bring the economy 
back on track, although 
“it is not easy to imple- 
ment a restrictive poli- 
cy during a time of 
slower economic 
growth.” 

“However, we are 
aware that there are 
times when we must 
exercise . policy 

restraint in the short- 
term in order to benefit 
in the long-term.” 


AMMAN |J.T.) — Minister 
of Health and Medical Care 
Ashraf Kurdi has called on 
the Cabinet to levy a one fils 
tax on each medical pre- 
scription and each cigarette 
box, a report in the Arabic ' 
daily A1 Ra’i said Wednes- 
day. Dr Kurdi said the new 
tax, which is similar to the 
one fils rural electrification 
tax collected with the 
monthly electricity bill, will 
be used to improve medical 
services and medical care. 

Dr. Kurdi said the ministry 
has borrowed JD3 million 
from the Social Security 
Corporation to partly settle 
the ministry's bill for drug 
stores and drug suppliers. 


The ministry will also 
allocate JD2.5 million from 
its current budget to settle 
the remaining balance of its 
debt, totalling JD11.5 mil- 
lion, to drug stores and med- 
icine suppliers within the 
next 10 days. 

Dr. Kurdi said the min- 
istry's debt to drug stores 
and suppliers amounts to 
JD1 1-5 million, rather than 
JT520 milli on as mentioned 
by drug stores. 

Dr. Kurdi attributed the 
shortage medicines at the 
Ministry of Health storesto 
the shortfall of cash liquidi- 
ty and to the excessive use 
of prescriptions and drugs. 


IMF chief says Asia turbulence 
underscores risks of global economy 


HONG KONG I AFP) — 
IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus warned 
Tuesday that turbulence 
sweeping South East Asian 
financial markets under- 
scored the new risks and 
requirements of a globalised 
world economy. 

Mr. Camdessus told annu- 
al meetings of the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) that 
the crisis that emerged in 
Thailand was “disturbing ... 
because it was foreseen and 
preventable, but still struck 
with full force.” 

Pressure on Thailand’s 
baht, intermittent in 1996, 
increased and “in the 
absence of a sufficiently 


comprehensive set of mea- 
sures, the crisis broke,” 
spreading anxiety to other 
countries in the region.” 

The decision id free -the 
baht from its dollar link on 
July 2 sent the currency 
plunging and necessitated a 
$17.2 billion IMF-brokered 
rescue as Thai finan cial 
markets came under attack. 

Mr. Camdessus congratu- 
lated Thai authorities for the 
“courage” to embark on “a 
bold and comprehensive 
programme that goes to the 
heart of market concerns 
about large external deficits 
and troubled financial insti- 
tutions.” 

“Naturally it will take 
time and forceful action by 


the authorities to restore 
market confidence.” he told 
the participants. 

He said the Philippines, 
Indonesia and Malaysia, 
which were struck by the 
financial turbulence, had 
taken measures to address 
their problems and he 
expected the economies to 
emerge “stronger than 
before.” 

Mr. Camdessus said coun- 
tries seeking to tap global 
capital markets must pursue 
sound and transparent poli-_ 
cies that instill confidence 
and respect the signals the 
markets provide. 

For Asia, the priority 
should be ’‘the pressing 
business of strengthening 


current account positions 
and ensuring financial sec- 
tor soundness, rather than to 
spurring growth premature- 
ly.” 

For Europe as it heads 
towards economic and mon- 
etary union, reform of social 
security systems and labour 
and product markets should 
be given as much urgency 
as setting fiscal consolida- 
tion targets, he said. 

Mr. Camdessus reported 
to the boards of governors 
of the World Bank and the 
IMF that the global environ- 
ment was “generally 
favourable.” 

He said global inflation 
remained subdued, fiscal 
deficits were being reduced 
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PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY 1 S NAME 
HIGH LOU 


IBb 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 


346.000 

241.500 

ARAB BANK 

15-4 . 

.1.19 _ 

.. « . 

.340 

114340 

336.00 

335.00 

1.00- 

N 2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK- 

* 

0.00 

41 

50232 

97018 

1.96 

1.92 

.04- 

3.600 

2.760 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6.3 

0.00 

2 

5500 

16500 

3.00 

3.00 


1.210 

.890 

MID. BAST INV . BK. 

60.4 

0.00 

8 

11250 

10338 

,92 

.92 


2.480 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BX. 

9.2 

6.79 

2 

450 

1046 

? - 32 

2.33 

.01+ 

S.200 

4.600 

THE HOUSING BK. 

14. B 

3.92 

3 

526 

2602 

4.97 

4.95 

.02- 

4.1B0 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

11.1 

0.00 

6 

1612 

5060 

3.14 

3.14 


1.050 

.740 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.5 

9.33 

10 

16250 

12185 

.75 

.75 

_ 

4.050 

3.520 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.3 

3.19 

20 

4640 

174BB 

3-77 

3.76 

.01- 

1-620 

1.110 

UNION BK.SAV.INV. 

P 

0-00 

1 

looo 

1200 

1.20 

1.20 


3.800 

3.080 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

23.3 

0.00 

13 

5263 

18464 

3. 45 

3.62 

.17+ 

2.200 

.890 

BBIT.AL— HAL (BJSITNA) 

.6 

16.30 

5 

1000 

926 

.93 

.92 

.01- 


ARAB BANKING CO- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX 1 239.44 *CHCi -0.26 


INDEX l 115.15 


1.880 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC P«R. 

9.3 

5.18 

3.270 

1.320 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

20.4 

3.35 

3.100 

2.450 

HIKEH MINERALS 

15.4 

5. 11 

6.100 

4.100 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

13.1 

4.69 

1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

U 

0.00 

1.010 

. 820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

12.9 

6.45 

.810 

.480 

JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 

27.2 

.0.00 

1.790 

1.150 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

18.7 

0.00 

3.720 

2.890 

ARAB INTL. INV. SDUC. 

9.2 

0.00 

2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.4 

6.25 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


XKPEXi 110.90 ZCHGt +0.83 


4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

25.9 

2.86 

7.050 

5.400 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.4 

3.23 

11.000 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL. REFXXARr 

10.6 

8. IS 

3.26'0 

1.620 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.A0R. 

9 

0.00 

4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. KANT. 

12.fi 

4.36 

1.790 

1.270 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

15.7 

6.30 

1.480 

1.050 

RAFZA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM-IND. 

5.9 

10.00 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

11.6 

0.00 

1.250 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TKD. 

30.6 

0.00 

1.420 

.790 

NATIONAL STEEL CRD. 

9 

0.00 

.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1.200 

.510 

I NTERMED . PETRO . CBSH . 

9 

0.Q0 

.940 

.530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

2.980 

1.480 

UNIV.CKEM.INDS- 

13.3 

6.76 

1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CHEK. 

17.0 

5.26 

1.880 

1.080 

UNIV. MODN. INDS. 

P 

.21 

1.460 

.900 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

12.1 

11.11 

1.620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.9 

4.43 

1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE 00. 

15.4 

0.00 

1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.2 

0.00 

1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. £ VBG. 

50.0 

0.00 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 122.42 *CEG: +0.74 
GRAND TOTAL INDEX: 175.17 1C8G: +0.16 


270671 

488023 

56107 

606 

28269 

4636 

162 

250 

384S3 

4080 

80 

26979 

1815 

325 

370 

2303 

4125 

1485 

57196 

4284 

3098 

61233 


617 961502 2648084 
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CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

-&BAR ISXT .TWV TWO. — 
MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 
RAZI PHARM. 85* 

INDS. ENG. 

NATL. POULTRY 
NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 
ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 
KID. EAST COMPLEX 


GRAND TOTAL 


in many countries, 
exchange rates among 
major currencies “appear to 
be consistent with economic 
fundamentals and world 
economy was expand 4.25 
per cent in 1997 and 1998 
after growth of 4.0 per cent 
last year. 

Progress towards econom- 
ic monetary union in 
Europe was to be applaud- 
ed. 

But there were problems 
in achieving sustainable 
growth “that results in a per- 
manent reduction in poverty 
and greater equality of eco- 
nomic opportunity, and is 
respectful of national cul- 
tures and traditions,” Mr. 
Camdessus said. 

He cited labour market 
problems in Europe, fragile 
banking systems and “per- 
sistent inequalities” in eco- 
nomic opportunities in parts 
of Asia and Latin America, 
“but not exclusively there.” 

Inefficient use of public 
resources perpetuated 
poverty and impeded devel- 
opment in “all to many* 
countries.” 

There was also the risk of 
inflation picking up again in 
economies “where output is 
pressing upon capacity." 

He said there was a need 
for international solidarity, 
particularly for Africa and 
the heavily indebted poor 
countries and the least 
developed countries, which 
while performing better 
needed “a powerful boost 
towards an early, safe and 
full integration into the 
world economy’' if the 
poorest are not to be mar- 
ginalised. 

Mr. Camdessus said the 
lesson to be drawn from the 
recent developments in 
South East Asia was “not 
about the risks of globalisa- 
tion — and still less about 
demonising the markets — 
but rather about the impor- 
tance of good citizenship 
when tapping them." 

“Indeed, countries cannot 
compete for the blessings of 
the global capital markets 
and refuse their disciplines,” 
he said. 

Urging “an orderly liber- 
alisation of capital mar- 
kets," Mr. Camdessus 
encouraged countries to 
“remove controls in a way 
that supports the drive 
towards sustainable macro- 
economic policies, strong 
monetary and financial sec- 
tors and lasting liberalisa- 
tion." 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRI6 

Professional quality in 
Ihour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

# JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 

Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweifiehTei: 823891 


.SECURITY 



crOMircm 

■OLYMPIC size 
SWIMMING POOL®** 
■ TENNIS & 

SQUASH 

COURTS .VA 

* SAUNA, / 

jacuzzi & / j^m 

MASSAGE M 
' FITNESS \{ W 
ROOM (J 

Tel: 758180 * 
Radio & tv station RD. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 , 




mm express 

Modem Alr-Condffloned 
Busses Around Ihe CLOCK 
Erery 30 Mnutes from AbdaS 
to Airport and Back 


For Further Detafls call : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
AbdaB Branch 653313 



Quatty Serviced Suites 

' Brtmtms • Felly 

Eq^pped ^bemUo • DsHy & 
Slay » RcaaoTMbtB S£ 



H Apartments 
H & Villas Deluxe 
Hjf in Amman 

[SANABEL 

Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Td 864230 -r 865167 
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Bjorkman stuns Becker 


in Grand Slam Cup 


MUNICH (AFP) — 
Defending champion Boris 
Becker made a sad, subdued 
6-3. 6-2 exit Wednesday 

from the opening round of 
the $6 million Grand Slam 
Cup as Swede Jonas 
Bjorkman continued his 
momentum after a weekend 
of Davis Cup triumphs. 

Bjorkman. whose semi- 
final showing at the U.S. 
Open boosted him to a 
career-best 13 th in the 
world rankings, went from 
strength to strength as he 
beat Becker three days after 
virtually singlehandedly 
taking Sweden into next 
month's Davis Cup final 
against the United States in 
a 4 - 1 win against Italy. 

Becker lost a 3-1 lead in 
the opening set and was 
never able to get back into 
contention against the 25- 
year-old Scandinavian. 

Despite a lack of Grand 
Slam results in 1997, organ- 
isers gave the 29-year-old 
Becker a wild card entry 
into the 16-man field, main- 
ly as a crowd-puller. 

But his hopes were 

dashed in just 68 minutes as 
Becker lost the first set and 
went down and out by los- 
ing serve three times in the 
second, error-plagued set 
despite an early break-back 
against the Swede. 

Australia's new U.S. 

Open champion Pat Rafter, 
meanwhile, came though in 
straight sets to oust Austrian 
Thomas Muster 6-2. 6-3 for 
a quarter-final spot. 

World No.3 Rafter, kept 
former World No.l Muster 
winless at the special tour- 
nament the single biggest 
payday in the sport. 

The 29-year-old Muster 
has now lost here six times 
and has only won a single 
set out of 1 1 played. 


“I was very surprised with 
how well I volleyed today," 
said Rafter, whose team was 
beaten in a Davis semi-final 
at the weekend by the 
Americans led by Pete 
Sampras. 

“My volleys let me down 
in Davis Cup. But on the 
faster court here I could 
steer the ball a little bit 



Boris Becker of Germany waves to the crowd to say goodbye after being defeated by 
Sweden's Jonas Bjoerkman in bis first-round match at the Munich tennis Grand 
Slam Cup tournament Becker lost 3-6 2-6 (Reuters photo) 


more into the comers. It 
worked very well today. I'm 
very happy." 

The Queenslander added 
of his recent U.S. Open 
title: “It still doesn’t feel 
like I did it I catch myself 


thinking that it was a great 
achievement I can’t under- 
stand why or how. 

“But it's important for me 
to stay the same, to enjoy 
myself and enjoy life.” 

Also on day two, 


Sampras, the Australian 
Open and Wimbledon 
champion, was to face 
Spam’s Felix Mantilla 
while French Open holder 
Gustavo Kuerten was taking 
on Czech Petr Korda. 


Referee 
admits 
Pallister 
red card 
mistake 


LONDON (AFP) — Gary 
Pallister was cleared of the 
first red card of his eight- 
year Manchester United 
career after the referee who 
sent him off accepted on 
Wednesday that he had 
made an error. 

England defender 

Pallister faced a three- 
match ban after he was dis- 
missed by referee Paul 
Durkin for a confrontation 
with Bolton striker Nathan 
Blake in Saturday’s 0-0 
draw at the Reebok 
Stadi um 

But Durkin relented after 
watching the pictures and 
ruled that Pallister should 
only have been yellow- 
carded for “adopting an 
aggressive attitude.” 

United boss Alex 
Ferguson, enraged by the 
decision and publicly 
declaring his backing for 
Pallister, promised the 
champions would fight the 
dismissal and send a video 
of the incident to the 
Football Association. 

But before the tape 
arrived at FA headquarters, 
Durkin decided that he had 
made a mistake and should 
not have sent the placer off. ’ 

“He saw the incident 
from a different angle to 
the one -he-originally had 
and told us in his report 


that he now felf~it should 
have been a caution” 
-explained FA spokes man 
Helen Willis. 


SPORTS IN BRIKI 


Yeboah completes switch 


LEEDS, England (AFP) — Tony Yeboah’s 
unhappy period at Leeds United finally came to 
an end Wednesday when the explosive striker 
completed his on-off move to German outfit 
Hamburg. The Ghanaian's return to the 
Bundesliga — where he used to play for 
Saarbrucken and Eintracht Frankfurt — had 
been delayed over tax problems. But these have 
now been ironed out and Yeboah. 31, has signed 
a two-year contract at Hamburg despite late 
interest from Turkish side Trabszonspor and 
Lecce of Italy. Yeboah. who was brought to the 
club by former manager Howard Wilkinson in 
1995. quickly fell out of favour with George 
Graham. And he never played for the first team 
again after throwing his shirt at the United dug- 
out when he was substituted at Tottenham last 
March. 


Real hunting French stars 


BIRMINGHAM, England (AFP) — Aston 
Villa's record signing Stan Collymore, under fire 
after scoring just once since his multi-million 
move from Liverpool, received a boost 
Wednesday from striking partner Dwight Yorke, 
who insisted their link-up was primed for suc- 
cess. Villa had Tuesday told Collymore to pull 
his socks up after the Midlanders crashed 3-0 at 
Anfield on Monday for their fifth defeat of the 
season during which he was booed every tune he 
touched the ball. But Yorke insisted that his 
teammate has what it takes to make Villa great 
again after Villa coach Allan Evans bluntly told 
Collymore his contribution so far was just “not 
good enough." Trinidadian star Yorke said: “I 
think our partnership has got half a chance. The 
important thing is that we are working hard and 
overall have been starting to create a lot more 
chances. “As time goes on. that partnership 
should continue to build and hopefully become 
the most feared in the Premiership. ‘T personally 
believe that the sky is the limit for Stan. We all 
are aware of how talented he is. He is a tremen- 
dous player. 


Sfakanakis, said he would if necessary take legal 
action to prevent the “unjustifed " strike from 
going ahead. _ 


Gough set for Ibrox return 


MADRID (AFP) — Real Madrid are looking to 
capture three French stars as the Spanish cham- 
pions bid to retain their title, with Metz duo 
Robert Pires and Bruno Rodriguez top of their 
list alongside Monaco's young striker David 


World Cup tie threatened 


ATHENS ( AFP) — Professionnal footballers in 
Greece threatened on Wednesday to disrupt the 

- . , - - Greece v Denmark World Cup qualifying tie on 

Trezeguer. As reported on Wednesday. Pires, 24. — October 1 1 by going on strike to protest at a 

p 1 i >re -0, have already had contact with growing influx of foreign players. The players' 
:T7 — . headhunter Jose Martinez Pirn, As union made the threat in a statement following a 


said. The trio would have the double advantage 
for Real of being EU players as well as Spanish- 
Speaking but are all currently under contract 
Real still hope to land Sampdoria’s Christian 
Karembeu but Have given up the struggle for 
Monaco's precocious striker Thierry Henry. 

Yorke backs Collymore 


move by the Greek football federation to allow 
clubs to field six non EU-players rather than four 
as previously. Howls of protest immediately fol- 
lowed with players threatening to stop playing 
for ten minuies during Sunday’s matches prior to 
a general strike on October 5. But the president 
of the league of professional dubs, Stelios 


LONDON (AF£) — Former Rangers skipper 
Richard Gough is set to return to Ibrox to solve 
the Glaswegians’ defensive' crisis^wheo-his 
contract in the United States comes “to -an end. 
turning down Graeme Souness’ Torino. Gough, 
who led the Gets to their record-equalling ninth 
title in a row before heading for Kansas City 
Wizards in the U.S. Major Soccer League, is 
wanted by manager Walter Smith to fill the 
breach left by four million pound Italian 
Lorenzo Amoruso, who is injured. Former Gers 
boss Souness saw Gough as the ideal man to 
lead Torino back into Serie A and believed he 
had secured the 35-year-old defender’s ser- 
vices. But Gough, whose U.S. sojourn finishes 
next month, told the Daily Express: “I had a 
loose agreement to go to Turin and play fori 
Graeme Souness at Torino and it was some- 
thing that excited me. “However, Rangers 
allowed me to leave for nothing and there was 
always a gentleman's agreement between 
myself, David Murray and Walter Smith that if 
they ever needed me to come back 1 would 
come. “The only way the situation will change 
is if Grame Souness reaches an agreement with 
David Murray and Walter Smith.” 


Heads high at Ferrari 


ROME, (AFP) — Ferrari 
chief Jean Todt urged his 
team on Wednesday to 
shrug off the disappoint- 
ment of the Austrian Grand 
Prix as they prepare for 
Sunday’s key race at the 
Nurburgring. 

Michael Schumacher, hit 
by a stop-and-go penalty on 
Sunday, saw his 10-point 
lead in the drivers’ world 
championship slashed to a 
single point after Jacques 
Villeneuve's victory. 

Ferrari also lost their lead 
in the constructors champi- 
onship after Villeneuve’s 
teammate Heinz Harald 
Frentzen finished third in 
the Williams. 

But Todt said: “We have 
to raise our heads, even dur- 
ing the difficult times. 
There are three races left to 
the end of the season and 
Michael is still top. albeit 
by one small point. 

“We have to remember, 
though, that we had only 
had a narrow lead of three 
points after the Hungarian 
Grand Prix. but that lead 
then increased in the fol- 
lowing races. What I'm get- 
ting at is that anything can 
happen. “People have told 
me that a one-point lead is 
important psychologically, 
but I'm saying it could be 
even more important mathe- 
matically — it could be 
worth the whole season," 
said the Frenchman. 

“As for the constructors 


title, we lost 13 points to 
Williams at Zeltweg and 
that's a lot of points. There, 
the situation is a lot more 
difficult.” 

Todt still believes that a 
second place finish was 
within Schumacher's reach 
last weekend. 

“Despite the fact that he 
started from back in ninth 
position, he was one of the 
key figures in the race." 
Todt told the Corriere Dello 
Sport. 

“The car went very well, 
as you can see from the fact 
that he had the second 
fastest lap time — barely 
three tenths of a second 
behind Villeneuve. 

“Unfortunately, there was 
the problem of the yellow 
flag which denied the driver 
and the team an excellent 
result. But there's no point 
complaining, there's noth- 
ing to be done about it. 

“The flags were there, 
others saw them but not 
Michael because he was 
concentrating on Frentzen." 

Todt was meanwhile cau- 
tious about this weekend's 
Luxembourg Grand Prix. 
which is being raced at the 
famous German circuit. 

“I know chat it's a track 
for the Williams, and 
Villeneuve. But let's wait 
for the race. Whether it goes 
well or not, we’ll see after- 
wards. 

“All I want to say is. I 
repeat, a one-point lead may 


not be much but at least itV 
something. There are tho- 
races to go and I think tfctf 
are all wide open andwl 
will do everything we pOt-" 
bly can." ~A. 

“We knew at the start bf 
the season that the William 
was the car to beat, and 
Ferrari didn’t expect to be 
in such a good position with 
three left to go in the sea- 
son" * 

Schumacher has only 
scored one point in each of 
his last two races, partly 
because the car's shortcom- 
ings have come out in qual- 
ifying. keeping the former 
double world champion 
from the front row. 

"We know full well that 
our F310B is not on the 
same level as the rival car," 
Todt said. “But my hope is. 
that in 1998 we can have a 
more competitive machine 
right from the start of the 
season." 

The Frenchman also 
sought to shift any blame 
from Schumacher’s Ulster 
teammate Eddie Irvine, who 
hasn't scored a point since 
June. 

“It’s true that Frentzen has 
yielded more than Irvine." 
he admitted. 

“But it also has to be said 
that Villeneuve didn't need 
his teammate to get 10 
points on Sunday." 
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Aussie spies check out 
World Cup opposition 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Terry 
Venables' deputies will be 
scouting Australia's poten- 
tial opponents over the next 
few weeks in the leadup to 
November's final World 
Cup regional football quali- 
fier. 

Australia’s, Rational team 
deputy coach .Raul Blanco 
and, fellow, .assistant .Les 
Scheinflug are compiling a 
dossier on their spying mis- 
sion to be fully prepared 
h~fbr the deciding matches 
against the fourth-placed 
Asian team on November 
22 and 29. 


“We'U study them upside 
down, back to front, inside 
out, and we’ll have a very 
good dossier on every team 
— much better than they 
can have on us,” Blanco 
said Wednesday. 

“We'll be identifying their 
techniques, tactics and 
players, and all this must 
give us an advantage." 

But Blanco, who ear- 
marks ban, Saudi Arabia, 
South Korea, Japan or the 
United Arab Emirates as 
Australia’s likely opponent, 
admits the cohesion gained 
from playing several World 
Cup qualifiers in a short 


period will help the Asian 
qualifying teams. 

The Argentine-bora 
.Blanco will fly to Tunis for 
Australia's warm-up inter- 
national against Tunisia on 
October 1, their only match 
in preparation for the World 
Cup decider. 

Blanco flies to Kuwait 
’City Wednesday for 
Friday's Kuwait-Iran match 
and moves to Tokyo for the 
crunch South Korea-Japan 
game this weekend. 

He will complete his jour- 
ney when he flies from 
Tunis to Seoul for South 
Korea's match against the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Blanco already has some 
information on the Asian 
teams for England-based 
Australian team boss 
Venables after attending the 
Aslan Cup in the United 
Arab Emirates lost 
December. 

Scheinflug flies to Doha 
Wednesday for Qatar’s 
game against China on 
Friday and will also keep 
watch on next week's 
China- Saudi Arabia match 
in Dalian. 


Fulham 

after 

Keegan 


LONDON (AFP) — 

Mohammad A l Fayed, 
multi-millionaire owner of 
second division Fulham, has 
targeted Kevin Keegan as 
club chief executive in a bid 
to bring the good times back 
to Craven Cottage. 

Hairods chief A1 Fayed, 
who paid £30 million ($50 
million) to buy the ailing 
club in the summer, hopes to 
persuade the former 
Newcastle United boss to 
make a remarkable return to 
football as part of a ‘dream 
team’ management duo 
alongside former England 
team-mate Ray Wilkins. 

Keegan stunned the foot- 
ball world when he quit St 
James’ Park last January 
after five years In charge and 
has insisted he has no desire 
to return to management. 

But last week he admitted 
for the first time that he 
might come back to football 
in some capacity if the right 
opportunity presented itself, 
although he was not com- 
menting on Wednesday's 
rumours. 
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VO Wolfcburg’sRoy PraegerfRi fights forthe ball with Bayern Munich's Ma* 8 
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TEL 634 144 

PHILADELPHIA "1 


\j CINEMA TEL'S 34144 

PHILADELPHIA ”2 


A 


Bruce Willis.. in 


THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 
S:30. 10:30 


-A 


Robin Williatns & 
Gene Hackman ... in 


THE BIRDCAGE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
S:30, 10:30 




Cinema telowzjs \ / cinema 


PLAZA 


BAD COMPANY 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 





CINEMA 


TEL: 079 33430 




coieoxo *1" 

Jack Nicholson, Glenn Close, 
Danny Devizo 
& Pierce Brosnan. ..in 

MARS ATTACKS 

(12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30) 

cokcokb »a- 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 


John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ... in 


FACE OFF 


Shows: 3:30. 6:00. 8:30, 10:45 


r 


CINEMA 


TEL; 079 33430 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... in 


MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 




f 


Blahnni Tanw 

TEL: 625155 
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Watch out for the new 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Bisham 
and Amal Dab 
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Fulham 

after 


Yellow jersey holder Swiss Alex Zuelle smiles as he makes a thumbs-up sign at 
the start of the 184km 18th stage of the Tour of Spain cycling race (Reuters 
photo) 




Thrust SCC breaks world 
Keegan land-speed record ... unofficially 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Thrust SCC, 
equipped with two Rolls Royce engines, 
broke its own land-speed record on Tues- 
day by hitting 1.157.307 kilometres 
(719.137 miles) per hour in Nevada’s Black 
Rock desert. 

Its speed peaked at 1.160.305 kilometres 
1,721 miles) per hour, the British team doing 
the test said in its Internet site. 

But the speed will not be considered a 
real record since the vehicle must set the 
speed record on the 1.6 kilometre (one 
mile) track and then return over the same 
track the other direction. The two tests must 
be completed within an hour, something 
which has not happened. 

The vehicle hit 1,107.103 kilometres 
(6S7.941 miles) per hour on the 1.6 kilo- 


metre (one mile) Monday but the return test 
was not done then either. 

Promoters say their goal is to break the 
sound barrier. 

The head of the British team, Richard 
Noble, 5 1 . set the current land speed record 
on October 4, 1983 when he went 1,019.44 
kilometres (633.468 miles) per hour. 

Noble is not driving on this test but has 
turned the job over to Andy Green, a 35- 
year-old jet fighter pilot in the Royal Air 
Force. 

A second team, “Spirit of America," is 
also at Black Rock trying to break Noble's 
record. Its head, Craig Breedlove, has bro- 
ken three speed records. 


‘Violent’ Arsenal under FA scrutiny 





LONDON i AFP) — Arse- 
nal, who have the worst 
disiplinary record in the 
English Premiership, have 
been told by the Football 
Association (FA) that they 
have until Christmas to 
clean up their act. 

The Gunners finished 
bottom of last season's Fair 
. Play League and their start 
r to this campaign has been 
just as poor, with 1 8 book- 
ings plus a further three the 
UEFA Cup. 

With the season less than 
two months old. FA chiefs 
are looking to address the 
problem early on. 

If Arsenal, who have 
always had a reputation as a 
no-nonsense, physical 
team, continue to collect 
cards at the current rate, 
manager Arsene Wenger 
could find himself sitting 


before the authorities 
before the new year. 

An FA official confirmed 
Wednesday the authorities 
will look at Arsenal’s disci- 
plinary record at Christmas 
and. if necessary, would 
invite the club to discuss 
the situation. 

Last season Arsenal’s roll 
of shame consisted of S2 
yellow cards and five red 
ones and on Tuesday they 
were branded “violent" by 
Chelsea defender Frank 
Leboeuf. who was sent off 
in Sunday’s 3-2 defeat by 
the Gunners. 

Leboeuf said: “Arsenal 
are the toughest in the Pre- 
miership. Far worse than 
Wimbledon. They are fine 
players but are physical 
now’ and allowed to get 
away with things. Too 
many illegal tackles and 


tactics." 

Wenger hit back: “I never 
tell any one of my players 
to go and kick an opponent. 
If you don’t show' competi- 
tive spirit you will lose 
games, but if you just want 
to fight you will also lose. 
“We are not a dirty side and 
shouldn’t, and will not, 
change the way we play.’’ 

Arsenal are second in the 
Premiership, two points 
behind Manchester United, 
and would go top tonight if 
they beat West Ham at 
Highbury and United lose 
at home to Chelsea. 


Spurs set 
to swoop 
for 

Ravanelli 

LONDON (AFP) — Mid- 
dlesbrough’s unsettled Ital- 
ian striker Fabrizio 
Ravanelli is being linked 
with a move to Tottenham, 
who he would join on a 
loan deal to help the Lon- 
don club through its current 
injury crisis. 

Boro manager Bryan 
Robson confirmed on 
Wednesday that there has 
been fresh interest in the 
former Juventus ace. 

“We had a meeting with 
Fabrizio earlier in the 
week. A couple of clubs are 
interested in him. Fabrizio 
will talk with them and 
then a decision will be 
made," said Robson. 

British newspapers are 
full of speculation linking 
Ravanelli with Spurs and 
Tottenham boss boss Gerry 
Francis has not denied his 
interest in the silver-haired 
striker, back in Italy this 
week after renewed talks 
about his future. 

Robson has already made 
it clear the Italian does not 
figure in his plans for the 
Teesiders. 

And Francis said: “We 
have inquiries lodged with 
several clubs because our 
situation with front-players 
has become critical. 

“I never talk about other 
clubs’ players but it may be 
important for us to get 
somebody in quickly to 
tide us over until people 
like Les Ferdinand, Steffen 
Iversen are ready to come 
back from injuries. 

‘It is not only them. Rory 
Allen and Paul McVeigh 
are also injured and Chris 
Armstrong has been out a 
long time. We would like to 
do something, maybe a 
loan-deal. 

“The alternative is going 
down into the First Divi- 
sion because we are not 
allowed to loan players 
from another Premier 
League club. There are not 
exactly a million quality 
strikers available.” 

If Spurs land Ravanelli 
on loan they could be given 
the option of keeping him 
permanently after an initial 
three-month period. 

And Middlesbrough, now 
desperate to offload the 
striker who scored 31 goals 
for them last season but has 
only rarely been seen since 
they were relegated at the 
end of last season, could be 
receptive to such a sugges- 
tion. 

Spurs’ striker situation is 
desperate after only one 
goal in their last four 
League games. 


JORDAN TIMES 
FAX: 696183 


A Furnished Apartment 
For Rent ,• . 

if 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3i£ 
bathrooms, guest lounge, ~ 
dining room, sitting room, 
central heating, telephone 
and satellite. 

Location: Sweifiyeh, near 
the American School. 


If interested, caflTeL: 82bJ>Q9 (between 8:00 
a.m.-14:00 p.m.). After that caflTeL: 840550. 
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THE ITALIAN EMBASSY 

ANNOUNCES 

THE STARTING OF ITALIAN CLASSES ON 
1 4 OCTOBER 1997, AT "TERRA SANTA COL- 
LEGE” IN JABAL LWEIBDEH, AMMAN. 
Classes on Saturday, Monday and Wednesday 
from 4 to 5:30 pan. and from 6 to 7:30 p-m. 

Fees: JD30 (4 October- 10 December 1997) 

REGISTRATION TERRA SANTA COLLEGE 
(only) on September 24. 27. 29 from 4 p.m. to 6:30 
pjn. (You can meet your teachers). 

INFORMATION: Italian Embassy (Tel. 638185) 


The Ministry of Tourism 
& 

Antiquities' Celebrations 
on the occasion of 
the World Tourism Day 


On the occasion of the World Tourism 
Day on Sept. 27, 1997, the Ministry of 
Tourism & Antiquities will organise a Fire 
Works' Show on Friday 26th of Sept. 
1997, at 7:45 p.m. at the Amman Citadel. 

Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities 


Women’s Basketball Championship 

Orthodoxi meet Ahli as 2nd 
round opens Friday 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The second round of the Kingdom’s Women’s 
Basketball Championship opens Friday when leaders AI 
Orthodoxi meet Al Ahli hoping to continue their w innin g 
streak and regain the title they last won in 1994. 

AI Orthodoxi, who had finished third for the past two sea- 
sons, won both first round matches defeating Al Ahli 67-50. 

They later got an added boost after scoring an 89-36 win 
over titleholders Al Jazireh sending a clear message that 
they are serious about getting back the title. 

Although Al Ahli do not seem able to win the title this 
year, their 69-45 win over Al Jazireh was a clear indication 
that the titleholders would not be able to retain their crown. 

First round results show that AJ Orthodoxi have the clear 
upper band to win the three-team event 

While onlookers expected Al Jazireh to rebound after 
their first defeat the team seems to have been abandoned 
by almost all of its veteran players and are not expected to 
display a different form in the second round. 

Adding to the facr that the absence of many players has 
taken its toll, the team has evidently not prepared seriously 
for the competition resigning to the fact that they cannot 
win the title this year. 


The three competing teams are mostly made up of nation- 
al t<»am players who took part in the Pan-Arab Games in 
July in addition to the younger players on the teams. 

Al Jazireh are missing roost of their original lineup for a 
host of personal reasons. 

The team is led by Rana Husseini and includes Hala 
Ghattas and a younger lineup in the suprising absence of 
Hala Muheisen, Tala Al Mauge, Rani a Dajani, Indeirah 
Qaseisieh and Tamara Khadra — all key national team 
players the last three of which also failed to show up for the 
national teams matches at the Pan-Arab Games. 

Al Orthodoxi might seem to have 1 the most coherent and 
prepared lineup this year after having played as juniors for 
the past three seasons and gaining experience from their 
national team matches. The players also had training 
matches in Syria recently. ' 

The team includes Hind Ghouri, Zina Far ah, Luma Abu 
Judum, Hala Khalaf and Lubna Masri. 

AI Ahli have been training under new coach Raffi 
Cholukyan after a makeover in the clubs basketball man- 
agement and the handing of the reigns to new officials hop- 
ing to bring back the club’s glorious basketball achieve- 
ments. 

The team includes Sirsa Nagahway, Sirsa Abaza, Ruwa 
Hijazi, Zein Shasha’ and Tetyana Qardan. 


Jordanian soccer celebrates 
FIFA Fair Play Day 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Spedial to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In response 
to a request by soccer's 
world governing body 
FIFA of designating a 
Fair Play Day, Jordan 
joined 197 countries in 
celebration, raising the 
yellow and blue flag 
before the beginning of 
matches this week. 

FIFA chose those days 
as the first ever world Fair 
Play Day as it fell in the 
busiest period of soccer 
world-wide and also 
coincided with the final 
of the FIFA Under- 17 
World Cup Champi- 
onship which took place 
in Egypt 

Now, FIFA is planning 
to promote the idea of 
having a Fair Play Day as 
a yearly celebration. 

Tins week. Fair Play 
Day was the centre of 
soccer attention all 
around the world. 

In England, children 
carried oversized FIFA 
Fair Play flags at all the 
Premier League matches. 

In Germany, children 
walked hand-in-hand 
with the players at all the 
Bundesliga matches. 

In Nigeria, celebrations 
went to schools with sem- 
inars and a national essay 
writing competition on 
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the theme of Fair Play. 

In Chile, teams win- 
ning matches will stand 
to applaud their beaten 
opponents. 

An exception was in 
Italy as FIFA’s Fair Play 
Day went unnoticed, with 
the booting, hacking and 
elbowing carried out . as 
usual. 

Jordan Football Associ- 
ation (JFA) joined the 
world in marking the Fair 
Play Day here in the 
Kingdom . 


“Jordanian soccer being 
part of the sporting world, 
celebrated this day in 
Amman as part of the 
world’s celebrations,” 
JFA Technical Commit- 
tee member Bass am 
Haroun told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

The JFA organised 
matches and lectures to 
introduce the Fair Play 
Day concept to athletes of 
the Kingdom. 

“We had several match- 
es during the two-day cel- 


ebrations, including an 
opening ceremony and 
lectures.” Dr. Haroun 
said. 

Several schools in 
Amman gave their stu- 
dents a clear picture of 
the idea. 

“We have asked schools 
to promote the idea of 
Fair Play Day in their 
morning sessions with 
posters to be hanged at 
school’s p re raises" he 
said. 


FOR RENT IN AL-RABIA 

Furnished or unfurnished floors. Each 
floor, consists of 4 bedrooms, spacious 
salons and 4 bathrooms. 

For more information, 
please call: 5510107 


FOR RENT 

Furnished one-bedroom flat-cozy and in a 
quiet area - with central heating and 
telephone. Located in Jabal Amman, 7th 
Circle, near the Royal Automobile Club. 

If interested, call 823676 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

320sq.m. 

3 bedrooms, maid's room, 2 large 
terraces j 2nd/top floor; private 
entrance, quiet neighbourhood. 
Location: Al ftabia - Amman 

Call: 631998 - 642553 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A luxuriously furnished apartment in a new building. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, maid's: room with bathroom, 2 
salons, 3 bathrooms, independent central heating, 
garage, water well and a lift. Location: TJaa’ Al Ali, 
behind Yathreb compound 

Please call Tel.: 683110. 701280. 


The Ministry of Tourism 
& 

Antiquities' Celebrations 
on the occasion 
of the World Touri$m Day 

On the occasion of the World Tourism Day on Sept 27, 
1997, the Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities will 
inaugurate the Odeon Theatre in Amman adjacent to the 
Roman Amphitheatre. 

On this occasion the Ministry will organise a musical 
performance on Friday 26th of Sept 1997, at 8:00 p.m. 
at the Odeon Theatre. 

Buses will be available at 7:00 p.m. In front of 
Philadelphia Hotel to convey guests to the festival's 
location. 

A parking lot is available behind Amman Municipality's 
main Library along the main street of the Hashemite 
Court for other guests who wishes to bring their own 
cars. 

Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities 




Under the patronage of 
HRH Princess Sarvath B-Hassan 

the 

AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

will host its 

Fifth ABS Annual Charity Funfair 

The fair will be an all day eient which will be 
held in the school on Friday. September 26 th 
1997, from IQ am till 5 pm. 

The fair will feature various games, prizes, live 
performances, raffle tickets, roller blading, varieties of 
food, fashion shows & exhibits of various products. 

AI proceeds wfl go to the Jardam Society for Therapeutic Rkfing. Al 
Hussein Society for the Handicapped, YMWA & rther charity centres. 


Entrance fee: JD 1 
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Blair faces major dilemma 


over nurses trial in Saudi 


LONDON (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Tony Blair was 
juggling British public and 
economic interests as a 
stunned press and public 
pushed him to save two 
British nurses accused of 
murder in Saudi Arabia. 

Prime Minister Blair is 
facing one of his toughest 
diplomatic cbaUenges since 
taking office five months 
ago, with ties to Saudi 
Arabia and $4 billion in 
British trade at stake. 

It is also a challenge to 
Labour’s declared aim of 
making buman rights one of 
the central considerations of 
its policy-making. 

Nurse Lucille 

McLauchlan. 31. from 
Dundee, Scotland, toa s 
found guilty of helping 
Deborah Parry. 38, from 
southern England, murder 
an Australian nurse Yvonne 
Gilford. McLaughlan was 
sentenced to eight years jail 
and to be flogged 500 times. 
Confusion remained over 
whether Parry had been sen- 
tenced to death or whether 
the victim’s brother had 
waived his rights to influ- 
ence the sentence by accept- 
ing money, which would 
rule this out 

The Foreign Office said 
Wednesday that it was) try- 
ing to contact lawyers in the 
case to clarify the position. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook has already 
described the verdict on . 
McLaughlin as “unaccept- 
able” and said such physical 
punishment should not be 
inflicted on anyone in 
today’s world. 

He plans to raise the issue 
Friday with Saudi foreign 
minister. Prince Saud Al 
Faisal orrthe sidelines of the 
UJM. General Assembly in 
New York which he is 
attending. 

The row is the most seri- 
ous between the two coun- 
tries since the 1980 BBC 
film “Death of a Princess," a 
dramatised' documentary 
showing the executions of a 
Saudi princess convicted of 
adultery and her lover. 

That lasted for four 
months after the broadcast, 
though commercial reper- 
cussions were felt by British 
businesses with Saudi inter- 
ests for much longer. 

Britain’s reputation as a 
refuge for Middle East polit- 
ical exiles has often led to 
diplomatic friction. Last 
year governmental decision 
to expel Saudi dissident 


Mohammad Al Masari 
under Saudi pressure was 
reversed by a British court. _ 

More recently the Saudi 
royal family was ruffled by 
the conviction in absentia of 
King Fahd’s sister accused' 
of having maltreated three 
Filipino servants. 

Britain's exports to Saudi 
Arabia last year totalled 
$2 J5 billion, mostly in aims 
sales, and 60,000 Britons 
depend on the country for 
their livelihood. This year 
exports are expected to top 
three billion. 

London is currendy look- 
ing for a big new order from 
the Saudis hoping to sell up 
to 400 planes through the 
Eurofighter consortium with 
Germany, Italy and Spain. A 
deal could be worth up to 10 
billion pounds. 

The latest row and poten- 
tial threat to arms sales sent 
shares of leading weapons 
manufacturers lower on the 
London stock exchange. 

The sentence against 
McLaughlin provoked a 
strong reaction in the British 
press. The Daily Minor 
called the sentence “barbar- 
ic” and said Mr. Blair should 
be ieading the fight to 
change the sentences. It said 
“these bestial flo ggings 
should be stopped” not just 
for the sake of die nurses but 
for the sake of Saudi 
Arabia.” 

The Daily Telegraph 
described the sentence as 
“repulsive to the liberal 
mind” but it warned against 
an overhasty reaction. It said 
that by thr eatenin g Saudi 
Arabia with retaliation Mr. 
Cooktould prejudice the 
nurses' position and make 
physical punishment more 
likely. It said the correct 
approach to Riyadh was to 
“plead, not to threaten.” 

The Independent present- 
ed the trial as a dile mma for 
Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd: 
“Islamic justice versus 
Western values,”, read, its 
headline-. :,, " r 
' It added that Mr. Blair 
might have to make a per- 
sonal visit to the country to 
plead the nurses’ case. 

Several papers said it 
would be wrong to equate 
the British and Saudi legal 
systems. The Daily Mail 
said Islamic justice was 
noted for its severity but 
also on the need for compas- 
sion over whether sentences 
were actually earned out 

Saudi Ambassador to 
London Ghazi Al Qosaibi 


Lawyer says Saudi death 
threat lifted in $ 1.2m deal 


DUBAI (AFP):— The 
defence, lawyer of „ two 
British nurses, ori trial for 
murder in Saudi .Arabia 
said Wednesday that the 
Australian victim’s brother 
had signed a $1. 2-million 
settlement to lift any threat 
of .a death sentence. 

Meanwhile, the Saudi 
legal system, kept silent on 
the fete of Deborah Parry 
who would' risk - being 
;bebeaded if convicted, and 
not spared,, for the murder 
of : feflow nurse Yvonne 
Gilford. But it came in for 
flak in Britain for a Hog- 
ging sentence^ against her 
convicted L : . : . ■ colleague 
Lucille McLauchlan. 

‘ “Theife has been a settle- 
mept It has btteh signed by 
IVfr. [Frank] Gilford and 
ihe two. ’nurses,” insisted 
lawyer Saliajh Hejailan. 
contacted by .Agence 
France ‘ pebsse,; denying 
reports that a deal had yet 
fonesfruck. 

A dedsion , over whether 
4L-year-Qld Party is exe- 
otted* if finally judged to 
|l be^fltUfy brth&'Tntention- • 

jv - Ju 


:S^mihder’’; of' Gifford, : 
wridltf lie in the hands of 
her brother Frank under 
the Saudi ' kingdom’s 
Shari a l a w. 

Mr. Gaiford himself has 
since: the trial opened in 
^y-retfiised to accept the 
' J tipni/of njm^, ' saying, 
[fri^all, ^my ff ttfe: sjstmy: 
my nrotfier’sbaby girl, was 
savagely murdered.” 

;; But _ ; Mr- - Hejailan said 
ihat- under the deal Mr. 
Gifford " was toreceive 
“700,009 dollars for him- ; 
setT and arouiid:$50a i 000 
wbtiid go to a: hospital, in 
South Australia; where he 
lives. -; . ' - 

“Once you talk about 
Thbnfey, J £ specific amount 
of -money, the issue d! a 
death ^«atenee- "can ; no - 
longer ; be raised - He"' 
fGpfbnj] candot change 
hiir , mind,’’ the- Saudi 
lawyer : said by telephone 


from Virginia in tbe U.S. - 

Mn Hejaflarr said 
appeal would be launched 
to collect funds from lhe 
British public. 

But lawyers jji Australia 
for the defence of Parry 
and McLauchlan and foe 
die Gilford family earlier 
denied that, any such settle- 
ment had been, finalised. 

And the Gifford fainily 
said the brother had. yet to 
decide whether to exercise 
his right under- Sharia, law 
to spare Parry’s life, if she 
is guilty and to accept 
blood money, oc“diyi’'( : 

“Most of the money vis J 
going to him, and be’may 
have been disturbed 1 : by 
that” being revealed, Mri 
Hejailan (said, trying J tri 
explain the discrepaocyrj 
“It’s a lot of money fm- a 
taxi-driver.” ; ; \ -f V * 
v The lawyer saitf>Mr. 
Gilford, a 59-year-old 
grandfather wffo - a. 
courier service, 

“approached US forr-a'cset-;. 
dement” after fating the 
t irf a law spit for 

in 
;pn 

McdJanchlan. ’ 31,7<:from 
Scotland; was condemned 
to eight years in prison and 
50Qlashes as an .accessory, 
fo the murder pffijfford at 
a ; hospital in^i^tfee^em 
Saffcti 
Dumber 

^fri^Hejaflari^ cfern^a 
reportoDlliesdayriocitlte 
Saudi! ' lawyers- 
Giffords that P^rry 
alrea dy been con victed and 
said ail appeal Would be': 
lodged Tor McLauchlan on 
Oct 4ai fo^Sha^courtinJ 
Khobar, near DhahranT ' 

• . TheT flogging sentence 
drew flak from the British 


ar&Anme^^ 
raising Tefcii u^IffitHiri'k: 
stock mariret . cif^a. dipfa^ 
made row dial could/harin 
lucrative arms: contracts 
with the: Gulf state; - 


has dismissed the outciy. He 
told Channel 4 News: 
“We’re not going to change 
our system or our religion or 
our customs to appeal to 
journalists, or to bleeding 
heart liberals of the media 
all over the world.” 


He said that the judgement 
would still have to go 
through three other stages, 
die appeal court, the 
supreme appeal court and 
then the royal court before 
any sentence was carried 

OUL 


Algerian Islamist rebel group 
declares ceasefire next week 


BONN (AFP) — The mili- 
tary wing of the banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
announced a ceasefire in 
Algeria as of Wednesday next 
week, in a statement nwfr 
available to Agence France 
Presse Wednesday. 

The statement from the 
Islamic Salvation Army 
(ISA), in French and dated 
September 21, was signed by 
its national leader Madam 
Mezerag. 

Its release came two days 
after up to 200 people were 
slaughtered near Algiers in 
one of the worst massacres 
since an Islamist insurgency 
flared in 1992. 

The hardline group blamed 
for most of the violence of 
recent years is called die 
Armed Islamic Group, or 
GTA. 

‘The national emir of the 


Islamic Salvation Army 
orders all chiefs of fighting 
companies under his com- 
mand to halt combat opera- 
tions as of Oct. 1, 1997 and 
calls for all other groups com- 
mitted to die religious and 
national interests to join this 
appeal so that tbe enemy hid- 
ing behind abominable mas- 
sacres can be unveiled, as 
well as the GIA criminals and 
those hiding behind it.” the 
statement read. 

It was dated before armed 
men reportedly butchered and 
burned scores of people, 
mostly women and children, 
overnight Monday in the lat- 
est of a series of horrific mas- 
sacres. 

The ISA said it had been 
trying for a long time to make 
its longstanding enemies 
realise that they shared a 
responsibility for Algeria so 


that “the sons of Algeria are 
encouraged to work together 
for the return of security and 
stability and to lead die coun- 
try out of the crisis.” 

It said that the government 
had taken a few appeasement 
measures, such as releasing 
FIS leader Sheikh Abassi 
Madam, but appeasement 
also encouraged longstanding 
enemies to fan the fires of dis- 
cord and scuttle projects that 
would help Algeria and its cit- 
izens. 

The statement denounced 
“abominable carnage rarely 
seen in modem buman histo- 
ry which recalls the terrible 
events which our people lived 
through before indepen- 
dence.” 

It also calls on Algerians to 
stand united, saying “the situ- 
ation is dangerous and the 
conspiracy huge.” 


Albright meets officials over Cyprus issue 


NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright met 
Wednesday with the foreign 
ministers of Greece and tbe 
Greek-led government of 
Cyprus to see if the impasse 
over the divided island can 
be overcome after the 
breakdown of U.N.-bro- 
kered talks. 

Ms. Albright was to meet 
later in the day with Turkish ' 


Foreign Minister Ismail 


Cem. 

Before meeting Ms. 
Albright, Cypriot Foreign 
Minister Yiannakis 

Kasoulides conferred with 


U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's special envoy on 
Cyprus, Richard 

Holbrooke. 

Mr. Holbrooke is architect 
of the 1995 Dayton agree- 
ment that ended the Bosnian 
war. 

He described his meeting 
with &lr. Kasoulides as 
>e ry "cordial” Topics 
included '%ow to deal with 
the Cyprus issue” and “how 
to make the EU. accession,” 
he said. 

He was referring to 
planned talks betwefeq the 
European Union and the 
Greek-led Cyprus govern- 


ment. Tuikish-Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash broke 
off U.N.-sponsored talks in 
Switzerland after the EU 
said it was pushing ahead 
with negotiations on EU 
membership for the Greek- 
led administration. 

“I think everyone is in a 
more productive mood than 
they were at the beginning 
of the year,” Mr. Holbrooke 
said. “They haven’t 
addressed the issues, but the 
fact that they are talking is 
exceedingly important." 

He cautioned to keep 
expectations low and not to 
expect any breakthrough. 


Qadhafi 
changes 
his mind 
on Diana’s 
death 


TUNIS (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi executed 
an apparent U-tum Tuesday 
over the death of Princess 
Diana, going back on an earli- 
er assertion that she was the 
victim of a plot by British and 
French secret services. 

On Tuesday he pointed the 
finger at Britain’s royal fa mi ly 
and told Libyan state-run tele- 
vision it was not possible that 
Prime Minister Tony Blair and 
his Labour government were 
responsible for Diana's death 
in a high speed car crash in 
Paris. In a live interview mon- 
itored in neighbouring Tunisia, 
Col. Qadhafi linked tbe death 
of Princess Diana with the 
Lcckerbie air disaster and the 
sanctions imposed against 
Libya for its alleged role in the 
bombing of the Pan Am airlin- 
er over Scotland in which 270 
people died. 

“They (the United States and 
Britain] accused us in 
Lockerbie, saying without any 
evidence that two Libyans 
bombed the plane," CoL 
Qadhafi said. “[But] we say 
dial Britain is running into an 
affair bigger than the 
Lockerbie one. We must put 
the affair to tbe [UN.] 
Security Council. Tbe accusa- 
tion is directed at the royal 
family, not at the British cabi- 
net or the Labour Party," he 
added. 
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FREE VANUNTJ: An Israeli protester wears a cutout mask of Mordechai 
Vanunu during a demonstration Wednesday at the prison where the former 
worker at Israel's nuclear facility at Dimona is held in jail. A group plans 
daily ’free Vanunu 1 demonstrations leading up to September 30, the day 
which marks Vanunu 's 11th anniversary of Israeli imprisonment Vanunu 
leaked Israel's nuclear secrets to a London newspaper and a short while later 
was abducted while in Rome and brought secretly to Israel (Reuters photo) 


Netanyahu used censorship 
for personal gain — deputies 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Opposition leaders accused 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu Wednesday of 
abusing Israel’s military cen- 
sorship law to ensure that the 
results of a probe into recent 
suicide bombings would not 
be released until he returned 
from a foreign visit 

Leaders of the Labour and 
Meretz parties said Mr. 
Netanyahu delayed until 
Tuesday the announcement 
that Israel’s secret service had 
finally identified four of five 
men who carried out suicide 
bombings in Jerusalem on 
July 30 and September 4 in 
order to take personal credit 
for the breakthrough. 

News that investigators had 
used blood tests on relatives of . 
four suspects from tbe same 
West Bank town to .positively 
identify them as the suicide ■ 
bombers became widely 
known to foreign and local 
reporters in Israel over the 
weekend 

But die media was barred 
fixyn publishing the informa- 
tion by military censors. 


However, on Sunday Mr. 
Netanyahu , x .himself leaked 
details ofthe probe during' a 
visit to Vienna, saying he had 
obtained information giving 
him a "100 per cent certainty” 
tbe bombers came from the 
West Bank. Palestinian offi- 
cials had insisted the bombers 
came from abroad 

Tbe press was only allowed 
to publish the identities of the 
four bombers late Tuesday, 
after Mr. Netanyahu returned 
from his two-day Austrian trip. 

‘This was intended to enable 
Netanyahu to attribute the 
fight against terrorism to him- 
self. and for this he withheld 
information until his return 
from abroad," charged Haim 
Oron, a member of parliament 
from the leftist Meretz Party. 

■ .Labour Party leader Ehud 
Barak for his part lashed but at 
statements’by Mr. Netanyahu, 
a self-styled cQunter-tenqrism 
expert, implying it was only, 
on instructions from the prime 
minister’s office that die Shin 
Bet secret service was able to 
locate the bombers. 

“Shin Bet’s triumph had 


nothing to do with any instruc- 
tions or ggreenwats,” said Mr 
Barak, a former army' chief of 
staff. “They have been wak- 
ing all the time to ensure secu- 
rity, their prowess has been 
built up over die years.” 

Mr. Netanyahu’s 

spokesman. Shai Bazak. 
denied there had been any 
manipulation of die censors. 

"We wanted to extend the 
censorship because the inves- 
tigation is still continuing” to 
find the fifth bomber and their 
accomplices, he told Israel 
radio. 

“But it was impossible to 
continue because information 
on the investigation was being 
published in the Palestinian 
press," he said. 

Twenty Israelis were killed 
and more than 300 wounded 
in the two multi-suicide bomb- 
ings at Jerusalem Mahane 
Yehuda market and Ben 
Yehuda pedestrian mall. : 
Police said they were still 
trying to identify die fifth 
bomber. (See story on page 
1 ). 


Streets, shops half-deserted 
as fearful Israelis stay home 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
Jewish new year is tradition- 
ally a time of frenetic shop- ■ 
ping, but this year the malls 
are half-deserted. 

Israelis, who have earned a 
reputation for courage in the 
face of war and terrorism, 
have retreated to their homes 
in the wake of two recent 
bombings, keeping their chil- 
dren away, from Jerusalem’s . 
malls, the- downtown centre 
and even the zoo. 

Despair and confusion are 
pervasive, with a frequently 
beard complaint being that 
Israel is bang bombed when 
die peace process js moving 
forward and bombed when it 
is deadlocked.. 

‘Terror is.morefrightening 
when you're not going any- 
where in the political 
process ” said Heini Shalev, 
an Israeli commentator -for 
the daily Maariv newspaper. . 

The heart of the shopping 
district in Jerusalem is the 
Ben Yehuda pedestrian mall, 
which — until a suicide 
bombing there Sept 4 — was 
packed" with tourists and 
Israelis from noon until mid- 


night 

The relative emptiness of 
tbe streets is particularly 
noticeable in the traditionally 
busy shopping time before 
the Rosh Hashana holiday 
that begins Ocl 1, when Jews 
usher in the new year. 

■ “Youcan see tbe fear in the 
customers' eyes. They're 
ordering pizza and looking 
around in every direction for 
something suspicious," said 
Eran Moore, die manager of 
the New York-based Italian 
eatery Sbamo, on the Ben 
Yehuda mall'. Tables are 
empty and pizzas sit 
untouched under a heat lamp. 

A wave of suicide attacks 
early last year led to a change 
in the government, with 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
becoming prime minister on 
a platform- of “peace with 
security.” 

Mr. Shalev said people had 
begun to believe that Mr. 
Netanyahu was capable of 
bringing an end to terror dur- 
ing his first year in office — 
when there were no major 
attacks. 

But the return of such 


attacks to their streets has 
ignited a sense of- hopeless- 
ness in some Israelis. 

The three suicide bombers 
that hit Ben Yehuda earlier 
this month killed five people. 
On July 30, a suicide attack 
on a crowded market in 
Jerusalem killed 17 people. 

“I want it to stop. I want 
decision. 1 want to know 
where we stand,” said 
Yvonne Akoubis. 65, a retiree 
from Tel Aviv who lives two 
blocks away from a cafe 
where three women and a 
bomber died in an attack in 
March. 

“Governments used to 
make decisions here and tell 
us. Now, there is nothing but 
fear." she said. 

Keeping that fear alive are 
reports that there are more 
bombers ready to strike. 

At a new shopping mall in 
Tel Aviv Saturday, a hundred 
shoppers ran for the exits 
when a security guard told 
them they had to leave 
because there was a “prob- 
lem.” The problem was only 
that the mall was closing for 
the Sabbath. 
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Flight held 
up 24 hours after 
mouse spotted 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) _ 
A London-bound British 
Airways 747 was prevented 
from leaving Johannesburg 
International Airport as 
scheduled Monday night ^ 
a rodent stowaway was spot- 
ted on board. The flight was 
postponed fix 24 hours while 
the aircraft was fumigated 
and technically checked. 
Some passengers were 
booked on other flights, while 

the rest were put up in hotels. 
Passengers were heard mut- 
tering about a South African 
rat without a ticket trying to 
cop a first-class ride. 
However, by Tuesday after- 
noon. die nationality of die 
rodent had not bear deter- 
mined • 
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Cartoon strip on 
Mother Teresa’s 
life planned 
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ROME (AFP) — A cartoon 
strip on the life of Mother 
Teresa is to appear in the 
Italian children’s’ newspaper 
II Giomalino, management at 
the publication announced. 


The story of the world’s most 
famous missionary who died 
September 5 will run ova 
four editions of tbe weekly 
newspaper and be told in 40 
illustrations of her life and 
work. Tn the parable, Jesus 
explained that each of us must 
'be equal to tbe talent that be 
has received from God and 
we, who know how to do 
illustrations, have chosen to 
offer the memory of Mother 
Teresa in a cartoon,” 
explained Tomasso 

Mastrandrea, director of II 
Giomalino. The paper has a 
circulation of 200,000. 
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Want to buy 
some fake UJS. 
dollars, officer? 


HONG KONG fR) — IT* 
cop was really a crook, the 
other crook was really a secret 
agent, and the bank notes 
were fake. Former Hong 
Kong policeman Dicky Lau 
was in court for trying to sell 
counterfeit 1930s U.S. dollar 
bills to a U.S. secret service 
agent, the South China 
Morning Post said on 
Wednesday. Would-be buyer 
Alan Zygowicz, Lau, and a 
middleman who brooght 
together Lau and Zygowicz, 
haggled over die deal in a 
hotel room in Hong Kong’s 
Wanchai district while police 
waited in an adjoining room, 
a court beard on Tuesday. 
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U2 rock Bosnia 
and unite what 
governments could not 


p feared de; 
tolonesia’s 
Mane disas 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Rock 
giants U2 staged an emotion- 
al mega concert in the 
Bosnian capital Tuesday 
amid tight security in finemtof 
an estimated 40,000 fens 




from all three of Bosnia's for- 
mer waning fectioos. 
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Sarajevo’s first major rock 
concert since tbe end of fee 
war two years ago readied its 
climax with tbe song 
Sarajevo,” recorded to high- 
light the suffering of cattinary 
Bosnians. A sign of the tunes 
was the 5,000 NATO soldk* 
in the audience, drawn fry® 
multi-national peacekeeping 
units across the country- 


Don’t feed 
hot dogs to guide 
say blind 
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WASHINGTON (R) ."T 
Feeding hot dogs » JJJ* 
dogs is wrong and 
should ignore tbe exafflP* 

m a recent ad for Levi Sira® 

jeans, two arganisanc* 6 . 
the blind said. “Tla 5 
sponsible and 
dog teams indan^c-^ 
may become sick ^ 
food,” gttide dog 
the American Coun^S 
Blind said in a joirt 
issued on Tuesday-' 
since the jeans 
first went on 
people have 
cases of what it 
dents of 

ference, including®^: 
of the dogs. 
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